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To JosEPH BANKS, V. 


SIR, 

| det verfibus annos, was the 

advice of the elegant Petronius: 
what was his advice, muſt be my excuſe 
for the firſt of theſe volumes which 
now requeſt your protection. The pie- 
ces it contains were moſt of them writ- 
ten when the Author was very young, 
and have already appeared in different 


publications. 


The other volume requires no apo- 
logy, except what may ariſe from the 
Author's 


SE BEDICATTLIO'N. 


Author's inability to do juſtice to his 


ſubject : being a defence of ſome funda- 


mental articles in that religion, the 
| ET. 

excellence of which, conſidered as a 

mere moral ſyſtem, no one knows bet- 


ter than yourſelf, 


jy forth from the. tap of eaſe 
and opulence, neither by avarice or 
ambition, but a liberal and exalted 
love of knowledge (which, happily trea- 
ſured up, is NOW growing under your 
hand for public uſe,) among peo- 
ple, ſome ſunk in a degree of barbariſm 
little ſuperior to that of brutes, and 


others in a ſavage ferocity of manners 


even exceeding every ey of brutality, 


you 
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you have ſeen what the religion of na- 
ture can do, by what it has done; and 
will from thence infer the neceſſity of a 
revelation. And the purity of the moral 
part of the Chriſtian, Religion is a good 
collateral proof of the truth of its doc- 
trines ; not of every fan dogma 
grafted on it by men, but the explicit 
doctrines of Chriſt himſelf. 


To a name, reſpectable as yours in 
every part of Europe, I am happy to em- 
brace this opportunity of adding mine : 
happy, ſhould theſe little volumes eſcape 
oblivion, in the idea of being diſtin- 
| as by poſterity as your friend: 
ſufficient) 7 


w DEDICATION. 


ſufficiently happy, whatever may be 
their fate, in this occaſion of acknow- 

ledging the many favours I have received 
from you, and with how Juſt and grate- 


ful a ſenſe of them, 
> & 
Sir, | 
Your moſt obliged, 
And devoted 
Humble Servant, 


R. SHEPHERD. 
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ODE 
ARISTOTLE'S PAN to ViRTUuE imitated, 


1. 


IRT UE, ſtern tutreſs, hail; 
Hail thou, whoſe guidance trains 

In life's rough paths the delegated youth; 

Each thought, each enterpriſing deed arraigns 

At the tribunal of impartial truth: 

What charms attractive grace thy modeſt mein, 

Or in Religion s ſnow white veil, 
Or unſtain'd robes of honour dreſt ; 

Thy eye how bold, yet mild; how rigid, yet ſerene! 
Thine, Virgin, was the genial fire, 
That glow'd in each heroic breaſt ; 

And prompted to aſpire, 
B „ 
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On Merit's feld to win an honour'd name 


In the bright annals of diſtinguiſh'd fame: 

Bade them the deati:leſs crown of glory ſcize; 

The crown, that, cull'd from Labour's arduous 
_ 

The ſiſter Graces ior his temples wove, 

Wo dared, amidſt a Toole and venal ſtate, 

Look down ſuperior to th' alluring bait, 


And ſpurn the fluggard bed of downy eaſe. 


It. 
Oh ſay what foul-fupporting thought ; 
In that dread hour inſpired tr A:Zenicy lege ; I 
When, victim to a faction's rage, 4 


Unmoved he quaff'd the fatal bowl : 
Thy influence fortified his ſoul, 
And temper'd to his taſte the bitter draught, 
Robed in Religion's purer veſt, 
Whilſt every heighten'd cha m more fair appear'd, 
Martyrs thy conſecrated form confeſs'd, ö 
Hail'd truth's bright dictates, and thy power re- F 
vered. 5 
Nor 


* 7 
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8 Nor lure, nor threats their fixt reſolves could ſhake, 
W For thee they ſoar'd above the narrow views, 


= The ſcenes that more contracted minds amuſe, | 
x | And ſmiPd amidft the tortures of the ſtake. 


III. 


Eſtranged from Pleaſure's ſoft embrace, 
Whoe'er aſpires in glory's race 
By proof of many a noble deed 
To win the prize for him decreed, 

Who virtue's height attains: 
His name the muſe, chaſte Virtue's friend, 
Shall bid, emblazed in pureſt ſtrains, 
To the bold arch of Heaven aſcend : 
And whilſt the golden numbers flow, 

Where all the Graces all their influence breathe ; 

Fair Fame with never-fading wreath 

Shall deck his laurel'd brow. 


ODE 
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To CONTENT. 


APPY the man, whoſe fixt diſdain 
Looks down upon the blaze of courts ; 
Where all that ſparkles in the train | Z 
Of pride reſorts. | 4 
Fair-faced Deceit with borrow'd grace ; 
There frames her ſoul-entangling wiles I K 


And Slander maſks her haggard face 


In Friendſhip's dale. Wn 
| Adieu to all the wortd calls great, 1 
"i To all the cares of creſted pride; £ 
| Fixes the Muſe her peaceful ſeat = 
| * This rill beſide. | 
| | This rill, whoſe banks the {ſmiling year I 
Purfles: where emblematic grows | * 


Of life's mixt path, a brier here, ; 
And there a roſe: 
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This cryſtal rill, a Poet's care, 
As thine, Blandyfia, famed of old; 


No modern friend ſo flattering fair, 
So very cold, 


i And come, Content, the ſoul of love, 
Whoſe mien, and air, and looks confeſs 
Native Simplicity, above 


++ The pomp of dreſs. 


7 | © come, for in thy circling arms 
I mean to bid adieu to Care, 
Unmoved by Hope's deluſive charms, 
on wild deſpair. 


There ſhall new joys the time beguile, 
The hours improving as they flow, 
Built on no vain capricious {mile _ 
Of Fortune's brow. 


Tho? round me in a vague career 
Unbodied forms of greatneſs fly, 

The e rubypangied viſions ne'er 

Shall catch my eye. 


þ © he 


8 TT oh 
The brighteſt ſpark, the pureſt ray, 
That from the car of glory beams, 

Shall not my eaſy ſoul betray 


With golden dreams. 


Not all gay Pleaſure's Sren arts 
Shall win me from the life J prize; 
Tho' Love inſidious point his darts 


With Stella's eyes. 


Content ſhall chear this lone retreat, 
Secure ſhall ſtand my humble bower ; 
While on more ſplendid manſions beat 


The ſtorms of power. 


O ET 
To AMBITION. 
O ER midnight glaſs, or by the fair 


In dalliance ſoft careſt; 
Without a thought, without a care 
To diſcompoſe their reſt, 
The meaner herd exulting pant to rove 


The flowery paths of Pleaſure's fairy grove 
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While more determined boſoms glow: 
With high ambition's fares ; | 
Source of whate'er is great below, 
The grave of mean defires: | 
Adieu for them the pleaſure-winged hour, 


Adieu the bed of eaſe, the Paphian bow'r - N 


Tho rough the paths that lead to fame, 
Their ſteps no toils diſmay; _ 
Ambition aids the generous aim, 

And ſmooths the rugged way - 
With all its luſtre bids bright Virtue ſhine, _ . | 
And into action wakes the big deſign, . 


What breaks th' aſpiring ſtateſman's-reſt * 
What gives the Mule to ſing ? 
Ambition wakes his anxious breaſt, 
And plumes her towering wing: 
Inſtructs the toil-worn monarch how to bear | 
The crown, and all the thorns that faſten there. 


"Fhe 


S 624% 
The warriour's wakeful boſom fires, | 
And guards the jealous camp ; 
The ſcholar's flattering hope inſpires, 
And trims the midnight lamp: 
The pride of arts from fair Ambition ſprings, 
And blooms ſecure beneath her foſtering wings. 


Oft, Goddeſs, as thy genial ray 
Pervades the feeling heart, 
Love trembling quits his ſenſual ſway, 
And drops his feeble dart: 
The flowers, that in the Paphian garden grow, 
| | Fade in the wreath that rounds the hero's brow, 


Pleaſure retreats with wanton ſmiles, 


And ſtrength-unnerving eyes; 
Hoping in vain by Parthian wiles 
1 conquer as ſhe flies: 
Sloth with reluctance quits her foul embrace, 
| l| Rough care and manly toil aſſume her place. 


| | | Virtue 


PoEDMTIS oy 
virtue with firm quaternion band 
His eager ſteps precedes ; 
A flambeau oraſping in her hand, 
To light to glorious deeds : 
The ſiſter-train his toils with glory crown, 
And point the arduous paths to fair renown, 


By theſe inſpired young Scipio trod 
To fame th* adventurous way; 
« By love, he cried, let Paphos? God 
The ſofter ſoul betray ; i 
A nobler quarry lures the hero's eye :” 
* ſpoke, and bade the nn eagle fly. 


Hence then , ye ſlaves, whom eaſe delights; 
To yon lone cloyſter "ſtray, 
Where monkiſh apathy invites, 
To loiter life away: 
True worth, that ſpurns the hermit's luggard cel, 
In glory's active courts delights to dwell. 


ODE 


28 


e OT TIE EP 
To the A T HE IS T. 
XPATIATE long in nice debate, 
On chance, neceſſity, and fate; 
With learn'd Lucretius ſtray 
In Epicurus' magic grove, 
Where the ſelf- motion'd atoms rove 
In mazy myſtic play. 


Some vain hypotheſis admit, 


The ſpecious cobweb-work of wit; 


And daringly deny 


What every object round avows, 


What every act of reaſon ſhews, 
An all-wiſe Deity. _ 


The cleareſt evidence conteit, 
Divinely ſtamp'd on every breaſt, 
Since time was taught to roll; 


In error's gloomy coverts ſtray, 


From Truth's indiſputable ray 
Remote, as pole from pole. 


POE FF | 
So ſhuts the moping bird of night 
Her feeble eyes againſt the light, 
That glads the chearful day 
And when prevailing darkneſs reigns, 
Thro' groves obſcene, or dreary F 
She wings her dubious way. 


Conſult the blue expanſe on high, 
The bluſh that paints the morning ſky, 
The cloud that nimbly rides, 
Ihe orbs that mark with luſtre bright 
The ſpangled mantle of the night, 
Who there ſupreme reſides, 


Queſtion the gaudy flowers around, 
That ſcent the air, or paint the ground, 
Whole influence they obey ; 
Whole hand imparts the vartous dyes, 
Ar whoſe command they bud and rite, 
At whoſe command decay. 


Say 
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Say ye on down, or mountain ſteep, 
That ſtately tread, or _—e creep, 
And ye atrial throng; - + 
That chear the woodland ſcene and fields 
With vocal ſtrains; whoſe bounty yields, 
Or ſuſtenance of ſong. 


Who, in the ocean's waſte domain, 

The tenants of the watry plain 
With liberal hand ſupplies ? 

The floods in icy fetters binds, 

Smooths the rough ſurge, and lulls the winds, 
Or bids the tempeſt riſe ? 


Tho? gape the earth, the deluge pour, 
And thin a nation in an hour, 
They own the law divine; 
Tho? Vice her poiſon'd ſhafts wich harPd 
Triamphant through the moral world, 
This breaks not Heaven's deſign : 


While 


OR IS 


While {ſummer ſuns, and vernal ſhowers 

Mature the fruits, awake the flowers, 
And nature ſmiles around; 

In Vircue's aid, while here and there, 


AD wipe away Affliction's tear, 
A STEPHENSON * is found. 


Nature in every myſtic ſcene 
Declares a plaſtic Author's reign 2 
Above the morning's wings, 
Beyond the ſeas remoteſt tides, 
Beneath the dædal earth reſides 
| Th' almighty King of kings. 


* Mr. BENJAMIN STEPHENSON, who, with an inflex- 
ible perſeverance in every religious and ſocial duty, had the 
merit of raiſing himſelf from an obſcure, if not to an exalt- 

ed ſtation, at leaſt to ſuch an one as enables him to perform 
acts of humanity and benevolence ; which may juſtly wake 
a b:uſh en the cheek of riches, pomp, and power. 


ODE: 


14 PO E. 
O DE V. 
To L. 1 0 U . 


Adres to a Friend, the Author then unaer his 
Care fer an Inflammation in his Eyes. 


H when ſhall theſe impriſoned orbs again 
Behold the bland approach of dawning day; 
What time emerging from the briny main 
The ſun reflects his heart-enlivening ray 


Of Him, eternal uncreated ſource 
Of all that's great and good, hail efluence bright! 
That ſwift as fancy ſhaped your rapid courſe, 
When at th' almighty fiat all was light. 


From pole to pole tho? ſhoot the active mind, 
The fair creation if the eye furveys ; 


Nothing in nature's volume ſhall we find, 


T hat better ſpeaks its plaſtic Author's praiſe. 


Thy 
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i Thy beams with beauty, harmony, and grace 
Checquer each ſcene in the revolving year; 


Wake every vivid charm in nature's face, 
That elſe one univerſal blank muſt wear. 


How have I joyed to view the ſloping hill, 
Its ſummit gilded with the morning's dawn; 
The dancing beam reflected from the rill, 
And chearful verdure of the velvet lawn! 


Now, ſad viciſſitude! the luſtrous ray 
Beams not for me; an undiſtinguifh'd reign 
Holds ebon-icepter'd darkneſs, vainly gay 
Bright nature ſmiles, and beauty blooms in vain. 


On Szella*s check in vain the roſes blow, 
In vain his bow of myrtle o'er her eyes 


Bends Love; my breaſt, nor roſe, nor arched brow 
Tranſports ; in vain the miſſive arrow flies. 


To Fancy's bower I lead the bluſhing maid, 

There weave the flowery chaplet for her hair; 

But ah, how ſoon the flowers of Fancy fade, 
And nothing leave but darkneſs and deſpair 
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To thee, kind miniſter of nature, ſues 


The drooping muſe; theſe lamps of life defend 


From darkneſs drear. Who pities not the Muſe? 


The God of phyſic is the Muſe's friend. 


. 


To MELANCHOLY. 


* from thoſe enchanting bowers, 
Where dance the nimble-footed hours, 
Where revels frantic Folly ; 

To thee I bring the tribute tear, 

Viſits the Muſe thy manſions drear, 
Heart-ſearching Melancholy. 


By thee inſpired, by Fancy led, 


Thy hallow'd ground I ſeem to tread, 
Where o'er the joyleſs plain 


The zther ſheds its blackeſt hue, 


And here and there a lonely yew 
Marks Melancholy's reign, 


Where z 
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Where chearful gales forget to blow, 
Pellucid currents ceaſe to flow, 
The cloud capp'd mountain's height 
All avenues of the dreary way f 
Secures from each pervading ray 
Of ſoul-enlivening light. 


Rack'd with ideal tortures Spleen 
A thouſand fiends unknown, unſeen, 
| With ſhadowy falcheons ſcare ; 
„This rends her breaſt, that goads her _ 
And every hag of fancy rides 
The phantom thro? the air. 


ThergGriet {ad ſocial ſolace ſeeks, 

The roſe has fled her meagre cheeks, 
And hollow 1s her eye; 

Care on her lap reclines his head, 

Whilſt hovering round the reſtleſs bed 
The wing'd chimeras fly. 
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Hark ! ſoftly ſtealing on the ear, 


The hollow ſigh, the dropping tear, 
The muſick of deſpair; 

Not lovers“ forrow-mocking ſighs, 

Or mimic grief that melts the eyes 
Of youthful widow'd fair. 


Sorrows, that orphan boſoms pierce, 
Pour'd o'er a tender parent's hearſe, 
Snatch'd by unpitying fate; 


No foſtering hand's kind ſolace nigh, 
Each ſummer friend with wayward eye 


Surveys their helpleſs ſtate. 


Thus the vague group of vernal flies 

While Titan gilds the cloudleſs ſkies, 
Sport 1n the gliſtening ray : 

The ſplendid ſcene once overcaſt 

By lowering cloud, or adverſe blaſt, 
Each inſect veers away, 


1 < 0 
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When Pleaſure's madding tide o'erfwells 
The rapt breaſt, to thoſe doleful cells 
Of miſery let me ſtray; 
There ſhall thought- foſtering ſolitude, 
Whilſt no fantaſtic joys intrude, 
Each devious ſtep recal to virtue's rugged way. 


O DD B56 Tu 
On EN VF. 
To HENRY BANEKEs, junior, E/q:; 


J. 


4 Beens, yon chain of barren nh 
Where niggard Nature neer unlocks 

One hoard of chearful green ; 

The brown yew forms a gloomy ſhade, 

The oak, with wither'd arms diſplay'd, 
Adds horror to the ſcene. 

Oh haſte, oh fly, th' accurſed cell, 

Where Envy's fiendly faction dwell; 

= Elſe fhall her glance, malignant caſt, 

The faireſt ſhoots of merit blaſt ; 
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He riſks his eaſe, who ventures nigh 
The baleful witchcraft of her eye. 


II. 

Ev'n now from her infernal dark abyſs, = 

At merit's name ſhe lifts her head, 

At merit's name prepared to ſhed 
Their influence all her ſnaky treſſes his. 

Ev'n now the languid mind oppreſt, 

Droops under horrors damp and chill, 
Whilſt heaves the ſigh from the diſtended breaſt, 
Slow winds the tide of life along each azure ril}. 
Ariſe, my Muſe, the chorded ſhell 2 N 

Awake the drowſy ſtring ; 
For thou canſt lull the gathering ſtorms of care, 
Thou canſt diſarm dire Envy of her ſting, 
And ſmooth: the haggard brow of fell Deſpair. ? 


Me 
Ah ſtrange reverſe of honeſt joys ! 
The pale-eyed fiend elate 
Smiles, if adverſity annoys 
Or lowly cot, or dome of ſtate. | 
| | The 


POE ONES. * 
The cloud withdrawn, if fortune chear 
The houſe of woe with kindlier ray ; ; 
Malignant Envy drops the tear, 
To lee the ſcene fo gay. 
The tenant of ſome narrow mind, 
She bids Suſpicion launch the dart; 
And all her ſecret powers combined 
Excite. the poignant ſmart. 
Slow halts Ill-nature in the rear, 
That poiſons, as ſhe probes, the wound, 
And Rumour's noiſome breath 1s near, 4 
To waft the poiſon round. | 


. <a 
Yet ſay, my Bin s ſhall torpid Fear 
Obſtruct your virtue's high career, 
Shall Envy's menace wreſt 
Your merit's well directed aim, 
And quench the noble thirſt of fame 
That warms your youthful breaſt ? 
Oh no: purſue the glorious road 
Your honour'd anceftors have trod : 


- Her 
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Her ſnaky head tho* Envy rear, 
 Fame's eagle wing your name ſhall bear 
O'er black Oblivion's frozen ſea, 
Rank'd with great chiefs of old in immortality. 


o DE VII. 


ö To RETREAT, - 


HE mariner, from fartheſt Ind 
That homeward plows his pathleſs way, 
The ſport of every laughing wind h 
Mid rude rough nights, and many a toilſome day, 


Not with more joy thro' ambient clouds deſcries 


His native Albion's chalky ſummits riſe : 
Not with more joy the myrtle bower, 
Where pleaſure wings the flying hour, 


Th' impatient lover views; - 
Than fields and woods, 

The green hills ſlope, the fall of floods, 
TH enfranchiſed muſe 


Her bliſs to rove 
Thro' Nature's unfrequented glades, 
Aſſembling 
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Aſſembling where th' Aonian maids 1 
Chaunt their ſoft carols to the echoing grove. 
There while the penſive bard expatiates free 
On all the wonders each rich ſcene diſplays; | 
Rapt with the wonders the charm'd eye ſurveys, 
On fairy ground he ſeems to tread _ 

By Nature's blithſome handmaid led, | 

| Led by the guiding hand of meek philoſophy, 


Too FR by 9 hopes confined 
Amidſt the medley of mankind, riod es 
That with the ſpawn of Folly's Hydra breed 
People this goodly town, 

The roving Muſe at length is freed 

From all its nonſenſe, pride, and noiſe, 

And looks on all its glittering toys 
Contemptuous down. 

Adieu the pert bold face, where never ſion; 
A bluſty, but what the mimic rouge beſtows; 
Where with the roſe no ſnow-driven lilly ſtrives, 
Save what he beautifying fluid gives, 

Adieu ye things, kind Nature made 

But tools, and faſhion beaux; 
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By far more beauteous and more fair e - 
Von blooming hawthorn fans the air 
In Nature's ſimple dreſs arrayed, 
Without vain Art's fantaſtic aid | 
In far more gorgeous robes yon prouder tulip g glows: l 
Adieu the tongue, that waſhes white . 
The wretch as Z#t1hiop foul and black; EE 
But when that Æibiop turns his back, 
Not Slander's ſelf ſo quick to bite. 1 
Adieu the cit, whoſe ruder mind | | 
No beam of ſcience e'er refined; 
Who ſhakes his ſides at poverty and rags, 
And meaſures merit by the deepeſt bags, 
When midnight winds concuſſive roar, 
And hoarſely grates the jarring door; 
Rouſed with vain fears he ſtarts, he flies, 
Flies to the ſoul-entrancing cheſt, | 
Where his impriſon'd minions reſt; 
And, as the glittering dirt he eyes, 
* Thou art my God,” the ſordid votary cries, 
Bear me, kind powers, to ſtoried ſtreams, 
And walks, that wake poetic dreams; = 
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To fields where haunt the muſes? TR, ky 'L 

Where Js pours ſome vagrant rill ; 

Or where the Graces love to reign 

Wich GRENVILLTE at Shrub-Hill. 

Vet Envy's powers ſhall ner diſtend 

My breaft, tho? reſt repoſed my head 

Mid ruder glades in ſome low ſhed, 

Straw be the roof, the walls of clay; 


Let but the learn'd and virtuous ſay, 
Beneath that ſhade there lives a friend.” 


VERSES on HOP LITER 


An Imitation from he Welth of LAMARCH,. 


1 ſtreaming orb of the day, 

— Where is the youth of my love ? 
Where does thy bright bold eye 
Behold the deer-footed Cadwal? 
dClimbs he the brow of Plenlevellin? 
Light fit thy ſtreams on his ſhort-breathing WEPY | 
Or laves he his ſnowy limbs in the fiream ?—— 


Warm his cold clear haunts in the liquid Zageor, 
Reclin'd 


— — 
— — 2 - — — — — — — 7 — 2 * * * 2 8 — m—— — . — 
— * — — — — _ 9 — — — — — 2 222 35 — * — 
pra —_ —— — —— —— — by ———— — . — — — — — ans — — — . LEE ES — — = GC 2 NN — 
— —-——— Go — — — — — 2 — * — — — — — — — — ů —— — r = — . 2 — 

— > ins N _ 
2 — ow 8 — — 7 5 po —— — — 4 == —_— 3 — — — —— ——— — — = 

—— > — 22 - — — — — — & — — — — ——— — — — * * 2 2 2 — — 


26 P40 EMS. 

Reclin'd beneath the wide-ſpreading arms of an 

The eye of my mind ſees the youth of the graceful 
2 locks 5 f | 85 

Three dogs of the chace a around him ; 

His feather'd reeds lie by his ſide : 


Bear me, ye light-winged gales, 


Bear my ſong, to ſweeten the repoſe 
Of my lovely toil- worn Cadwal. 
Soft at eve falls the drizzly dew, 


| Refreſhing the ſun- parched plain; 


So ſoft let the cooling gales deſcend, 
And refreſh the toil- worn Cadæval. 


But why ſo long 8 the light of my ſoul ?-| 
Why 1s the youth ſo long in coming ? 
From the high creſted hill roves my eye, 


But no eye ſees the friſking dogs bound before ir a 


T ſeem to ſee him in his Jovelineſs afar; 
But it is fancy ſports, and th' illuſion fades, 
Like a pleaſing dream of the night. 


Spirits of love, that people the air, 
That ride on the white-reined winds, 
Wake, 
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Wake, gently wake kim; ; and ſpeed the youth 
To the longing arms of his love. 

Spirits of love, guard his ſlumbers 


From the wolf with the glaring eye; 


'Tend him ye faithful dogs of the chace, 


Nimble-footed Liwyn, 1 Penk with the 


wakeful eye; 
So ſhall ye eat of the kid, 


Fed by the hands that ſtroaks you, 


2 


The hand of the maid of the trembling heart,” 


| Periſh the poliſh'd bow, 


Periſh the dogs of the chace, 
Periſh whate'er retards 
The ſteps of readies Cadwal: [ 


Did he not * in his love, 
Ere the ſhadows begin to lengthen, 

His yellow locks flowing looſe on his neck, 
Like the ſkirt of a ſun-tinged cloud, 

With a deer of the high-branching head, 
Will Cadwa] return in his ſpeed ? | 


| Beneath 
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Beneath the treacherous aber 7099 
The live- fire ſleeps conceal'd, | 
And the heedleſs foot that rulfles its reſt 
Wounds with red tooth vengeful and ſharp : 

So lurks beneath the tufted graſs 
The tooth of the ſharp-bitten ſnake ; 
Spare, beauteous ſnake, oh ſpare the youth of 


my love 

His arrows flies not againſt 

The painting of thy veſt: 

And thou too, direful thorn, 

With pointed ſpikes beſet, 

Like the ſpears in my Cadwa!”s hall, 

Spare the youth with the graceful locks : 

Spare, hoſtile briar, oh ſpare his legs of ſnow ! 

How many dangers threat the youth of the 
poliſh'd. bow ! 

Periſh the poliſh'd bow, 

Periſh the dogs of the chace, | 

Periſh whate'cr retards 

The ſteps of loitering Cadwal! 
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Simp lex & ITngenua eft 1 Vox ; flebilis, 


interm iſa, fracta, conciſa Oratio. 
LowTn, de Sacra Poeſi, Prelect. 22. 
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O, Queen of Song, to otlier ſhades repair, 
Go, and inform ſome happier poet's lay; 


For theſe my haunts are clouded ofer with care, 
No longer here the laughing Graces play. 


There was a time when Envy's wayward eye, 
There was a time when Slander's canker'd tongue 

Reach'd not my heart; but at thy minſtrelſy 
Difarm'd, confeſs'd the magic of thy ſong, 


Oh! then what joy, to mingle in the flow 

Of ſouls, that Nature in one mould had caſt ; 
The preſent hour to hail with open brow, 

And in reflection ſweet live ofer the paſt ! 


Oh ! then what joy, along the plains to rove, 
The rural plains, to muſes ever dear, 
And teach the mimic ſtrain to flow with love, 
While fancy drop'd th' imaginary tear 
| | *T was 
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T was in thoſe plains, periſh the jockleth hour |! 
* May never verdure cloath thoſe plains again; 
Where my free ſoul firſt bow'd to love's dread 


power, 


Where firitT hugg'd the fair, wes Sylvia's chal 


While torturing doubt, warm hope, A el aeſpi 

O'er my wrapt breaſt ſucceſſively prevail; 

I gaz'd, and ſigh'd, and wonderd much, ſo fo 
So ſweet a flower, ſhould paint ſo rude a dale. 


To hear her talk, to ſee her ſweetly ſmile, 
L let my fleecy charge unheeded rove ; 

She ruled my joys and pains, yet all the while 
J little reck'd the hidden cauſe was love. 


Till every nymph, till every taunting ſwain 
Cry'd, « Why the downcaſt look, the harp 
unſtrung ?” 
Till Colin's luckleſs paſſion, Colin J pain 
Became the theme of every wanton tongue. 


Ah, 
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Ah, why was Hope in the deception join? d!“ 
Ah, why did hope beſpeak the fair one free 
Graving her charms more deeply on my mind, 
By painting all thoſe charms reſign'd to me. 


Go, Muſe, or in the majeſty of woe, 
Thy hair diſhevelPd, looſe thy flowing ſtole, 
In ſolemn ſadneſs bid the numbers flow, 
Sad as the gloomy habit of my foul. - 


For all thy powers, for all my hopes are vain, 
In vain I ftrive this Sylvia's heart to move; 
She feigns eſteem, for who like nymphs can feign, 

And gives me pity, when I aſk for love: 


That love, the ſcornful nymph to me denied, 
That love, deſign'd to bleſs ſome happier ſwain; 
Who ſhall perhaps my luckleſs ſuit deride, 
And triumph doubly in a rival's pain. 


O my lov'd Muſe, if ere we toy'd the hours 
In dalliance ſweet, by every paſt delight, 
» By our paſt revels in Parnaſſian bowers, 
Here uſe the reins, and check bold fancy's fight. 
D Nor 
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Nor let me ſee this lilly of my breaſt 

= Refign the treaſure of her virgin charms ; 

See her with glowing check and zoneleſs veſt, 
Fly to ſome more ſucceſsful lover's arms. 


There ſhall the clown, who little knows to raiſe 


| Love's altars, and with taſte his incenſe ſhare, 
With 1deot tare, on all her beauries gaze; 


And own, for Folly's eye muſt own, her fair. 


But I, raſh nymph, ſhall in my turn deride 
Thy ill-placed love; thou in thy turn ſhalt rue 

Thy fruſtrate joys; for with the ebbing tide 0 
Of looſe deſire ſubſide thy pros too. 


Vet peace be her's And thou, whoe' er thou art, 
Deſtined by Heav'n, my treaſure to poſſths; j 
O hear a lover from the warmeſt heart, | 
A faithful lover a falſe miſtreſs bleſs. 


Be not to learn, that Fortune's ſplendid All, 
How large ſoe'er may thy poſſeſſions ſhine, 
Compared with what ſhe gave, is paiſing ſmall, 
With what ſhe gave, when ſhe made Sy wia thine, 
Cheriſh 
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| Cheriſh the blooming miſtreſs in the wife, 
And ever tend her with a lover's care; 

Guard all ker ſteps from all the thorns of life, 
And, if it hurt her, chide th' inclement air. 


f adverſe fortune with malignant ſway 
Call forth the tear; let love thy taſk aſſign, 


To ſit and wipe the courſing tear away: 
Be that thy care, or let that care be mine. 


R LN Wo. 
Mitten en the Author's Return to College, after an 


Abſence of ſeveral Years. 


1 IVE ſummers exil'd from the Muſe's ſear, 
And the fweet converſe of the letter'd gown; 


Now doom'd to the rude villager's retreat, 
Now the dire contraſt of the buſtling town; 


Oh, when will fate regard with pitying eye 
_ Eugenio's ſorrows ! When to the lov'd glades 
| Recall my ſteps! She calls; I haſte, I fly: 
Haunts of my youth, hail ! hail, ye attic ſhades] 
| But 
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But ah, what change ! the cherub Joy is flow1 
And Nature is, or ſeems to be, leſs fair: 


Then roſe no fogs, no clouded ſky was known, 


And nought but zephyrs fann'd the buxom air, A 


Each ſcene, where once the hours were wont to | 

glide : 

On filken wings, with tearful eye J ſee; 
Say, dryad nymps, that o'er theſe ſcenes preſide, 

Say, is the ruthful change in you or me. = 

Ye dear companions of thoſe happy hours, ; 


Where now are ye; whoſe preſence chaſed away 


Each anxious care, made theſe fair fields and bowers, 


Made all theſe glades as Eden's garden gay? r 


They all are gone: ſome in the noble chace 
Of fame are toiling for th' immortal wreath; 
And ſome their ſhort, too ſhort, but glorious race 


Have run, and leep in honourable death, 


Midſt thoſe perhaps ſome future Pitt ſhall riſe, 
On glory's baſe to fix a ſinking land: 


Some 


ay 
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: | Some Wolfe, to give by deeds of high emprize 


B:rth to the ſchemes, his patriot friend hath 
plann'd: | 


Midit theſe who would not wiſh an honour'd name, 
Above the reach of change; while o'er their bier 
Sweet ſounds the ſilver trumpet of fair fame, 


And Virtue drops a tributary tear. 


How have I courted oft occaſion kind, 
How have I ſigh'd in ſecret for ſome ſcene, 
A glowing ſcene, where I might leave behind 
Some {lender record that J once had been! 


But Fate denied me what ſhe gave my friend, 


She call'd him from our'letter'd leiſure's charms ; 
His prime on glory's theatre to ſpend,  - 
And bade him ſheath his youthful limbs in arms, 


Nor was he ſlack, nor deaf to glory's call, 
For in no baſe veins flow'd his crimſon tide : 
Streight from his hand the Muſe's tablets fall, 
Their envied place the martial blade ſupplied. 
|  OxrFoRD, 
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| Oxyord, farewell; he cried : by glory won, 
| T:quit your realms of learned liberty : 
Honour, that calls me forth, ſhall urge me on, 
No bluſh ſhall ſtain your honeſt Check for me. 


100 too, dear youths, adieu ! and DEM again 

hland Peace ſhall wide diffuſe her genial glow; 
Perhaps ſome friend of the Pierian train 

Shall twine the laurel round my warrior brow, 


He ſpoke; the ſteed in martial pride array d, 
Far from his friends, and from his country fat 
Full far from Academus' laurell'd ſhade | 
Bore the brave youth to diſtant ſcenes of war. 


Nor ftoop'd, I ween, his generous ſpirit beneath | 

The warmeſt wiſh the fondeſt friend could frame 
The voice of honour, powerful as the breath 

Of Mars, to urge the brave to deeds of fame. 


See I, or is it fancy's ſportive glow, - 
His ſparkling eye? firſt in the veteran train 
1 fee him, midſt embattled ſquadrons, ſtrew 

Wich Britiſh laurels pale Germania's plain. 
The 
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The trumpets ceaſe, the friend his friend receives, 


The fair repays her lover's toils in war; 
Fires at his trophies, at his dangers grieves, 
And ſighing; ſmiling, counts each glorious ſcar. 


| Haſte then, dear youth, and in my little bower, 


'The bower which friendſhip to the Muſe con- 
ſign'd, | 


Thy checquer'd fate ſhall fill the vacant hour; ; 


Thy deeeds ſhall fire ** friend's 850 muſe 3 
wind. el wer 


Tho? laſh my lonely cot the ſtorm- driven tide, 
Thou in the greater world ſhalt grieve to find, 


That envy, foul-mouth'd calumny, and pride 


Are fiercer, ruder far, than wave or wind. 


Stern fate forbids; and with remorſeleſs rage 
Low lays in foreign duſt his early prime: 

Robs of a gem th' hiſtorian's future page, 
That only aſk'd the brightening hand of time. 
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* The Hon. Jonn SanDYs, who in the courſe of laſt 
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And mark the paſſing hearſe with Saxprs's 
name. 


No breathing marble conſecrate his fame; 
The Muſe's hand this monument ſhall raiſe, 


There th 
War died in Germany. 
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CHARACTER.L 


The PHILOGAMIST. | 
PARENT of bliſs, and ſource of every joy, 
Hail genial Love! 1 
Whether the dallying hour you oy 
With Pſyche ſweet entranced, or ſportive rove 
Arcadia's fabled vales, or haunt Cythera's grove ; 
In happy union bind, the plighted pair, 

Or ſteel the heart of ſome relentleſs fair; ; 
| Unmoved, unconquer'd by the pleading ſigh, 

And big tear ſtarting in the lover's eye: 

Oh ſmile auſpicious on each hollow'd ſtrain, 
To thy dread power the flighty Muſe ſhall raiſe; 

And if juſtly flow the lays, 

Admit me of thy train. 


80 wide, ſo univerſal i is thy ſway, 
In torrid climes, where the tann'd Atbiop glows, | 
On mountains mantled in perpetual ſnows, 


All nature courts thy reign, thy impulſe all obey. 
| - 


e E . 
In field or covert grove, 
With amorous joys elate, 


The Iinnet warbling to his feather'd mate, 


0 


Swells the mellow notes with love. 


P AA 


The pard, forgerful of his native ire, 

With looks complacent eyes his ſpotted dame; 

No ſparks of ſavage rage his breaſt inflame, 

His boſom pants not but with amorous fire. 

In vain the frigid nymph Philoſophy, 

With ſupercilious- brow and proud diſdain, 
Boaſts the aſpiring ſoul to free 

From the ſoft bondage of thy rapturous reign; 
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To root the darling paſſion from the mi ind, 


That bounteous Providence aſſien d 


— —— 
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A charm againſt the poiſon of deſpair, 
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The balm of life, and antidote for care. 


Thy ſoft, thy pleaſing chains to wear, 


By all the powers of love I ſwear, 


—_— 


With tranſports more refined engages me, 
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Than all the patriot boaſts of golden liberty. 


Gentle god of fond deſire, 


Oft as the tumultuous breaſt 


Taſtes 


POEMS. 
Taſtes the pure influence of thy genial zeſt, 
The jarring paſſions ſtraight conſpire; 
And with harmonious ſymphony 
Unite, and center all in thee. 
Stern Ambition drops his wand, 
Avarice opes her niggard hand; 
Rage throws his blood-ſtain'd falcheon by, 
And Anger melts with Pity's eye; 
Revenge is lulFd, Care's torture's ceaſe, 
And all within is calm and PEACE. 
STELLA, behold attendant ſtand 
Here Venus ſon, and Hymen there, 
Ready to watt your wing'd command; 
Be then leſs fair, or leſs ſevere, 
See how they point ro yonder bed, 
Where Flora has her mantle ſpread 
Rich with the product of the ſmiling year: 
Unnumber'd ſweets of various hue, 
Such as ere while on Ida's mountain grew, 
Pillowing the temples of immortal Jove; 
When by his wily conſort won 


With Cytherea's magic zone, 
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46 PO E M S. 
The laughing Cupids ſaw the Thunderer ſteep'd 


in love, 


Yes I will now take uſury of time 


For all the tedious nights 


Spent over the claſſic page 
Of thoſe who dream'd upon Parnaſſus hill: 
Or them, who ſnatching from oblivion draw 
Deeds, ſuch as Cannæ and Pharſalia ſaw; 
Whoſe labours bid the deathleſs lawrels grow, 
That yet unfaded wreath the hero's brow, 
And in the bold deſcription flouriſh ſtill: 
Or that famed ſage, 


RH Un , AH A ono 


— 


Upon whoſe lips, as antient fable tells, 

Erſt while he ſlept, their balmy ſtore, 

The honey ſweets of every rifled flower, 

The bees officious lodged, there _ their 
waxen cells. 


Dull hours adieu ! Youth's vernal prime, 
Ere nipt by hoary age's wintry blights, 
To pleaſantry, and mirth, and amorous joys invites 


0 


Whilſt 


1 


Love and the Mule ſhall be my guide. 


| In every delegated breaſt inſpires 


O T 
Whilſt by ſome: babling fountain's ſide, 

That through the lone ſequeſter'd grove... | 

Winds its mazy courſe, I rove; , 


There th* harmonious daughter ſhe 

Of Jove and Memory, | 

With many a ſoft example fraught, 

From Time's old records brought, 

Of love and glory's blended influence, tells; 
This plaſtic ſpark, where-e? er it dwells, 


A thirſt for honeſt Praiſe, and fans the hero? 8 fires. 
So whilſt th' illuſtrious 7 rojan dame 

In arms her lord, her Hector ſheathed; 

A tender tale of love ſhe breathed, 

For love and valour aid each mutual flame, 

The warriour foul of young T hemiſtocles 

To the fair Tei eian gave the idle hour, 


Oft ſooth'd the toils of War with amorous eaſe, 


And held ſhort dalliance in the Attic bower. 


The bright effulgence of her charms 


To deeds of glory urged her warlike lord; 
Beat i in his active boſom re $ alarms, 
And 
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1 . 10 E. M S. 
And added force to his deſcending r 
Inſpired the feats that ſet pale Europe free, 


That Greece with da ſaw, and Aerxes bluſh's 


to. ſee.” 


Britons, if freedom in your happy land 
E'er deig'n to fix her delegated ſtand, 
Let no baſe ſlaves of power her reign moleſt, 
Or chaſe to happier realms th' illuſtrious gueſt, 
Oh be each mind with natiye virtue fired, 
Be every breaſt with patriot worth inſpired ; _ 
Nor meanly crouch for aid to foreign * powers, 


To ſhield from Gallic arms the Britiſh towers. 


Not fo the warlike Harry's conquering lance 
Planted his banners in the heart of France : 


Not ſo the Britiſh lion learn'd to roar 
With waſteful rage along the Norman ſhore ; 
No foreign power was then implored, of 
When 
* This Ode was written at the time when Heſſians and 
Hanoverians were hired to guard Britain from the terror of 
the arms of France. And who would think, the Admini. 
ſtration that could adopt ſo infamous a mcaſure, ſhould at 


this time be held up as au object of admiration z and the Prince 
that could ſuffer it, be extolled as a pattern of magnanimity! 


'd 
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When royal Edward led the bold campaign, 
And the boy fleſh'd his maiden ſword | 
On Creſh's memorable plain. 
Dare to be men z and let the glowing charms 
Of Britiſh beauties. aid the Briton's arms, 
And when by love and liberty led on 
Your truſty ſwords, on which fair victory 
Sits ſmiling, ſhall your injured country free, 
Wreſt the drawn dagger from Oppreſſion's hand, 


And give blithe Peace to wave her olive wand: 


Oh then cry hail on Abion's happy ſoil, 
Let feſtive mirth the genial hours employ 
In days of pleaſant toil, ; 

And nights of virtuous joy. 

Then whilſt the coy one's grace to winz 
In ſome ſequeſter'd arbour's ſhade, 

Her artiſt hand in idle hour had made, 


And deck'd with vernal flowers, and twiſted eglan- 


tine, 
You count the perilous dangers of the war, 
Your wounds received, your trophies won ; 
How will her tender boſom pant with fear! 


Ober the ſad tale the drops a tear, 


E | And 
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50 P O E M S. 


And breathes a ſigh for every ſcar. 
Till ſinking on her hero's breaſt, 
With pity and with lo ve oppreſt; 
Her melting eyes, her riſing bluſhes yield 


To crown with virtuous love the labours of the field. 


| 


CHARACTER I. 


The MISOGAMIST. 


S Love, as amorous bards have ſhewn, 
The cordial drop, that Heaven, 
To make this cup of life go down, 
Indulgently hath given ; 


On lap of ſome ſelected fair, 
| Lull the rude ſwell of ſtormy care 


There let the nectar-bathed kiſs, 
Pervade the heart with rapturous bliſs, 
Till the fond foul be melted quite 

In ecſtaſies of ſoft delight. h 


And 


d 


25% 
And pity tis, ſo rich repaſt 
Should fail ſo very ſoon ; 


Too rich, if fame ſay true, to laft 


Even to the ſecond moon. 
With galling yoke about the neck, 
Which nothing elſe than death can break ; 
Midſt nights of care, and days of ſtrife, 
The days and nights of man and wife; 
Heavens | what a bitter draught we find, 


The rich zeſt gone, remain 1 behind 


E'er ſince the old primeval ſin, 

When the firſt beauteous face | 
Leagued with the devil our fire drew in; ; 
To damn his wretched race : 

From female charms what public crimes 


Redounded to ſucceeding times? 


7 


Hence murthers, rapes, ſubverted laws, 


And cities razed in beauty's cauſe; 
In beauty's cauſe are hatch'd deceits, 
And crimſon laughter ſtalks the ſtreets. 


The 


# 
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The bard attunes th? heroic ſtrings f 
To deeds of high emprize; 
Love ſpeeds the ſhaft, the poet unge . 
Of beauty and black eyes. 
Unnerved by love, unaw'd by ſhame, . 
The hero quits the paths of fame; : 
Deſerts the trumpetꝰs dread alarms ; | : 
The groans of death, the blaze of arms; 4 
Some fair one's ſofter glance to meet, B 
And languiſn at a lady's feet. 
The ſhaggy ſkin'afide was thrown 
By Jove's immortal * ſon ; T 
While veſted in a lady's gown 
The brawny hero fpun. In 
The + Roman loft, for beauty's charms, 
The conquer'd world to Cæſar's arms: ® 
The + Pthian for his raviſh'd dame, _- 


Regardleſs of his friends or fame, | 
Retires from toil and martial deeds ; 
The fleet is fired, Patroclas bleeds. 


| | In 
* Hercules. + Anthony, { Achilles. 
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In love's gay garden unconfined, 
Go waſte the toying hour; | 

Yet there the ſerpent-ſting you'll find, 
Beneath each varied flow'r. 

There loath'd Sa rIE T ſhall cloy 

The appetite with nauſeous joy; 
While dread RRMORSE ſucceeds behind, 
And languors cloud the vapour'd mind: 
And pale Disz asz's hideous train, 
Blaſts life's calm eve with care and pain. 


Nor purer joys expect to prove 
In a fond huſband's ſtate ; 
Teiz'd by the fair one's too much love, 
Or blaſted by her hate, 
In ſilken bondage you mult tend, 
Renounce your pleaſures and your friend ; 
Or from the unharmonious place 
Fly with diſtraction in your face, 
And leave the lady to compoſe 
Her vixen jars with fops and beaux. 
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54 POEM 8. 
Then to emblaze fome booby heir, 
Turn niggard, ſtarve and ſave; 
Wealth to amaſs be all your care, 
Nor bluſh to be a knave. 
There may a miſer's fame defend 
Your board againſt th* intruding friend 
Unknown, unenvied, while you dwell, 7 
Where hoarſely grating hinges tell, 
The Churl's inhoſpitable door 
1; ever barr'd againſt the poor, 


Go climb the bark, unfurl the fails, 

And truſt the vernal breeze; 

Nor ever think that rougher gales 
Will ride the troubled ſeas. 

But truſt not each capricious wile, 

That couches under beauty's ſmile ; 

Nature will never break for you 

Her courſe, to form one woman true ; 

And pleaſure, that from beauty ſprings, 

Love poiſons with a thouſand ſtings. | 


8 ME 
What tho? the fair love-whiſperer no 
All golden ſmiles, &er long - 

Black ſtorms ſhall gather on her brow, 
And thunder point her tongue, , 
Where now the Loves and Graces reign, 

The wayward look that ſpeaks diſdain, 
The pert tongue, that each foible hits, 
The air where diſaffection ſits, 

And jealous eye's ſquint-glance ſhall prove 
How real all thy bleſſings, Love. 


CHARACTER III 


The RE CL US E. 


ROM buſy hum of men, and all their cares, 
And all their tinſel joys, bear me, kind powers, 


To ſome ſequeſter'd manſion, ſweet receſs 

Of dove-eyed Solitude : for Solitude 

In this bad world is bliſs. Mantle the walls 

With ivy's ſolemn gloom : let antique woods, 

That never felt the mercileſs woodman's ſtroke, 

Impervious guard the lone inhabitant | 

F rom foot of man. The ſavage, hunger-ſtung, 
The 
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The hollow winds are not ſo fierce and rude, 
Not half fo falſe as he. I and the brute, 

That wears his love and hatred in his looks, 
The honeſt-hearted brute, will live and reign 
Joint n of the realm. 

| Man of the world, 
Say, why reſlection- s powers, the ſtretch of thought, 
That bounds from pole to pole, that overleaps 
The limits of this ſublunary ſcene, 

And ſwifter than the forked lightening ſhoots 
The vaſt gulph of immeaſurable ſpace? 

Is it to toil and ſweat for dirty ore, 

Still heaping bags on bags, and ſighing ſtill 
For. more: ? Is it on Pleaſure's lazy couch 

To loll, and ſurfeit on her fading flowers? 

Is it to ruggle for Ambition's reed, 

Precarious good; good only, well applied 

Or on the world's wide ſtage to ſtrut about, 
And vainly court a periſhable fame; 
Which Slander's breath at will can blow away ? 


Was 


PO E M S. 39 
Was it for this, that heaven with form ere, 
And towering mind, diſtinguiſh'd man? Down, 
down, 3 
proud lord of earth, and herd with brutes, for brutes, 
Thy fellow brutes can mate ſuch vaunts as thoſe. 
Th induſtrious ant can teach thee how to hoard 
Treaſure on treaſured. ſtores, and toil for more: 
Thy boaſt of pleaſure ſhares the grovling ſwine : 
Go to the panting ſteed, the martial cock, 
Like thee they kindle with Ambition's fires. 


Other, far other cares be mine : to curb 
The rage of paſſions, aſcertain the bounds 
That virtue dares not paſs, and one by one | 
Tear from the mind deform'd each cancerous vice. 
Lend, Contemplation, lend thy eagle wing ; 5; 
And, from the dregs of this vile world upraiſed, 
Ie foul Hall dart her curious eye to realms 
Of future bliſs; and with congenial ſouls, 
There mingling, in bold ecſtaſy of mind, 
Anticipate her ſummons. 1 


O'er the gate, 
Daughter of Heavn, O bear my raptured thoughts, 
| The 
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þ The gate, that death alone can ope; where late Th 

| J ſaw a parent enter: guardian powers, Of 
Preſerve me from another hour like that, Of 

When anguiſh-wrung theſe orphan eyes beheld In 

The tendereſt parent, and the ſweeteſt friend, Or, 

The awful portal paſs: nor J alone Th 

With pious woe beſtrew'd his honour'd hearſe, Th 

For every friend of virtue wept with me. Pat 

Robb'd of his guiding hand, that erſt was wont Or 

To pilot my light bark of life, amidft Th 

The tempeſt-driven ſurges, rocks, and ſhoals _ By 

Of this diſaſtrous world, I will not truſt | | But 

So frail a thing in ſuch a perilous main: WI 
: ' But here aloof, ſequeſter'd, and ſecure In 
1 From all its frowns, from its more dangerous ſmiles, Yo 
| | hi Leave vice and folly to divide the whole, E Th 
5 Th 
10 Dear ſhade, what tho' theſe adamantine valves An 
Cloſe horrible between 1 us : the pure ſpirit, | Far 
New-plumed her wing, unclogg d with earthy cares, Th 

Shall from her mortal dungeon ſteal, and ſtray, WI 

And hold in better worlds ſweet converſe with thee, Th 

Whether enfranchiſed, throꝰ the vaſt expanſe Its 


Thy 


1 6 MK 53 
Thy ſoul expatiates free at the ſurvey 0019 Vf 
Of Nature's ſecrets, and the plaſtic power 
Of him, whoſe word ſupreme i is Nature 8 law, gt 
In adoration rapt, and pious praiſe: 1 ** DUO 
Or, in the rank of miniſtering angels placed, 4 
Thy office to impel, reſtrain, and guide | 
The footſteps of the juſt f in paths of peace, 


Paths ſo well known, and lately trod by thee : iT 


Or at th afſembly of the great and good, 

The great, the good, diſtinguiſh'd now no more 
By ſceptre, mitre, coronet, or ſtar, 

But the perennial badge of their good deeds; 


With patriarch, prieſt, and prophet mingling there 


In converſe, or adoratory ſong 

You wait the dread, the fore-appointed day, 

The bleſt change, and perfection of the jult : 

Tir aſpiring ſoul, with holy fervor rapt, 

And purged from all the ſtains of this vile world, 

Far as her earth-retarded wing can reach 

Thy diſencumber'd flight, ſhall follow thee, 

Where'er thou art: for that thou art, 

This intellectual ray, which J call ſoul, 

Its eſſence action, interdicts a doubt. 
Welcome 
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& 


And thou too welcome, ſweet enthuſiaſt Hope; 


For ye ſhall let no ſolitary hour 


elcome heart eaſing thoughts, and pleaſant 


W 


And when the ſummons of tremendous Fate 
' Shall call me hence ; theſe ſublunary ſcenes 
Me quit, nor caſt one wiſhtul look behind. 


Paſs unenjoy'd and unimproved away. 
The terror-ſtriking eye of Fate ſhall ſee 
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Ny on whom with no retorted eye 

Hath Fortune frown'd, on whom with laviſh hand 

Nature hath ſcatter'd bleſſings, fair and bland 
Though Pleaſure ſmile, th' inſidious ſyren fly. 
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The arts of poliſh'd life, the claſſic ſtrain, 
The myſtic labyrinths of legal lore, 
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A while forget; the toils a while give o'er, - 15 
That lead to Glory's periſhable fane. : yh 


And let excurſive thought, that loves to climb 
Th expanſe of ſpace, to Heaven's empyreal height 
Oft ſhape the way, and wing the ſoul for Ou" | 
For little onward ere the tide of time 
Shall roll, ſtern Fate will becken us away; 
| Ah, then how little boot theſe pageants of the day! 
„ SON. 
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To the N of * „ Fans e 


1 Shade ſo lately cloath'd i in mortal clay, 
But of ſuperior mold; for every charm | 


Was thine, that might 2 lover's boſom warm, 


Soft eaſe attempering beauty 8 viyid ray : 


By love's ae alias by friendſhip s ſocial care, 
Ah why ſo ſpeedy to direct thy flight 
To the bleſt manſions of eternal light, 


— 


And leave my Sun of Hope to ſet in dark deſpair ! 


To orovie on amidſt the cares of life, | 
And feed on woe, Why leave me 1—* Rather why, 


— 


e Il ſeem to hear th' enfranchiſed ſpirit reply 
ce « Of fighs and tears, ah why this uſeleſs ſtrife! 


The boon in humble ſilence to reſign. 
The 
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, QUPPOSE, a paſſion for ſome luring fair, 
Gay, full of wiſhes, ſprichtly, debonnair; 

Say, who could blame it? but in ſpite of ſhame 

1 And beggary to cheriſh ſuch a flame, 


And to our boſom hug the charming pain; 


Should we deſerve compaſſion or difdain ? 
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Such he, who in theſe unpropitious times, 
Raſhly adventures in the realm of rhimes ; 


Leaves plodding prudence to ker golden ſchemes, 
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And takes the Mule, and ſtarves on golden dreams. 
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Once as I lay, (etwas not on Pindus' top, e 1 
I ne'er ſlept there, nor ever drank a drop 
Of Hippocrene; whoſe waters thoſe who taxe em 1 
Make poets faſt as critics can unmake em) 
Once 


— 
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Once as I lay, 'twas on mere Engliſh ground, 


And nought but Engliſh breezes breathed around, 


All- penſive, no intruding mortal nigh, 
Moſs was my bed, my canopy the ſky : 
While trick'd in ſmiles the flower-embroider'd Spring 
Diffuſed a thouſand charms on every thing : + 
A nymph approach'd-me on the painted green, 
Of gentle air, and more than mortal mien, 
Expreſſive were her looks, and in her eye 
A melting ſoftneſs temper'd majeſty : 


Looſe flow'd her gloſſy ſtole of various hues, 


Which, wroughtin fancy's loom, proclaim'd the muſe. 
Her flying fingers ſinote a ſilver lyre, 

At which ſuch airs ſuch ecſtaſy inſpire ; 

I ſtarted, pauſed, and wildly gazing round, 
Drank love and rapture at the magic ſound. 


I own'd my paſſion, pleaſed to find the voice 
Of partial Friendſhip juſtified my choice. 
From thence adieu, th' anxieties of life, 

The flirting miſtreſs, and the flouting wife! 
| Adieu, 


US 


But in the midſt of all my amorous joy, 


(For when does pleaſure come without alloy?) 


. FO &.. .: 
Adieu, for me, to all the little arts, 
That men of towering heads, and grovling hearts 

Uſe, on Promotion's ſcale while they aſpire 

To rife a little and a little higher; 1 
Adieu the pains, to call for ſome few years 0 
On this vile ſurface ſome few acres theirs! 

Other my ſtudy, other was my aim, 

The Muſe my miſtreſs, and her dowry Fame, 


And no fond lover, ere the ſecond moon 
Taught him how ſhort was Love's ambroſial noon, 
How ſoon untuned his joyous minſtrelſy, 

Was half ſo fond, ſo fimply fond, as I. 


Behold!a hearſe : *twas SHENSTONE'S hearſe paſs'd by 
In ſolemn ſtate, and check*d my ecitaly. 
Each Muſe attends the bier with harps unſtrung, 
Grief in her eye, and ſilence on her tongue; 
Reſounded then no airs of tuneful glee, 1 | 
No ſtrains but thoſe of fad Melpomene : 

B—ᷓ— Drooping 
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Drooping his wings, his ſhafts all ſcatter'd round, 
Love dragg'd his uſeleſs bow along the ground. 


Struck with the ſight, for often have I hung 
With pleaſing rapture while the poet ſung, 
Could not the Muſe, I cried, whoſe ſtrains divine 


Once won the gracious ear of Proſerpine, 

Made hell's dread lord yield back the gift of Fate, 
Lull'd the three-headed monſter at the gate, 
And half redeem'd the dead; could ſhe not ſave 
Her tuneful favourite from the early grave ? 
„The Muſe,” — replied a voice, the voice of Truth: 


et was the Mule and Taſte, misjudging youth, 
That haſten'd thus the hapleſs Poet's doom, 


And calld that SEN STONE to an early tomb. 


They lured the youth from Fortune's warm embrace Ls 

With promiſed wreaths in Glory's ſplendid race; 

They gave him the bewitching power to pleaſe, C 

Taught him to live with elegance and caſe, E To 

And, all- imparadiſed in his Leſſowes, E The 

With dreams Peng lulPd him to repoſe : 1 
While, 8 


yo 


me 


PO E % 67 
While, faithleſs ſtewards, they kept every key, 
And barr'd the door againſt oeconomy. _ 
Mean time unbridled Fancy forward ſprings, 
Nor ſtoops ſo low as temporary things. 
Reflection, waking from her reverie, 
For ſhe had been as faſt aſleep as he, 
At length appriſed him of his ruin'd ſtate : 


But, ſober-footed dame, ſhe came too late. 


For now confined within a narrower bound, 
His plough-ſhare cut th? hereditary ground; 
His ſever'd fields had other maſters known, 
And, even his darling Zeſſowes ſcarce his own, 
His hoſpitable door, that erſt ſtretch'd forth 
Its open valves to poverty and worth, 

Felt the grim dun's rude knock: beneath the ſtroke 
His heart too great to bend, or bear it, broke.“ 


Conflicting paſſions ſtreight my breaſt inflame, 
Love of the Muſe, and facred love of Fame; 
The dread of Penury and her thouſand ſtings, 
Herſelf the leaſt of all the ills ſhe brings, 

Scorn and Contempt, heart-piercing Ridicule; 
TH 1lliberal jeſt of every ſilken fool, 
| | — 
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And as the brazen tower, which poets tell us 


| Guarded fair Danae from fine young fellows, 


5 Arm'd with a magic ſtaff, by magic word, 


68 8. 
The diſtant Pride, the air of Inſolence, 
The man of money pays the man of ſenſe. 


My mind on ſuch a train of thought employ d, 
I haſte to tell the mournful tale to Lrovp. 
But where is he? In Britain's Chriſtian land, 
Hard by the drabbled harlot's public ſtand, 
Hard by the ſacred ſtructure of St. Paul, 
Hard by where Rock hangs out the golden ball; 


In Britain's realms of boaſted Liberty, 1 
Where every vice but Poverty is free, | | hre 
A caſtle ſtands: within whoſe ſtrait domains Beyo 
A hundred- handed giant lives and reigns, 
Hight Bondage; gorges there his ravenous maw, That 
And thrives beneath the privilege of law. | 


None ere could enter but in golden ſhowers, 
So none without them can get out from our's. 


A monſter foul, by gods and men abhorr'd, 
A Catchpole drives the hapleſs victims in, 


His charter violence, and poverty their ſin. 
1 here 


Pp. 0-E 0-8. 69 
There enter'd I the regions of diſtreſs, 
Midſt groups beſet with rags and wretchedneſs 


Where the chaſte wife, whom fond affection warms, 
d, Hangs on the huſband's neck; the huſbands arms 
Infold a hapleſs babe, uncloath'd, unfed, 

That on its famiſh'd father calls for bread: 
Condemn'd to ſloth by ſome hard turns of fate, 
The uſeleſs member of a waſting ſtate, | 


ll; | | 
The Dardan chief, ſcarce ſtruck with greater fear, 


Thro' regions ſcarce more diſmal, dark, and drear, 

Beyond the Stygian waves the Sybil led 

Along the paly manſions of the dead ; 

Than me my halt-ſtarved guide. All toils at laſt 
Surmounted, and all threatening dangers paſt, - 
2 Where Heaven's beſt bleſſings, liberty and light, 
This ſcarce admitted, that excluded quite, 

Reflect new horrors on the dreary void 


14W, 


Of an unſavoury cell: there found I LLovp. 


Ah me! and is it thus : are theſe the ways, 


By which the learned land of Britain pays 
Wit, 


4 
nere 


e O N58 

Wit, genius, learning? this their poor avail? 
O, ſhield me from the horrors of a Jail, 

I call not now, deceitful Mufe, on thee, 

Sweet city virtue, ſtaid Economy, 

Who loveſt the primneſs of a fringed cravat, 
And lurk'ſt beneath the Quaker's broad-brim'd hat; 
Ere grown too bulky, teach me to amend 

My faults, and be for once a poet's friend. 


Since ſuch the train of evils that purſues, 
In theſe unfriendly days, the heaven-form'd Muſe; 
What ſhall ſhe do? to her own ruin run, 

And ſee the evils which ſhe cannot ſhun ? 
No : brave Reſolve ſhall take her turn to reign, 
And guard fond F ancy from one tuneful ſtrain. 
Pl turn my idle Pegaſus to graze 
Parnafſus* barren mount, and feed on bays : 
Deſert the choir of the Pierian maids, 
Nor longer languiſh under Theſpian ſhades ; 
Thoſe maids, that lure with all that Hope can frame, 
Then cheat their votaries with an empty name. 
So Laura gulls Sir Plume with ſeeming grant 
Of all that ſhe can give, or he can want : 

But 


lat; 
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She laughs, and wonders at his impudence. 


Adieu the joys th' enthuſiaſt Muſe inſpires, 


When glows the breaſt with F ancy's rapid fires 3 g 


When bright ideas pouring on the ſoul 


Wing the pure ſp! rits, and heay*n-lent raptures rowl. | 


Adieu the plague, to tax the labouring brains 


Azainſt Minerva's will for meagre ſtrains : 


Hard labouring on ſome coſtive thought to hit, 


When lowly, ſlowly, flow the ſtreams of wit 3 
When no kind Muſe will interpoſe her aid, 
And Genius; like a coy and baſhful maid, 
Mocks the vain pleading of our warm deſires, 


The more we preſs, the farther ſhe retires. 


9 


Thus diſencumber'd of the poets name, 
Shall J purſue ſome other road to Fame: 
Inſtead of delving in Parnaſſian mines, 
Hemm'd in with news- papers and magazines, 
Shall I, in this rare annals-writing age, 
With deeds of Britiſh heroes ſwell my page 
Hiſtoric 3 
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But when to al] is urged the knight's pretence, 
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Hiſtoric; and, as modern cuſtom is, 
Rob old hiſtorians for new hiſtories ? 


9 


Or high as Heaven direct my towering flight, 
And arm'd with tube and aſtrolabe all night 
Study che ſtars, become aſtrologer, 
| And rival mighty Philomath next year ? 
Or publiſh ſermons, better call'd eſſays, 


Made, luteſtring mode, for ſummer ſabbath days; 
| While, drawn in by che quaintneſs of a name, 

Subſcriptions pay me, tho? I fail of fame. 

Or flowery novelliſt make my readers ſmile 
With Triſmegilthus life in Yorick's ſtile : 

Where if no brilliant tale of a great noſe 
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Twixt impudence and dulneſs interpoſe— 
Hey, preffo !—let me try thy magic ſpell, | 1 
Facetious STERNE : **** four ſtars do juſt as well. v 
So have I ſeen, the lovely lively PopE / 8 
With artful negligence toſs up her hoop; 

The ſight ſupplies the author's lack of wit, 
And gains a plaudit from th* admiring pit. 
Or from the vain fantaſtic world remote, 
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From Fame's fair ſtrains, and Cenſure's louder 
note, 
- 5 Shall 
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Shall I live out the poor remains of life, 
Bleſt with retirement and a loving wife? 


Retirement !—yes : whatever little claim 
An artleſs careleſs bard may have to Fame; 
One who, thanks heaven! neꝰer took the Muſe to wife 


For better or for worſe, a drudge for life; 


But uſed her as a miſtreſs for his pleaſure: | 
Yes, queen of eaſe, and nurſe of letter'd leiſure, 


Fame and her faireſt offers I reſign, 


To wed, and bed with thee, and make thee mine, 
But for the wife, with bliſs and raptures fraught, 
*Tis an affair that aſks a ſecond thought, 


And O ye Powers, whoſe ſacred inſſuence ſ wells 
The ſecret ſtores of fancy's teeming cells, ; 
With meek philoſophy's attempering ray 
Soften the fervour of the Mule's lay: 

Give me to read, as far as read we can, 
That ænigmatic book, the page of man; 
Give me to trace the workings of the mind, 
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The various ſprings that move, the chains that bind, 
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As humour, habit, prejudice controul, 
Or prompt the daring fallies of the ſoul; 
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From thence inveſtigate the manner'd plan, 
That marks the block head, or that makes the man, 
Amidſt the numerous paths conducting through 


„ 


The world's wide tract, there's one exactly true: 
Streight as a line it cuts the ſpacious plain; ; 
That path O teach the noyice Muſe to gain. | 
It leads direct to Virtue's fair abode, 
And peace and pleaſantneſs beſtrew the road. 
True genuine virtue, which in diſtant climes, 
Amidſt the vaſt viciſſitude of times, 
Burns uniformly ; labour as we may 
To ſmooth, refine, and fritter it away. 
So, if the bard the wreath for merit twine, 
Fair truth ſhall ſtamp the bullion of his line; 
Give to heroic worth its laſt beſt claim, 
Fate in his words, his praiſe the breath of fame: 
With equal praiſe and with impartial rhime 
The Po, rankling with ſome ſecret crime, 
Which 
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Which mocks the reach of law, ſo ſhall he bare; 
And, while applauding juſtice fills the chair. 
Of Lord high Chancellor conduct the part 

With all the virtue of a BaTrvrsr's heart, 


TM: 
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OECONOMY of TIME: 


An EPpiSTLE to HARDIN OE STRACEY, E; 


X) Har joy, dear friend, to caſt a look behind, 
En And on the glowing tablet of the mind, 
Where memory's faithful pencil hath pourtray'd 
Our pains and pleaſures, that, like light and ſhade, 
Contending ever in a kindred ſtrife, 


Swell the fair vivid picture of paſt life: 
What pleaſure there to trace each former ſcene 
Of the great drama, where ourſelves have been 
Chief actors; wonder at each fond deſire, 
That ſet the little world of man on fire, 


The 
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The pleaſure-winged hour live o'er again, 
And ſmile ſecure at that which gave us pain t 


Oh for thoſe hours, when in the Attic ſhade 
Of academic groves we wildly ſtray'd, 
As taſte and fancy led; with each choice flower 
Of ſcience wove the wreath in Friendſhip's bower; 
And humbly bowing at the ſhrine of Truth, 
With the warm zeal, and eager hand of youth, 
Pluck'd up each hoary prejudice by root, 
That in thoſe fair glades the faireſt fruit. 


While thirſt of knowledge illinſp! pires your ſoul, 
To ſeize the flying moments as. they —_— 
How vaſt, how various is the motley throng, 
That ſee thoſe moments idly glide along. 

Had heav*n, cries FLoRIo, placed my happier birth 
In nature's prime; ere on th* unhallow'd earth 
Full ſeven ſcore days the ſtagnate waters ſtood, 
And hill and dale confeſs'd the general flood: 
When the ſan's equal influence gilt the ſphere, 
And ſpring perpetual ſmiled thro? all the year; 

| When 
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When prodigal of time, indulgent bens 
To man's longeval progeny had given 


An age of thrice three hundred years! Why then, 


Inftead of trifling threeſcore years and ten, 
Had folly flouriſh'd as in this our day, ? 
In dreſs, coquetry, nonſenſe, noiſe, and play, : 
Juſt thrice three hundred years had FLORIO 
whiled away. J 


At ten the captain wakes, unglues his eyes, 
The preſt repeater gives the hour to riſe; | 
Oh then what ſtudy ſorrowing time to kill 
In the adjuſtment of his diſhabille ! 1 
At length with furbiſh'd cheek, and eſſenced hair, 
He fits out half the beau with all his care : 
And, if the captain haply can, in ſpite 
Of modiſh education, read and write, 
Smit with the love of ſcience freight he burns, 
And from the toilette to his ſtudies turns. 


Reads decent RocutsTER, writes billet-doux 


In rhunes miſ. ſpelbd, or puzzles o' er the news. 
Soon as to o the circling minutes glide, 

Faſhion, with Folly ſauntering by her ſide, 
N The 
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The pretty coxcomb from his labours call, 
To the bright figures in the crouded Mall. 


From thence, the toilet, tavern, and the play, 
Fill up th' important buſineſs of the day. 


His evening ſteps forbears the moral muſe 
To trace to Arthur's, Boodle's, or the ſtews; 
Or to ſome city-deputy's fair ſpouſe, 


e at C- E-HousE? 


Or to ſome lady 


See! ſauntering Tom, his daily courſe purſue, 
Intent to hear or tell of ſomething new, 
To auction, Park, or Tennis-court, and range 


Each coffee-houſe, from W acon? s to the Chang 


Who baſks in royalty's meridian ray, 
And what poor ſoul was *rump'd the laſt Court day: 


What caſhier'd ſtateſman droops in filent ſorrow, 
And who will be prime miniſter to-morrow : 
What lady play'd at ombre with what peer, 
Loſt in a night the income of a year; | 
2. The 


* Ryump'd, the meaning of which word, though not 
to be found in Johnſon's Dictionary, is very we!l un- 
derſtood at Court. 
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The next redeem'd it, and with what addreſs, : 
To hear and tell, is all his happineſs. 


No ſelfiſh cares engroſs his generous mind, 


His buſineſs is the buſineſs of mankind. 


Yet, STRAczY, theſe are they, who grieve to find, 
On retroſpect, ſo ſhort a ſpace behind: 
So ſhort a ſpace, that from their natal day, 
Till trembling on to meet their kindred clay, 
At threeſcore years; the lite of threeſcore years 
Void of all parts, a very point appears. - 
To bid this life with genuine luſtre ſhine, 
And lengthen out the point into a line, 
Let us the knowledge court; and, that poſſeſt, 


To moths and colleges leave all the reſt. 


When orient Phœbus tips the hills with red, 
And vice and folly are juſt crept to bed 
Then moſt alert, the ſoul's etherial ray 
To realms of knowledge loves to wing its way. 
Bear me, where Fancy, ſweet enchantrels, reigns, 
To bowers Heſperian, or to Eden's plains; 
Or where the doughty knights in armour ſheene, 
Swell the proud triumphs of the Fairy Queen. 
Now 
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Now on the eagle wing of NE wTox ſoar, She 
And realms untrod by human foot explore A 
Inveſtigate th' eccentric comet's courſe, - _ Wig 
See with what various, what united ce, Wit 
The vagrant planets round their centre wheel, I yh; 
And climb the mountains of Wen moon with Kc hall 


| | Driv 
To trace the windings of n devious mind, And 


And dart a piercing look into mankind. 


Leet ſapient Horace teach; for man is now Le 
Much what he was two thouſand years ago. In gil 
If old Milonius laugh'd, and danced, and ſung, That 

When the fifth flaſk had loos'd his legs and tongue: Cœleſ 
When rich effluvia of the bright champaign O'er h 

Add fervor to St. Francis pious brain, Let br 
And the wax taper yields a double flame; While 
The world reports his ſaintſhip does the ſame. Some r 

| Whoſe 


The bile of FLaccus could ſweet Lyct move, ill ce 


That blooming veteran in the camp of Love II hold 

Old in intrigues, and ſkilPd in every art, . 

To melt in pleaſure's bower the firmeſt heart, Phi 
She! 


_— 


1 g 


She itches to re- act each wanton ſcene, 

And thinks herſelf at eighty but eightcen. 
Without a tooth, without one decent grace, 
With paralytic head, and painted face; 
While trembles on her ear the diamond ring, 
Shall Coſma think herſelf a fine young thing: 
Drive at each giddy foible of the age, 


And have no place in ſatire's roomy page? 


Let great Sir SAPLING round his acres roll, 
In gilded car, and bleſs his little ſoul ; 
That every acre's fair extent he ſees, 

Celeſtial ectaſy of bliſs ! is his. 

O'er hill and ſteepy dell in wild career 

Let brutes their brother brutes of reaſon bear; 
While fifty curs with deep-mouth'd eloquence, 


Some magie philtre to the head diſpenſe, 


Whoſe vaſt expanſion fills each vacancy of ſenſe: 
ill cenſure he that will my pedant pride, 
I hold unerring reaſon on his fide, 
In whoſe well fancied plan of life unite 
Their kindred powers, inſtruction and delight: 
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Where every morning, on her roſy wings, 


To the rapt ſoul fome gem of knowledge brings; ” 
Till from each groſſer grov'ling care refin d, Nee 
In native purity th* aſpiring mind PU 
To other happier realins enfranchiſed climbs, " 
Mixt with the great and good of other times. Thy 


Mzonia's mighty bard, whoſe liquoriſh taſtes 
Ne'er ſilent ſtipp'd the ſeaſon of repaſt, 
Would now remind us in ſome ſavoury line, 
That time and appetite provoked to dine. 
The good old bard midſt battles, duels, leagues, 
Harangues, debates, plots, councils, and intrigues, 
Purſuings, flyings, trophies, and defeats, 
Always remembers Agamemnon's treats : 
Runs o'er each culinary unplement, 
For then the Kitchen was with few content, 
A cauldron, ſpit, and knife were every thing 
That furniſh'd out the kitchen of a King: 
The golden goblet crowns with mantling wine, 
And ſeems to {mack his lips at every line. 
But importations from our neighbour France, 
Of thoſe who teach to eat, and teach to dance, 

_ Have 
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Have been of late ſo numerous; it would poſe 
A moderate modern genius, even of thoſe 
Who frame on ſilken deſk their ſilken lay, 
And dine with their Mæcenas every day, 


Sir Oxko's apparatus to purſue 
Through rots, bouillee, fricaſſee, and ftew. 


For me, to whom th* indulgent hand of heaven 
Enjoyments many, and few wants have given; 
No wiſh, high-graſping at whoſe giant ſize = 
We ſink in virtue, as in height we riſe : 48 
Who, rather than depend on ſmiles and frowns | 8 
Of thoſe who wear or thoſe who flatter crowns, | 
Would ſpurn the table, luxury had ſpredd. 88 
To dine with freedom on a cruſt of bread ; 
So circumſtanced where powers deſcriptive fail | 
The feeble mule, let brevity prevail, | 
Suppoſe us dined : and dined luxurious too, 
For you remember that I dined with you. 
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Now let the glaſs, with moderation crown'd, bf 
Engender mirth, and bid the laugh go round. 5 
In 9 


$4 
In- 
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eaſy diſhabile let fancy ſit 


Sole arbitreſs, and give a looſe to wit. 


But ah! let not the mind's convivial flow, 


Where pleaſure reigns, and care unbends her brow, 


Invite too long to ſit, too oft to paſs 


The dulcet poiſon of the circling glaſs. 
Better to fields, or panſied meads repair, 
And taſte the fragrance of the evening air: 


Where nature throws her virgin charms around, 


Scents the pure breeze, and paints the dædal ground; 
While the fair finiſh'd landſcape meets the eye, 
And hill and dell in gay confuſion lie. 


Here *thro* th* indented field a current glides, 
Laving with amorous Eiſs its verdant fides : 
No eddying whirlpool with ejected mud 
Stains the pure brightneſs of the ſilver flood ; 


No headlong cataract inter rupts its flow, 


Pellueid, ſmooth, and regularly flow. 


In 


* The charms, which natural objects preſent, may 


be 


reduced under the three following arrangements: 


the regular, the beautiful, and the ſublime, This 


idea the inſtances here adduced are intended to illuſtrate, 
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The hawthorn there diſplays its painted velt : 


The brown oak rears its towering head on high: 
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In all the decent charms of nature dreſt, 


Breathe freſh, ye.gales, and bid the bloomy ſpray, 
Waving in many a wanton movement, play. : 
Tis then it ſtrikes with elegance and eaſe, 
And beauty gives it every power to pleale, 
In all the pride of ſullen majeſty, 
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Awful, exulting in its ſtrength, it charms. 
With ſtate ſublime ; a hundred maſſy arms 
The vaſt Briareus of the foreſt form, 

And bid defiance to the boiſterous ſtorm. 
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Not with your eye the hind and ruſtic ſquire 
The happy ſtrokes of nature's pen admire. 1 
They ſee the winding current ſtray; and hai! „ 
Its vagrant ſcreams, as they enrich the vale. 9 
To their rude minds the hawthorn's charms 33 
No other charms, than as it yields a fence. 

Nor till, beneath the labouring woodman's ſtroke | 1 
When lowly bows the vencrable oak, 43 
Wich rule applied, they gird the trunk immenſe, 


Count they the worth of its magnificence. 
| Of 
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Of vulgar minds why! nature ſhuns the praiſe, 
And why to yours her every charm diſplays z 
Whether the happy ſtrokes of beauty ſhine 
On fancy's mirror, or in HocarTH's line; 
Whether to habit, mode, or place confin- d, 
Or fixt a general truth i n mind; 
Diſcuſſions theſe will wing our evening hours, 
While reaſon copes with fancy s plaſtic powers : 
Not ſuch the hour of revelry, that brings 
Achs to the head, and to the conſcience ſtings. 


But leaſt you think my tedious length of rhime 
Offends againſt the ceconomy of time : 


Was ever ſcant ; yet take what ſhe affords, 
An humble hearty wiſh, and in the poet's words; 


Adieu! the product of the Muſe's hoards g 


(1 know none apter to convey his ſenſe) 
in ſano corpore ut fit ſana mens. 
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WGO 


Ax EPISTLE re a FRIEND 


On intimating his Intention of Writing e SATIRE on 
| WoMaN, 


HE field is free: yes, C— ll, draw the pen, 


Drain ſatire's quiver on the ſons of men: 


But f. pare their daughters, nor the-random dart 
Launch at the ſofnefs of a lady's heart. 
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The female world great nature's laws protect; 1 


Beauty from power ever won reſpect: 


Thoſe general laws the ſavage race confeſs, 5 ky 
The gallant lion wounds no lioneſs, bi 
With clarion ſhrill the martial cock proclaims 
The challenge, but ſtill ſpares his feather*d dames ; 
A ſofter paſſion kindles in his eyes 

Each glance, that at the yielding female flies, 


But if our ſtate-augæan ſtables clear 
From all the filth that once lay treaſured there, 
2 ml 
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If purg'd from vice the pulpit, bar, and age, 
Mock the vain fury of ſatyric rage; 
Cloſe with the times, encomiaſtics write, 

And make the ermine and the lawn more white, 
Let not the Muſes with unhallow'd ſtrain 
Our nature's pureſt excellence profane; 

A rude unnatural war with woman wage, 
While beauty mourns the trophies of the pege: 
Beauty, than whom of the Pierian nine 

More powerful none to frame the flowing line; 
Beauty, whoſecauſeawakesthisartleſsſtrainof mine. 

I afk no ſiſter of the tuneful quire, 

To guide my numbers, and the bard inſpire: 
Vrxus, a ſoul thro? the ſmooth lay diffuſe, 
Be thou my guide, wy patronds, and mule ; 
Bright as thy golden ſelf let fancy beam 
Nor let the numbers fink beneath the theme, 


The plaſtic power, at whoſe creative call 

; the fair fabric of this earthly ball, 

| Rok. beauty ſmiled throughout the dædal land, 
Tho! was worthy his directing hand, 
Ard al be: | Saw 
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Saw ſomething wanting to compleat his plan, 
Some link between the Angel and the Man; 
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And bade a new exiſtence fill the ſpace: 

Sireigkht Woman was, and occupied the place. 
Form'd with each charm, with every power to bleſs, 
Wich all terreſtrial nature can poſſeſs, _ 
Bckold the fair enchantreſs fit ſupreme; 

Tue hero's idol, and the poet's theme. 
Pre-eminence if ſtrength of body claim, 

The ſinewy arm, and huge athletic frame, 

Let Woman yield; but if it follow power, — 1 
Ray me, fond fancy, to the Perſian hower; 1 
Where Ammon's ſon, the young, the great, the brave, 1 
Lord of the world, the fair Satira's ſlave, 9 
Learns the new painful leſion, To oB Er; 
And bow ſubſcrvient to a victreſs-{way : 
Midſt all his conqueſts a ſuperior owns, 

And lives or ſickens, as ſhe ſmiles or frowns. 
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Nor ſhall the ſex alone diſlinguiſh'd ſhine 
In grace, and ſhape, and human face divine ; 
Long as the annals of bright fame admit 


A Peortia's virtue, or a Sappbo's wit: 
The 
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The ſex, whoſe worth let Plutarch's page declare, 
Whoſe loweſt worth is being heavenly fair. 
Ev'n now imagination's vivid ray, 

Beams on the raptur'd mind with bold diſplay; 
There paſs in bright review the lovely train, 
Shaping their painful way to Virtue's fane. 
But who 1s ſhe, ſuperior to the reſt ;— 

What means that dagger reeking from her breaſt? 
The better genius of old Rome behold ! 
The firmeſt foul caſt in the faireſt mould. 


No ſtoic pride, no facred luſt of fame, 


But brighteſt virtue's brighteſt nobleſt flame 


Aim d at her canoniz d breaſt the fatal blow, 


That leaves each old heroic deed below. 
In arts and arms, ſce! great Zenobia thine, 


Beaming new honours on her royal line; 


Againſt the tyrants of the world ſhe ſtands, 


Mans her proud towers, and forms her little bands 


In vain : to Rome ſubmits Palmyra's fate, 
Not all her virtues ſave her ſinking ſtate. 


And ſhall we then, for inſtances ſo rare, 
With 3 fit out cach heavenly fair ?— 
No: 
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No: paſs we thoſe fo bright examples by, 
And ſcan the ſex with an impartial eye. 
Whereer, in court or country, fancy ſtrays, 
Something I fee to blame, but much to praiſe: 
Some ſtrokes of vice rich veins of virtue croſs; 
The brighteſt pureſt metal has its droſs. 
And as we ſeldom ſee ſo mean a face, 
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But in ſome happy feature lives ſome grace; = 
Thus, they ſo perfect, or myſelf fo blind, | 1 
My fortunate experience neꝰer could find EL a 
One female foul, fo loſt to every ſenſe 1 
Of virtue's heaven · directed influence ; k 
But midi the blemiſhes ſuch ſplendor ſhone, 
As might almoſt for all its faults attone. 
Ev'n in the fair Egyptian I can free 1 
T he olow of virtue in that conſtancy, 
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Which nobly ſpurn'd. the world when refe - 
ANTHONY. 
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Nor need the Muſe for bright examples roam 
To diſtant times, and realms remote from home ; 
She might confine the tenor of her ſtrain 
* To Britiſ nymphs, and CnaRxrorxz's goldenreign; 
No: i TO. Bur 
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Sir Fanny ſays, our Men are Stateſmen too. 


gz FF M E M & 
But happier fortune buries half their worth, 
Nor calls the latent ſparks of virtue forth. 


When time flows on with unimbitter'd eaſe, 


And pleaſure ſcarce retains the power to pleaſe, 
The nobleſt ſparks of virtue dormant le; 


Waked into luſtre by adverſity : 1 
Stern tutreſs ſne the mind heroic forms, 


Whoſe colours brighteſt ſhine amidſt her ſtorms, 


So. when the gloom of congregated clouds, 


The lucid ſky's ætherial luſtre ſhrowds, 


Ober Heav'n's bold arch the vivid colours glow, 


That mark tlie ſeven-fold radiance of the bow, 


Happy the land, where no curſt tyrant's doom 


Waxes Arria's bud of virtue into bloom: 


Where no dread foe moleſts a female reign, 
Wich war and deſolation in his train; 


Calls active virtue into open day, 


And gives to all its powers their full diſplay ; 
That fortitude, that love of liberty, 

Which, great Bonduca, we adore in thee. 

Our men, are heroes, as our neighbours know; 
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P O E M S. 93 
Propitious fate hath to our nymphs decreed 
Leſs glorious cares, but not without their meed. 


ihe various parts of mother, daughter, wife, 


And all the duties of domeſtic lite, - 


Which from thoſe fond relations flow, are theirs : 
No trivial taſk, nor unimportant cares, 
To teach the young idea how to ſhine, | 
Form'd by their hand to Virtue's ſacred line; 
To mould each word, each wiſh of ductile youth, 
And turn the bias to the road of truth, 


And when the ſtripling mounts into a man, 
Love perfects what maternal care began; 
In the fair field of glory bids him prove 
His actions worthy of his Leſbia's love. 
In Le/bia's love, in Lęſbia's golden ſmiles 
He meets the juſt reward of all his toils. 
For him of charms that rich profuſion ſhines, 
To him the golden treaſure ſhe refigns 
For him with jealous honour guards the bed, 
Where Hymen's conſecrated Joys are ſhed : 
And while with ear arrect, and melting eye, 


She hangs upon his tale, love's minſtrelſy; 
Heaves 
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Heaves her fair boſom with a lover's glow 
For him; to others fair, but cold, as ſnow; 


Are all our nymphs ſo fair; Lucretias then? 


Have we no Neros too amongſt our men? 
But ſhall we with an *&&imator's rage; 

Frame ugly portraits of a ſex, or age, 

Drawn from the vicious characters alone, 

Nor take a foft'ning ſtroke from virtue's throne: 
Which radiant beams to every eye confeſt, 
Raiſed by the Graces in a CnarLoTTE's breaſt, 


While late deſerted was the Muſe's ſeat, 


And Science found few friends among the Great; 


Who then the genial rays of bounty ſhed ? 

Say who was firſt to raiſe her drooping head? 

A female hand gave learning's ſacred ray 

To beam, and chaſed the gothic cloud away : 

Beneath a female hand ſee merit rear 

Her languid head, and claim its proper ſphere z 

While with juſt honours Wit and Genius ſhine, 

And bleſs the gracious hand of CaroLine. 
Away, 

® See Eſtimate of the manners of the age. 
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| Where virtne wears the ſofteſt, ſweeteſt air, 
Where manners blend with charms, and form 
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Away, away, to CHARLOTTE'S court repair, 


— . — 


the finiſh'd fair. 
Beauty ſhall there thy gentler ſtrains command, 
And charm th* uplifted ſhaft from Satyr's hand; 
The Muſe's tints ſhall take a different glow, 
And foft and ſmooth the placid numbers flow: 
Satyr ſhall wonder at her power to praile, 
While panegyric forms each courtly phraſe. 
So when, by promiſe of large honours won, 
Arriv'd on Piſeab Beor's venal ſon, 
To ſign the doom of Hyael's race below, 
And with prophetic curſes blaſt the foe : 
Wide o'er the vale his piercing eye he ſtretch'd, 
Wide o'er the vale the happy people reach'd ; 
The bliſsful proſpect charm'd him to relent, 
And into bleſſings chang'd the dire intent. 


AvevsTa there ſhall check the ſharpeſt bile, 


Love in her eye, and goodneſs in her ſmile: 


AUGUSTA'S ſelf ſhall vindicate alone 
The ſex's various merit by her own. 
| There 
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ing charms, 

Might warm old age, and rouſe the young to arms 

Haxcovkr, with perſon eaſy as her wit, 

Is all we wiſh, without affecting it: 

Whate'er ſhe ſays, where-c'er ſhe looks, ſome grace 

Speaks in her words, and brightens in her face; 

Which every breaſt with love or envy warms, 

Herſelf the only ſtranger to her charms. 

In the bright circle ſee a DzL14 move, 

Whoſe look is candor, and whoſe ſtep is love; 

DEL1a*, whoſe beauty's glow ere while impreſs'd 

The warmeſt paſſion on the warmeſt breaſt : 

DzL1a, whoſe charms, tho? time's rude hand may 
plough | 

The mercileſs furrow on her virgin brow,” 

Secure of fate, unconſcious of decay, 

Shall bloom for ever in the Muſe's lay, 


Bright 


* Miſs Daſhwood, the celebrated DETIA of Mr. 


Hammond, See Hammonds Love Elegies, 
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Bright al more bright ſtillglows the brilliant ſcene, 


So ſhine her nymphs around the Cyprian Queen : 


Aufſpicious land ! than which with happier ſmile 
That Queen regards not her own Cyprien iſle. 


F row charm to charm the ae weg poet toſt, 
Ama the fair variety is loft: WO 


Where each bright object ſome new grace diſplays; 


And thouſands charm a thouſand different Ways. 
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Queen af "wy W train, che Moſes ſue, 


Ingenuous ſcience bends the knee to you. 5 


While weightier cares engroſs a Gron cx $ hours, 
May learning's ſofter tutelage be yours; ; 3 , 
Rais'd by the influence of y your foltering hand, 


| May arts with ar ms divide this happy ade 5 / 


Let critics tell, while tyrant Man alone 
Without a partner of his cares and roam” 
This ſceptre ſway d, when bloom d che Muſe's: s train: 
When bloom'd they not beneath a female reign ! 3 
No realm, no age ſo rude, but boaſts its worth; 
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Tis your” s to call thoſe ſparks « of merit forth: 
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| Like ſome good genius learning's linking c cauſe 


Support, and be what CAROLINA Was: Phone 
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4 1 (sr, dear friend, the Peek N 
5 hour, | 
The whole but little pittance in our power : 
For London quit theſe ſolitary ſcenes, 2 
London, where genius thrives, and pleaſure reigns: 

bo Right modern genius not the Pallas bred, 
Offspring divine, in Jove* $ immortal head. 
On ſome lone willow hang the uſeleſs lyre, 
And leave to ſoberer fouls the Muſc's quire: 
Our Paphian train are better tuned for joy, 
Are full as pretty, and not half ſo coy. 

| Or if your fortune be ſo deſperate hard, 
The piteous caſe we are toldof Twickenham's bard 
That you muſt either think or write; the firſt 
Ne 0 round faced rector but will hold the worſt 
Of two gigantic evils; chuſe the leſs : 


From be your thqughts,and flowery fine their dref; 
Write 


| Monſtro quod ipſe | tibi | poſſis dare. a = 


rite 


POE M 4s. 09 
Write with: ſuch.ſpirit, and on ſuch a plan, 
As may deſerve the window of Moran“: 
Moran's chaſte window, fraught with learning meet 
For Temple beaux, and virgins of Bow-ſtreer. | 
Where the blind wizard for a dirty fee, 
With Juſtice by his ſide, as blind as he, 
Shelters beneath the covert of his ſnade 
Each ſilken miſtreſs of the Paphian trade: 
Meantime, to gull the world, his bloodhound:train 
Scour with zuſt zeal the purlieus of Fleet. lane. 
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B. Once like yourſelf I thought this life a jeſt, 
And he, that laugh'd it over, ſpent it beſt. 
But hence the lure of pleaſure's gaudy flowers, 

And revel mirth:that rules the midnight hours;: 
More tranquil joys amidſt theſe [ſcenes I find. 
Here. cloud no cares the bright ſerene of mind. 
Amidſt theſe ſcenes, when breaks the dappled dawn, 
Bruſhing with vagrant ſtep the dewy lawn, 
While 


. 


A Bookſeller under the Piazza in Covent Garden, cele- 
brated for the ſpecies of publications here alluded to. 


wo r O E M's. 
While the rapt mind thoughts followin 8 thoughts 
engage, 


I trace the God thro' Nature's abi page. Th 
Thus at thoſe jocund hours of prime delight, 
When Nature feels the firſt fair rays of light; | 8 
While dire remorſe invades with harſh alloy 5 
The bed of ſin, and poiſons every joy; 
When haunts chagrin the bubbledgameſterꝰs breaſt, The 
And dreams of rabbers break Avaro's reſt; Sus 
Unruffled by the cares of vice or wealth, Fra 
Hence I acquire philoſophy and health : You 
Unclouded the meridian of my life "To: 
By modiſh miſtreſs, or the vixen wife, Lear 
The varied flowers, that paint this — wh Doy 
The aromatic odours they exhale, And 
The bubbling rill, where dance the Giſtening _ Ran! 
And every beauty round is what it ſeems; Wit! 
Pure and unmix'd theſe ſtreams of pleaſure flow, As t. 
And the charm'd ſenſes no repentance know. (Tha 
vo Gold 


A.Good virtuous man! but virtue has ſmall praise, To fi 
And gains few votaries in theſe modern days: But x 
| | Er Nor 


Ere to proud vice all bow'd the ſupple knee, 
And Hayes's coterie form'd the bel- eſprit; | 
There was a time, when virtue had its weight; 
But now hang virtue, and be rich and great. 


B. The means? 


A. The means Pl lay fo clearly down, 


That he who errs muſt call the fault his own. 
Study the world, till from the motley page, 
Fraught with the wiles and follies of the age, 
You form your manners ;' maſter of the art, 
To maſk the mind, and act a borrow'd part. 
Learn at St. James's of the bowing dean 
Dove-like humility ; then change the ſcene, 
And of that vety dean at home learn pride, 
Rank inſotence, and every vice beſide. 
With head as empty, and with looks as ſtarch, 
As the prim chaplain of the earl of March, 


(That prieft, whoſe chymic labours late were meant 


Gold to extract from dirty excrement) 


To fine court lords, and ſweet court ladies preach: 


But precepts none of ſtubborn virtue teach, 

Nor dread Religion's harſher doctrines preſs, 

Nor Pleaſure paint in Vice's ugly dreſs : 
„% 
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Nor in the crayons of a death- bed ſcene, 


With church-yard dirge give gentle belles FOR len 
The harmleſs eſſay chiefly I adviſe, 80 
Ar 


It wounds no heart, it clouds no tearful eyes. 
What is good- nature ſhew, good manners what, 


And what i is decency, ang what is not. 


Sermons thus moulded could not fail to Pleaf, 
Tho ſoporific Bufo preach'd : to cheſe | 
Courtiers would crowd, like critics to a play, 
Or like themſelves upon a levee day. 

Such hints, expreſt | in accents ſoft and clear, 
Might « catch the good, the chaſte C oſmelia s ear. 
But as that dear deceitful miſtreſs F ame 

Too often cheats us with an empty name, 

1 ſeem to hear the driyeling doctorꝰ ſay, 

55 Ober the ſmooth Page the oil of 5 lattery lay.” 
And tho? you lay it on ſo deviliſh thick, | 


As makes the courtiers puke, the monarch lick; 
In the ſucceſs i is riſk'd but half your fame, 
The prelate s loſt, you gain a patriot's name, 


B. 80 


The Bees Prebendary, and the circumſtance. hers 
alluded to, are tov well known to need explanation, 
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| Nor bear to check the happy flow of wit, 


| Smooths the rough * and bids th? * 


VF 'EMS ye 

B. So may ſome gentle lord's indulgent ſoul 
*Midft his black-liveried train my name enroll; 
So may I dine on Turbot every da. 
And briſk champain waſh all my cares away. 

A. Not ſo: we are grown œconomiſts of late, 
And the ſcarf'd chaplain now is out of date: 
Mere uſeleſs lumber, for this taſteful age 
Makes not the houſe of mirth an hermitage. 


Our poliſh*d manners nought of gloom admit, 


And wait with downcaſt eye and ſolemn face, 
The doctor's dull prolixity of grace. 


B. O glorious pride of | theſe refining days, 
That nobly dares to rob of grateful praiſe 
The giver of all good! whoſe hand divine 
With fruit nectareous loads the labouring vine, 
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A. In place of chaplain, garb· d intatter'd gown, 


See the ſtarved prieſt perambulate the town; 
His prayers like milk retaiPd from door to door, 


His Pay, God help the man | * a mere milk ſcore. 


B. Ho, then! Sir Crape that art, ſo poorly paid, 
To ſimpering finirking %, and learn your trade 
Learn at his foot geſticulations quaint, 

5 And made up face, that might commend a faint : 
The hand diſplayd, the ſanddimonious che, 
And all the arts of pulpit mummery, 

T hen —_ 1 to ſee W audience = 


4 Or if your bold ambition vigher riſe, 
Mitres behold of every ſort and ne; 'S) 
That ſuit of every metal every head, 
Oxrony' 8 of gold, or Ev of lead. 


B. When placed i in contraſt with a ruſty gown, 


Charming the ſurlieſt cynic needs muſt own 


A mitre, with i its thouſands by the year, 
Yer much above the Muſe $ humble — : 
The 


2 w 
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The W height would my weak ſoul en 


* 


My bounded wiſhes centre. in a ſtall. A l 


Be it to loll in ſtate prebendal given; ab 2H 
And on a velvet cuſhion glide. to heaven 
Oh give me that; oh teach, I aſk, n more: 
To tread the paths, that Bavius trod before. 


4. Lay then like him all character aſide, 
And be his Lorſhip's whim your actions guide: 
A catch, that ſets the table in a roa. 
Where merit raiſes one, will raiſe a ſcore. | 
Bear the rude jeſt, the i irony ſevere; 

The firſt great rule of riſing is; To, BEAR. 17 
Mute lie the repartee in embrio thought; 


One eee erfiagron tee 6 ou 


* 


Plac'd by theſe arts in a diſtinguilh'd ſphere, 


Monopolizer of a patron's ear; 1 ft 11 


Of all his favours that no ſingle ray 

With gracious influence tend another way; 
Follow the world, malign the man you dread, 
And blaſt with ſcandal his deyoted head. 
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Envy's nice eye will find, or feign him dreft 
In folly : * matter for a barbarous jeſt 

His dunghill birth, his thread- bare coat afford, 
An awkward air, and leer at every word. 


Safe from th' attack of ſpleen no merit towers; 


Spiders ſuck poiſon from the ſweeteſt flowers. 
Thus ſhall your fame glide ſwiftly thro* the town, 
While critic beaux and belles conſpire to own 
Your humour quaint, and ſprightlineſs of ſpirit, 


And wif you ſomething, equal to your merit, 


B. Thanks to their zeal! Such zeal, I freely own 
With him who erſt attempted Britain's crown, 


Warm, 2oi/bing zeal, deſerves to be repaid: 


And fair and ample the return he made. 


As on the ſtern the young adventurer ſtood, 


No eyed the land, and now the briny flood, 


He fill'd the ſparkling glaſs: cries Perth, a toaſt, 
** -Ere yet we leave this well. e coaſt. 
0 To 


*. Quid, quod materiam præbet cauſaſque jocorum, | 


Omnibus hic idem; fi fæda et ſciſſa lacerna, 
Si toga ſordidula eſt, &c. 


Joy. 


P O E = A yoj 
To all my Engliſh friends,” the health was given; 
* + now,” he adds, ++ my friends and I are even? 
Let him, whoſe breaſt a gewgaw joy diſtends, 
Rank'd | in the number of lord Fopling's friends, 
Court ſuch eſteem. But may that friend be mine, 
Whoſe purer incenſe glows i friendſhip's ſhrine. 
A. Friendſhip! a breath, a found, an empty name, 
A thing fo ſtrange as fancy ſcaree can frame: 
Whoſe antique mould the beaming bright * 
Of poliſh'd manners civilized away. 
Who now from Arthur s would one ev'n refrain, 
Rob for one day his genius of champaign, 
Or ſleep + alone, when inclination led 
To the ſoft raptures of warm Sappho's bed; 
Might haply theſe reftraints, or each of theſe, | 
Gain for his friend a life of decent eaſe ? 1 


B. There aid even in theſe modern days we find | 
Some few, oh was the number leſs confin'd ! _ 
Who, prompt from friendſhip*sdoor to ward diſtreſs, 
And aid thoſe kindred virtues they poſſeſs, 

| | | From 


— —— Scorto 6 boneſtum 
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From dark obſcurity's inglorious tomb 
Call merit forth, and waken'd into bloom, 

Give all its tender ſcions ſcope to ſpring, | 
And nurſe thoſe ſhoots beneath their foſtering wing, 


A. Ideal all: let reaſon's powers prevail; 
And leaſt, as all means may, thoſe maxims fail, N 
To make your fortune and your hopes ſecure, 
Some caſt-off punk, ſweet ſinner ſo demure! 
Mult ſhare your nuptial bed. 
B, Pl hear no more. > 
Better with callous hand to tug the oar; | 
| F or half a crown to ſweat beneath a pall; 
Or furniſh'd out with tripod; bruſh, and ball, | 
Clean dirty ſlices 3 direct the Jabouring dray; 
Or midnight odours from foul vaults convey. 
Enough for me tho with coarſe morſels ſtored 
No coſtly viands load my frugal board; 
If the wild wood-nymph Liberty be there, 
She gives a.reliſh to the humbleſt chear. 
Bound in no vaffalage to fool or knave, 
No tool of faction, yet no penſion'd ſlave, 
Lord of myſelf I taſte the genial hour, 


Nor court the ſmile, nor dread the frown of paper 
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Fhe A R G U M E N P: 


HE Propefition, the Invocation and Inſcrip: 
tion; the Author's Apology, Man's Happi- 
neſs in the primeval State imperfeft 5 Woman 
affigned him, and Marriage enjoined. The Fit- 
neſs and Propriety of Marriage confirmed by vari- 
ous Arguments, atiſing from Confiderations on the 
Nature of Man's Appetites and Inclinations. In- 
ance. of conjugal Fidelity in the Epiſode of Tar. 
quin and Lucrece; Precipitanty in Marriage 
often the Cauſe of future Diſquietude : Withrut 
good Senſe no laſting Foundation of Nuptial Hap- 
pineſs, In judging of natural Accompliſhments; 
ſuch as Beauty, Wit, Oc. each one's own Fancy 
J0 be folldwed, rather than the general Taſte and 
Efimation of others. The Folly of marrying 
where the diſproportion of Age is great; or where 


either Party appears to the other diſagreeable. 


The Effetts of old Age to be brought on by Vice 
and Debauchery, as certainly as by Length of 
Years. The Miſery of the Married State under 


the preſſure of real Poverty. Diſguſt in eithet 


Party often the Cauſe of Sterility, or an infirm 
Iſſue. The Healthineſs and Vigour of Peaſant's 
Children; whoſe Marriages are chiefly regulated 
by mutual Love, and not external Advantages. 
A proper Senſe of Religion a better Preſervative 
from Lewaneſs, Vice, and Folly, than Pride, and 
Honour, or any other imaginary Safe.: guard. The 
Pleaſures of illicit Love ſhort and imperfet ; 


Founded in Cruelty, and terminating in Remor/e. 
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116841: @is Ozoa 
IN pathleſs Ways, which never foot of Muſe, 
Britiſh, or Roman, or the Genius of old 


Of mighty Greece effay'd, the roving Bard 


Steps forth; from mount Parnaſfian, or the mead, 
Where glide the ſtoried ſtreams of Helicon, 
Plucking each fragrant green, each painted flower, 
To form the wreath for Hymen's honour'd brow. 
Ye youthful throng, whoſe purer ſpirits ſwell 
The crimſon tide with life's meridian glow, 
For whom th' adventurous Muſe her novel page 
Informs, to whom devotes her love-lorn ſong, 
Deign ſmile propitious on the votive lay. 
But chiefly, fair Eupbelia, ſhe invokes 
Your pleaſure-beaming ſmile: that lured her forth, 
$ 85 From 


From light excurſions *tnidſt the prick throng, 


Towingthis arduous flight; through Hymen' s realm Ye 
To rove at large, and ſedulous for you Ar 
Point out the roſe and briar: for you, whoſe charm Le 
Opening with rich diſplay already catch Th 
Each vagrant eye. Pity! the roſeat bloom; If 
| Pity! that every flower of earthly foil W. 
Muſt fade. Not ſo the ſpark divine within : Fre 
That, from the mirrour of a parent's mind Thi 
Copying each grace reflected, the rude tooth 
Of Time ſhall mock; and for each beauteous flowet | 1 
His withering hand may rifle from your brow; Eac 
A brighter poliſh ſhall the mind derive : The 
Till like the fair original it thine, Of x 
With every virtue, every grace replete; Tho 
All candour, all benevolence, and love. Of n 
And when your beauty's flowers have reach'd theit WW Imag 
7 --. 0000080; - | Wha 
Where every charm attractive a and you Wha 


Shine forth of emulous youth che public care; Of n 
Placed in your memory's cell the guardian Muſk 
Shall each vague ſtep attend : Nor envy her, 
Aerial elves, ſylph, lemuris, or gnome, 
1 | 2, 


r o 113 
The pleaſing taſk to tend Eupbelid's hours, 
Your employs {till remain: This to her hair, 


And teach the auburn ringlets where to fall ; 
Let that direct her golden ſmiles, and that 


ms 


The lightening of her eyes: the Muſe's care, 
If aught in ſong avails, ſhall ſtore her mind 
With precepts of no ſmall import; and teach, 
From whence to guard, and facil where reſign 
The peerleſs treaſure of her virgin heart. 


For what prohibits that at leiſure hour, 
Each higher duty not left undiſcharged, | 
The Muſe, with all the glowing fancy rapt 


Wel 


Of poet and of lover, may enjoy 

Thoſe jocund ſcenes, thoſe fair but fading flowers 
Of nuptial life, which to the glowing mind 
net 1magination's vivid ray preſents ? 

What theme mors worthy than the nuprial bed, 
What ſubject, than the honourable ſtate 


Of marriage undefiled, more fit for ſong g 


Why ſhould I meaſure back the dubious maze 


Of many a hundred years for fair reports 
1 1 
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Aſſign'd him woman. 


=—_ P O E M S. 
Of nuptial happineſs ? no winged year, 
But bears examples of love fond and pure; 


As the fam'd Arria to her Pætus bore. 


* 


When time was young, and all around was gay; 


Why need I tell, that our primeval Sire 


In paradiſe ſought bliſs, in vain : for where, 


Or what is bliſs, of focial love devoid ? 
His heart, his eye, his every action ſpoke 
A ſomething wanting. His creator ſaw, 
With pity ſaw his ſtate forlorn ; and, when 
He mean'd to yield him all his every wiſh 


Could frame, the faireſt the moſt finiſh'd part, | 


Of all his works, tho? fair and finiſh'd all, 
Oh for ſuch a veil, 
As erſt the cunning artiſt aptly threw 

O'er the Mycenian chief's impaſſion'd looks, 
When mighty nature foibd his mimic tints ! 


For numbers what, what lover's tongue can paint 


The joys, beyond the reach of fancy felt; 


© The celebrated picture of the Immolation of Tphigenia, 
to which this paſſage alludes, RI too fair upon record, 


to need — tion. 
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The fears, leſt all the ſplendid ſcene ſhould fade 


Ideal as a dream; the fond diſtreſs, 


The thrilling rapture, the ſoul- torturing doubt, 


His hopes, and fears, and wiſhes on the wing, 
His every paſſion raiſed, and center'd there, 
When firſt our parent hail'd the glorious gift! 
Th' emotions wild and new inſtinctive love 
Begot, and wonder theſe. Now on himſelf, 
Now on his better part he gazed, and now 

On the creation ſmiling fair around: 

But ſhe amidſt the fair creation ſeemd 

A very tay of beauty ſhot from heaven. 

Love tuned his voice, and when his faultering voice 
II! ſpoke the tranſports of his heart, it taught 


| His eye to look unutterable things. 


Streight to the neareſt ſhade, woodbine, or beach, 
Nor reck'd it which, when all was fragrance round, 
He led her bluſhing; and with roving eye 
Whilſt o er her every charm he ranged at large, 
New ſource of praiſe in every charm appear'd. 
Nor leſs emotion waked his mar ly mould 


In her ſoſt Boſom: mutual was the flame; 
; | r 


And white-robed innocence, that knew no ſhame, W 
Sanction'd the league: thus old is nuptial love, W 
| | Al 
| Ws mari and woman one. —So ſpoke the power Ch 
Supreme: and his decretal high the dim, Lo 
The glimmering lamp of reaſon gives to read Ida 
In nature's ethic page. Whom God thus join'd, Th 
The conſecrated union who ſhall break ? Or 
Who light his great beheſt : with which concur 
The genius, ſtate, and powers innate of man; 0 
His paſſions various, yet concentring all The 
In love, all tending to connubial joys ? Wh 
Elſe why thoſe longings for the fair he loves, Of! 
For her alone why theſe anxieties:: Een 
She abſent, why ſnould chearleſs nature droop, Whi 
And in her preſence why muſt grief be gay? And 
Not fo the pard, the ſteed, the lordly bull : Wiy 
If love by chance invite their hale embrace; Too 
The paſſion quell'd, the object is forgot ; Why 
And a new flame is welcome as the firſt. From 
But man, by appetite or ſtrong deſire = ; 
le { 


Unprompted, joys to paſs the filken hours 
With her he loves; while ever and anon 


Midi 


ty 


el 


ro H M wy 
Midſt parleys ſoft, and queſtions aptly framed, 


Where the fond youth his boſom half unfolds, 


And half the bluſhing maid is left to gueſs, 


Chaſte blandiſhments he mingles, and fond looks, 


Love-breathing whiſpers, and the nectar'd kiſs, 
Idalian language. Partial to his choice, 
The glowing beauties of each other nymph 


Or 'ſcape his eye, or have no power to charm, 


Once more with mind attentive this fair page, 
The work of hand divine, revolve ; and ſay, 
Why taſtes the growling brute one ſeaſon hort 
Of love: why only twice in all the year 


E'en th* amorous Turtle woo's his feather'd mate 


While man enjoys the yielding fair, the ſame, 
And apt for love thro? all the varying year, 
Why, but that he, his vagrant paſſions chain'd 
To one loved object, hold to her alone: 
Why, but that ſhe from every looſe embrace, 
From luring bait of wanton paramour 

Refrain unſported ; and with honour guard 
The truſt of Hymen's conſecrated bed. 
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W 
Who has not heard of beauteous Lucreece : Her, 
Whoſe faireſt mould the firmeſt ſoul inform'd? 
A Roman matron ſhe, the tragic tale | 
Is fetch'd from Rome, yet worthy Britiſh ear. 

The dame, in whoſe ſweet looks, as morning fair, 
Chaſte as the bluſhing morn, young innocence 

Dove: like fate ſporting in the arms of joy, 

The prince, the heir of Rome's deſpotic crown, 

* Bekeld, he raved, wild Frenzy ſhook his ſoul. 

Her lord, then raviſh'd from her chaſte embrace, 

Amidft the perils of th' embattled field 

Woo'd fame, more glorious miſtreſs, not more fair, 

Thy occaſion apt the luſtful prince invites, 

Who feigns a friendly viſit. But at night, 

At that dread hour of night, when o'er the world 

Morpheus wide waves his poppy- ſhedding rod 

With ſway compulſive, and all nature ſleeps, 

All eyes are cloſed, but thoſe that ſwell with luſt; 

Leaving his reſtleſs bed, with dire intent 

Like prowling wolf he ſhapes his midnight way 


To his fair hoſteſs: whom no obſtacle 
| of 


* Q, id, ws ehr, ws £5 Habu ar wwwra. Theocr, Id. 3. 
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In her own innocence ſhe deem'd, But ah, 


A E M 5S "x x9 
Of bar or bolt ſecured ; herſelf ſecure 


\ 


How weak the panoply of i innocence 


Gainſt villainy and power! why ſhould the Muſe 


Unfold what follows ? Should her bolder pen 
The ſcene of complicated guilt pourtray ; 

The ſtreaming eye, the ſupplicating hand, 

Of murder'd virtue, and the revels rude 

Of mad deſire : the vivid tints would pierce 
Each feeling heart, and wound the nicer eye. 

By force he triumph'd, and his trophies raiſed . 
On ruins of whate'er was good and great. 
Streight to the camp a truſty ſlave ſhe ſent, 

To bid her Lord return. He came, and found, 
Ah me! how changed from her, that erſt was wont 
All joy and loye to welcome his return, 

His better part, the life of all his hopes, 
Specchleſs and bathed in tears; and dolorous fighs 
Venting, inſtead of blandiſnments of love. 

With ſudden ſhock of grief earth- rivetted, 

And mute, he gazed; his breaſt with pity pierced 
Pity ſuch as heart bleeding lovers feel, 


7 


When for the ſuffering fair, in whom they live, 


Malignant 


120 2 M = : l 
Malignant FREE? wakes the big diſtreſs, 

Till ſhe — * O Collatinns, my loved Lord, 
How oft invoked, alas how oft in vain: 

&* For oh, hadſt thou been here, 1 had not been, 
What now I am, victim to villain luſt ; 
. ToTargquir's luſt. Heart rendiig/Aillingrhoight 
* But thus polluted | as I am; my mind, 

“ Witneſs ye ſacred powers of chaſtity, 

Is pure. Ehyfium waits me: there will L. 

« Midſt the chaſte choir of happy ſpirits pal 
ne death- deſpairing T« Hrian, th' * Elan fair, 
And ſhe, of equal merit, equal fame, 

My Galatia $ boaſt, prepare our nuptial bower ; 
Which never more ſhall luſt's unhallowed rites 
* Prophane. To you I leave my injuries : 
Revenge yourſelf, revenge your poor Lacreect, 
Revenge the honour of the nuptial bed,” 

She ſpoke ; and from beneath her veſt conceaPd 
A dagger pluck'd, and buried in her heart. 
Hail love unſpotted ; whence imperial Rome 
Derived her e Hail, for by thee 


The 
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That ſheds the balm of bliſs on every pair, 


Let fame and virtue ever in full view 


| That has a tongue; and from the coral lips 
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The beide, monarch loſt his crown, his life 1 


The luſtful prince. So periſh lawleſs luſt, OY 
So cheriſh virtue every Britif fair! 


Pregnant of public thus, as private good, * . 
Burns th* hymenæal torch, if bright and pure: ; 
Vet light it not by every vagrant ſpark 
Of paſſion or of fancy, both may err. 

Would you protract beyond the firſt fair moon, 


A huſband's j Joys 3 thi inſtructive Muſe attend. 


With reaſon's high reſolves the boſom arm | 
'Gainſt treacherous charms, where love inambuſh lies. 


Nor ſportive wanton with th* impreſſive power 
Of beauty ; nor with careleſs breaſt admit 
The dangerous ſhaft, in ſome unguarded hour 
Launch'd by the hand of love from Sylvid's Eye, 
Or roſes blooming on Florella's cheek. 
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Of this the opiate ſtreams of nonſenſe flow 
Mellifluous. Beauty unſupported thus | 
Palls 


e © © M. 
Palls on the ſated lover : what avail 
Aurelia 8 charms without Aurelia's mind ? ? 


I charge thee, youth, I charge thee on the riſk 
Of many a tedious day, to fix thy bl.1s 75 

On ſurer baſis than a vermeil lip: 

For beauty's faireſt fabric envious time 

Shall moulder; and then where are all thy joys? 
Or, ere the furrows of old age are plough'd, 

The pregnant quiver of diſeaſe may lend 

Some poiſon'd ſhaft ; that, as with magic ſpell, 
Shall marr the Symmetry of rareft charms : 

The watry hydrops, the roſc- rifling hand 

1 Of wan Maraſinus, or that direſt foe 

To beauty ; ah! too often fatal foe 

To beauty, merit, youth, Thy waſteful rage, 
Fell tyrant, ceaſe ; than which no ſorer plague 
Pour'd heaven's juſt vengeance on th obdurate ſons 
Of Egypt; when, with biles and blotches foul 
Oppreſt, they mourn'd the putrid ſtreams of life. 
That rage, that with unpitying ſtroke half robb'd 
Eugenio of a brother's name ; nor could 


Fl he parents' virtues, nor the Muſe's plaints 
Arreſt 
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Arreſt the unremitting hand of feen 

But, ſhatter'd ere their prime each flower of youth, 
Matilda ſank into the early tomb, 

Unknown, unmark'd, but by this artleſs lay. 
Nor will the ſtorm, that ſhakes the lowly cot, 
The towering palace ſpare : ſince but for this, 
This felon ſhaft, yet reeking with the blood 

Of nobleſt youth, that ere its triumph graced ; 
Each azure ſluice that blood had traverſed ſtill, 
And the ftern fiſters ſtill with pleaſure ſeen 
Their labours lengthen'd in ſo fair a thread. 

By nature favour'd, and by virtue loved, 
Studious of arts humane, the riſing hope“ 

Might long have bloſſon'd here; and blazon'd with 
Paternal honours, and paternal worth, | 

In future annals ſhone a future Leeds. 


In every light, through every medium view 
Midſt clouds of grief, in ſun-ſhine bright of mirth 
The mind, th' elyſium of a lover's days: 


From whoſe fair Porn ever-blooming j g Joys 
8 orth 


* The late Marquiſs of Carmarthaen. 
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Forth iſſuing beam a chearful luſtre round. 
I afk not Sappho's wit, nor mind that glows 
With fancy's fire, and brilliancy of thought, 
Such as, accompliſh*d Szella, ray from thine : 
Enough that judgment, and diſcretion ſage, 
With gay good ſenſe their milder influence blend, 


The place of wit ſupply the tender names W. 
Of conſort and of friend; while wing'd with theſe Ty 
Endearing converſe ſmooths the brow of care, Col 
If care intrude ; or heightens every joy. An 
The fond relation adds peculiar grace Is | 
To every ſentiment: ſo * Eve preterr'd + V 
To angel-eloquence a huſband's tale Laſt 
An 10g le 2; An 
In queſt of happineſs, attractive ſpring Th 
And ſoul of action, ſee the motley tribe Sor 
The nuptial bark with foot adventurous climb: 
| Nor little reck that on the dangerous voyage 
The ſum of all their wiſhes, all their hopes 
Depends. But let affection ſway thy choice, 
Whoeer thou art that liſten'ſt to the Muſe 
+ 


_ Os | 


Vid. Milton, Book VIII. Ver. go, Cc. 
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Obſequious; elſe in vain bright PEE ſmiles, © 
Sparkles gay wit, and beauty glows in vain, | / 
Bluſh not, my friend, to own the power of love, 
To own the fair Ophelia has your heart : 
Whar though the world hold not Ophelia fair, 
with foot not ſmall, and eye not paſling bright, 
With elephantine noſe, and teeth of jet. 
Truſt your own fancy ; as that plaſtic ſpark 
Conceives the nymph, ſuch ſhe your ſenſes meets; 
And, your affection dating thence its birth, 
s loathed or loved, as ſhe appears to you. 
+ Without the aid of beauty or of wit, 
Inſtinctive love th? affections oft enchains; 
And ſomething ſtrikes the eye, and wins the ſoul, 
That ſhuns to be expreſt: in nature lies 
Some ſecret ſympathy, which knits the heart 
| To 
9 —- ec minimo puella naſo, 


Nec bells pede, nec nigris ocellis. 
| Cat. ad Amicam Fermiant 


5 — Amatorem — amicæ 
Turpia decipiunt cæcum vitia ; ; aut etiam ipſa hæe 
Delectant. Nox. | 
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And feather'd plumes bedeck'd, the laſt poor farce 
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To the lov'd object; that we ſee, or ſeem 
To ſee, fair, paſſing fair, and perfect all. 


So love illuſive with the ſenſes ſports; 


Heightens each grace; and by rich alchymy 


Turns every aukward feature to a charm. 


This, of connubial bliſs the ſoul, in vain 


We hope to find *midſt pageantry and ſtate: 


Vain thought, to bribe the power of ſpotleſs love 


With gold, or gems, or purple's regal wear. 


Go to, behold yon atchievements' doleful ſign 


Proclaims a widow'd bed. Fly ſwift, ye hours; 


Till ſix revolving moons from weeds redeem 

Celia, the blooming widow of threeſcore. 

Oh! guard your hearts, fond youths, gainſt Celit ; 
charms, 


| Though palſy ſhake her limbs, to "wick thoſe limbs 


Perſia profuſe her luſtrous hoards unlocks ; 


For her the ſilkworm toils, the miner ſweats: 
Whilſt in gay glittering car ſuperb ſhe rolls 


With her new-liveried train. So have I ſeen, 
Mantled in velvet ſtole, with ſcutcheons trim 


Of 


bk £0 


EPO E :% © WW 
of creſt-fallen pride, a hearſe move ſtately by; 
On the ſepulchral equipage arape 
All gazing hang! ſuch ſplendor beams without: 


Within a pallid carcaſe ſtinks in ſtate. 


As ere you wiſh to cheriſh ſpotleſs truth, 
Content, and warm affectionꝰs noon of love, 
The trinal graces of connubial life; 

Let not the forceful eloquence of gold 

The hand reluctant wreſt without the heart. 

And will your heart, wrapt up in the loved youth 

Live in his looks, and kindle at his ſmiles; 

Whoſe frame unhappy of her coarſeſt clay 

Nature has moulded in an angry hour, 

Playing the ſtepdame on it? will the ſliaft 

Of powerful love in thy ſoft boſom wake | 

Roſe-lipp'd deſire for him, on whoſe rude mould, 

Enthroned in aukward ſtate, fits cold diſguſt: 

Has nature on thy unretentive mind 

Wrote beauty's line in characters fo light ? 

Will gold give luſtre to the dull dead eye, 

Awake bright-meaning in the vacant face; 

Make beauty ſmile mid the diſcordant claſh 
+» Of 


128 5 © E M S. 
Of haggard 8 and the rank breath ſtent 11 
With fragrance, that embalms the dulcet kiſs? | 


Im 
Oh no; Diſguſt will break the powerful charm, Ah 
And ſhew how vain are all thy golden dreams. A 
May all the powers of love ſo ſmile on me; © thy 
As I would to the richeſt hag; that boaſts WI 
No charms but what the glittering dirt beſtows; The 
Prefer Aurelia with no other dower 55 The 
Than laviſh nature gave her at her birth. The 
: Not 
Ariſe, fond youth, and trick your face in ſmiles, Not 
What though Lucilia ſcorn your proffer'd vows, Thu 
What though the willow garland round your brow; AM 
Leſs fair I deem the hymenæal wreath, At! 
That twines the temples of the venal maid. 
Wretched Lucilia | doom'd to waſte thoſe hours, By 
Juſt claim of love, the ſummer of delight, The 
Midſt ſighs and ceaſeleſs throbbings after bliſs ; a 
The promiſe fair of joy, her bloſſoms cropt | Will 
By winter's early hand. The nymph was fair, That 
And could have boaſted lovers, no mean train: Chant 
Publius had merit; Cynihio was a man; Is fai. 
Fopling a rich old beau of twenty five. Tet 


His 


His 
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His front embronzed, his dreſs fo debonair, 


Impreſſive each, attack her yielding heart ; 


An eaſy conquelt the gilt car compleats, 


And bears the giddy thoughtleſs prize away. 


But he alas | too oft in Paphian wars 


With Chloe and with Phyllis erſt engaged, 


The bridal bed with cold indifference fills. 


The conſcious night on leaden feet paſs'd by; 
The morn approach'd : but to th? ill- mated pair 
Nothing the roſy- finger d morning bore, 
Nothing but cold diſguſt and bluſhing ſhame. - 


| Thus while the nymph preſumptive ſeem'd to graſp 


A Mars, like Yenus ſhe perceived herſelf 
At morn entangled in a net of gold, Lal 


But thoogh thus impotent. by gold to lay 
The firm foundation of connubial j Joys; 
Its magic ſuch, dire want of its high powers 
Will poiſon every preconceived delight, 
That ſwells the lover's breaſt. You love Emilia— 
Cheriſh the generous paſſion ; for the maid — 
ls fair, and good, and worthy of your love, 
Yet who can ſee that lilly of his breaſt  - 

K Dropnig 
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We its lobeiy end Worbarchds hb Müsli 11 
Of morning tears; when the rude hand of Want 
Herrows thuſe peerleſs beauties, Time himſelf” 
Abaſh'd, ev'n ruthieſs Time had ſpared to touch; 
Oppreſſive tears the roſes from her checks, 
And ſpreads a langour o'er the hollow ye? 
What heart but bleeds, when infant innocence 
With meaning ham feacl d out, and ſtreating eye 
That might raiſe pity in a ruffian's' breaſt, 
In unavailing accents liſp their Wants? 
Oh! ſpare à father's ſorrows, ſpare to wound 
0 Jour foul with fegnes af nature's deep diſtreſs: 
When thoſe dear pledges of your mutual joys, 
Inſtant with plaints of hunger's keen demand}, 
Implore the pittance of a ſcanty meal ; 

And comfort nonc, no chear haſt thou to give, 
To ſooth their cry, and eaſe their. aching hearts. 
Diſtreſs like this might walk the buſkin'd ſtage 
Amidit th' applauſe of tears. | Rath org n 
Nor furniſh by an il. directed flame 

New * to want, a ponyard to we 


A ſtrong and ac aptitude for love 


The firm faſt ſtamen binds; from thence derive 
'The 


M l E 131 
| Bf 
The body health, and ſtrength the active mind: = 


t On the hale birth propitious nature ſmiles, 
And all the Graces all their influence pour. 

b But if diſguſt allay the genial heat, 

If equal ardor Knit not heart to heart, 

Nor of affestions mutually inclined 

[lappy coincidence wake warm deſire; 

Or ſteril is th' embrace, or maim'd 15. birth, 
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Or eee of body, or of ! 
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Where venal guardian never ſold his 1 * A 
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Where viler parent never doom'd his child, 
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If duty's rare exceſs may merit blame, 
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Ah! too obſequious, to à loath'd embrace: : 11 
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Where the falſe glare of outwatd ſhew, the pomp 


Of „ titles, and wealth's gewgaw train, 


1 
. — 7 k 
2.52: 0. 


wer lured the giddy mind of thoughtleſs nymph 


TS * 


To barter happineſs for empty ſtate : 


Where bright and pure the torch of Hymen glows, 
And love with every fragrant ſweet and flower, 
Cull'd from  Cythera, ſweetly ſmiling ſtrews ' 

| With laviſh hand the conſecrated bed. 
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Blaſts their fair flowers of youth. Oppreſſive ſpleen, 


As open as their brow: nor battens it 


Of little moment; that the fair, to whom 
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There ſhall you find the luſty progeny, _ For 
The pictures fair of roſy health: no aches Bar 
Diſtract their infant frame, no puſtules e e Op | 


Deform the bright ſerene, that innocence But 


Spreads o'er their brows ; nor pining atrophy 


By formal leſſons, or with ſtudied rules 
Of empty faſhion crampt, clogs not the mind, 


On heart-diflolving thoughts, with notions ſoft 
And vain elate, the nurſery's rudiment. 

Such are the bleſſings Hymen ſcatters round 
The bed, that pride and avarice ne'er prophaned 
And who would forfeit for the blazonry 

Of a proud name this train of bleſſings fair, 
The gift of unſophiſticated Love ? 


Nor is it matter, O ye great and gay, 4 


obſerved 

Os C's: | | Ingle an 
Your ſighs are wafted, and your vows preferrd 4 45 1 
On wings of ſpotleſs love, hath been train'd up Wir her b 


In virtue's worthy ſchool : her mind imbued told her, 
. | of 2 2 223 plied, . 
With honeſt precepts drawn from ſource divine Whechen 
| For me Rodi 

tion of t 


| ER IC. 
For what 1s pride, or honour's empty name ? 
Barriers too weak againſt impetuous luſt, 
Or gold, and apt temptation's flattering train. 
But white-robcd Innocence awaits the nymph, 


Attendant ever, if the cherub ſway 


en, Of bright religion influence her ſoul : 


No ſylph ſo watchful to divert each ſtep 


From pleaſure's flowery way, fromnoxious thoughts 


To guard the deep receſſes of the mind. 


With all the charms of nature and of art 
What though the gay Corinna foremoſt ſhines 
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In pleaſure's giddy circle; what though love, 


Or miſſive glances from her melting eye, 


Or panting on her boſom, * fair diſplayed, 
| |  Woo's 


A conduct how very different from this was formerly 
obſerved by the Grecian ladies, may be collected from one 
lingle anecdote, which I will take the liberty to mention, 
A lady in wrapping her cloak about her, happened to diſco- 
ver her bare arm; which one in company obſerving, gallantly 
told her, it was very beautiful: to which ſhe laconicly re- 
plied, 6 ou Onpeoiog's but 'tis not for publick view. 
Whether this brief anſwer was not more engaging than all 
the ſtudied arts of coquetry, may be worthy the conſidera- 
tion of the fair. 
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Woo's vagrant votaries from his chrone of bliſs : Oh, 
Circle the throne no lover's ardent vows, _ Of 
No incenſe burns at bright Corinne's ſnrine. The 
Miſtaken nymph, to Sappho leave thele arts; The 
Theſe arts may form the miſtreſs, not the wife. Ane 
5 | Wit 
« The miſtreſs, pleaſing bliſsful name,” J hear Lore 
Lorenzo cry; © whoſe bed is made by love, Care 
. And ſtrew'd with all his fweeteſt faireſt flowers: The 
“ With her the god the happy votary leads And 
« Thro' myrtle groves, and painted meads; where The 
| grows 5 | Thri 
„No weed of care, but all is dancing road.“ Lore: 
Oh no: the road to pleaſures gawdy bower, To h 
That lies thro? tears of ruin'd innocence, aA The 
Thro' vice, and miſery, is no dancing road : For h 
*Tis not, the Muſe ,; *tis not, Bellaire replies. | Nor 1 

- Bellaire, the lovely and the gay ; Bellaire, 
Each ſwain's delight, the envy of each nymph, Cry 
The pride of all the plain: till on her charms MW Whoſ 
The gloting eye of Juſt was riveted; WM Oy 
And each fair flower of future happineſs With 


Niptwithuahallow'd blight, Shun, gentle nymphs, 
On, 


rs: 


ery 


Oh, ſhun your ſex's pride: inſatiate pride 


* ** 0 
- 


Of knowledge ruin'd erft primeval Eve,; 


The pride of wealth * from Sparta's humble ſtate 


The gay adultreſs lured to ſplendid Trey; 


And pride of dreſs Bellaire's bright morn of life 
With angry clouds o'ercaſt. To ſooth that pride 


Lorenzo knew; with many a love-wing'd vow 


Careſs'd and flatter'd ; and thus woo'd and won. 


The day in amorous dalliance poſted by; 

And in the bower of bliſs entranced at night, 
They rued th' approach of morn. But ere the moo 
Thrice filbd the filver luſtre of her orb, 

Lorenz's paſſion pall'd. In chains of love 

To hold the roving youth, her every art 


The nymph employ'd ; her every art was vain: 
For heaven ordains, that built on vice's baſe 


Nor love's, nor friendſhip's edifice ſhall laſt. 


Cruel Lorenzo! can you leave the fair, 
Whoſe greateſt, only fault was love, was love 
Of you, unpitied and forlorn ; the fair, 

With whom diſſolv'd in love's ambroſial Joys 

'You 
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I cu have wearied nature in the mutual bliſs : 
Can you give up thoſe violated charms 

To the keen tooth of hunger gaunt, to ſhame, | 
To ruffian violence, and dire diſeaſe ? 

Where are your vows, your faithleſs promiſes, 
Breathedinthe heightof amorous tranſports; where, 
Where allthe tender things you vowed, and look'd? 
Difpers'd in air: Vet ſhall the wind's fleet wing 
Collected bear them from each diſtant point; 
And they ſhall riſe and blaſt thee, as didſt thou 
The rifled flower, The god of love may mock 
At lover's vows; but juſtice will be heard. 


Stung with diſtreſs and love, with ſlighted love, 
Where flies Bellaire ? not to a parent's arms; | 
For pitying F ate cut ſhort that parent's life, 

And all her woes, when from her fondling 1 
The laſt ſweet ſolace of her widow'd years 
The raviſher decoy'd; and miſery mark'd 

The ſmiling, reckleſs victim for her own. 
Then to the world, Bellaire.— Alas! the world 
Is not thy friend. The prude, that ne'er poſleſs'd 
Thy virgin charms, that never knew thy wants, 
Whom apt temptation never woo'd to fin, 


Wil 


ve, 
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Will mock thy woes with more than ſtoic pride 
And irritate each wound. The ſlave will ſlake 


- Hs brutal luſt with thee: with ſtony heart 


Then leave thee to thy woes, they wants ; the price h 


Of fin unpaid : while cheap and common grown 


As air, the gay ſpark ſickens at your name. 


Go then, and ſacrifice at Trivia's ſhrine 


Perambulant; forget the virgin bluſh, 


Forget the coyneſs, that reluctant adds 
To baſhful beauty more exalted charms ; 
Fond without love, and lewd without deſire, 


The paſſive paramour of all the town: 


Till taint venereal with unpitying rage 


Seize thy ſoft frame, and poiſon every charm. 


Oh! where is then the tincture of the cheek, 

The roſe with lillies blended ; where the lip 
Vermilion'd, ſeat of pleaſure-beaming ſmiles , 
Where the rich fragrance of thy violet breath ; 
Where all that heaven of charms, that ſhot deſire, 
That ſnatch'd the raviſh'd lover from himſelf ? 
Ah me how changed !—In hollow ſocket ſunk 


The beamleſs eye, the meagre cheek, and, where 


Love revell'd erſt, the boſom's flaccid fall 
Diſguſt, 
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138 . 
Diſguſt, and terrify: while putrid gales, 
From the foul portal of her jetty teeth 
Exhaled, with rancid ſtench pollute the air. 


Theſe, man of pleaſure, are your trophies ; ſuch 
Your boaſt. Now from this ſcene of horror turn; 
And if no generous ray of pity warm 
Your breaſt humane, inglorious triumph lead 
O'er ſome unleſſon'd virgin's ſimple heart, 

And add one vojary more to good * St. Job. 


* FJobus tanquam divus alexicacus ab hujus [ venerei] mor- 
bi myſtis, annuente romana eccleſia, ſalutatur. Hinc in hac 
urbe [Utriceſio] Xenedochium S. Jobi olim dominante papa. 
tu conſtitutum, ubi illo morbo laborantes curari ſolebant. 


VoeTivs Diſp. Theol. 


End of the Firſt Book. 


Or 
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Tl A R G UN EN T. 


Love an univerſal paſſion; marriagea refinement. 
of it. General obſervations on the judgment 
people are apt to form of the qualities of the 
mind, deduced from the features and complecti. 
on of the body : ſuch obſervations frequently falſe, 
and never to be abſolutely depended on. Simi- 
larity of teniper and diſpoſition a promiſing ſource 
of nuptial happineſs. On the other hand; a con- 
trarieiy of temper and inclination a continual foun- 
tain of uneaſineſs. Theſe poſitions illuſtrated by 


vas ious epiſodes. The danger of perſons placing 
their affections without due ciræumſpection, and 


wielding to the firſt impulſe of fancy without con- 
[OR their Judgment. 


H xxx art thou, love? Not from the coral lip, 
The ſparkling eye, the roſes of the cheek, 

Or riſing boſom's animated ſnow. 5 

On Chleris beauty beams no gracious ſmiles, 

Yet 
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Yet clad in charms the lovely Chloris meets 
Cortlelio's eye. Whence'er thou art; thou art, 
All nature cries: from thy reſiſtleſs ſway 
Shield nor habergeon guards the warrior's breaſt, 
Nor reaſon's powers the ſage. Th' heroic clu b, 
And Erymanthian trophies laid aſide, 

Ignobly veſted in a lady's gown, 

Even oreat Alcides facrificed to thee, 

HE* too, whoſe mind in queſt of knowledge wings 
High as yon ſpangled ſphere its towering flight; 
That o'er thy ſapient conclave, royal Charles, 
Of grave philoſophers preſides ; even he, 
Witneſs ye annals of theſe modern days! 
Wreath'd his ſeverer brow with Paphian flowers, 
The optic tube, the aſtrolabe, and ſphere 
Neglected lay; neglected was each gem, 

That deck'd the negro forehead of the night, 
Or vagrant planet, or the ſtation'd ſtar: 

All were eclipſed, all were neglected now; 
With wonder rapt, to hang and gaze upon 


The brighter ſtars of Bellamira's eyes. 


»A late ce! lebrated preſident of the _ ſociety 
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Nor man alone, th* inſtinctive brute, the bird, 
The creeping inſect has its hours of love. 
The paſſion to refine, raiſe to a pitch 
Of virtuous ardor, and make worthy man 
For this were nuptials framed, and lovers taught 
To breathe their vows, and mutual hearts exchange 
At Hymen's ſacred ſhrine. The great exchange 
To make without regret, without a look © 
Caſt wiſhfully behind, the trembling Muſe 
Proceeds to teach; and for a ney flight plumes 
Her fluttering wing. And O ye lovers ſage, 
More perfect maxims if experience ſner, 
With candor thoſe impart, or follow theſe. 
There are who deem, that on the body's frame 
The features traced by nature's pencil new, 
Index compleat, the tenour of the mind; 
The meek and placid, proud indignant dame, 
The luſtful paramour, the jealous ſhrew. s 
This, and what elſe the lover's happineſs 
May much betide to know, the Muſe unfolds : 


Nor holds contemptuous ſhe the lowlieſt flowers 


That in the garden o fair fſcience bloom. 
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If in the roſy dimple of the cheek 
The Loves and Graces ſport in jocund guiſe, 
Tricking the open brow with wreathed ſmiles; 
Hail the glad omen, pledge of future peace, 
And promiſe fair of ſunſhine to your days. 97 
The yellow ſkin, and eye oft roll'd aſcant, 
The bane of nuptial bliſs, the poiſonous cup 
Of jealouſy denote; which tempers love 
With jaundiced band. A ſupercilious brow, 
And ſolemn air, the garb that folly loves, 4 
Wich opiate dullnefs threaten your repoſe : | 
To ſeize each apt occafion, and the hours, 
That elſe on leaden feet lag ſlowly by, 
Wing with ſoft intercourſe, he little Knows; 
Little he Knows of all the hundred joys, 
That in the ſoul refined wakes genial love, 
Sooths, and tranſports, and brightens every ſcene 
Dread the quick movements of the flippant'tongue 
Vengeful and ſharp; as the wing'd lightning fwitt, 
And loud as thunder, Diſcord hence i is born, 
Prolific parent of a thouſand ills: | 
Hence from his bed the exited hufband flies, 
And 
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And quits the fair Xantippe for his bowl, 
Which ſmiles all-facil ; there unbentis his brow, 
And drinks oblivion of the cares that haunt 

His cooler hours : or haply tuned to love, 
Seeks wretched: refuge in the vague embrace; 
Sprightly and gay, her every art employed 
Bliſs to impart; and baniſh buſy care, 

The ſyren lulls him with her powerful charms. 
Injurious nymph, recall the roving youth, 
Let candor brighten in your open broẽ,, 

Be kind as fair and he ſhall ſpurn the cup rf 
Of lawleſs pleaſure, well exchanged for joys 28 
That reign without reproof, without alloy, 
1n the chaſte raptures of the nuptial bet. 


- © + 


The hair, that emulates the lambent flame, 
Sure earneſt gives of paſſion's ardent 'glow, 
And inclination aptly tuned to love. 

| impatient ſhe, and ſenſible of wrongs, 

Of lighted vows, and fondneſs ill-repaid, 

Oh dread her bold reſolves : nor raſh provoke 
Roxang's ſcimitar and poiſon'd bowl. 
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* Suſpet the ſoft ſmooth chin, were manly flrength 1 
Hath ſpread with ſparing hand the downy beard, F: 
Or thou, whoe'er thou art, fond nymph, too late V 
Shalt rue thy fruſtrate hopes. Whether the mind T 
Its various colours from the various lines O. 
And moulding of the body apt derive, 

Or correſponding ſignatures beſtow 
Impreſſive on the body's paſlive frame; M 
Or whether thoſe. ideal notions date 11 Ar 
Their light fantaſtic birth from fancy vague x Fo 
And vain ; for nature acts by general laws, Ea 
But oft thoſe marks external err from truth; "Ip Th 
Say, Morx1s : for through nature's myſtic realms Th 
Delights thy curious mind to rove ; to trace Th 
Each veſtige, and the hidden laws unfold, Th 
That rule this fair harmonious frame of things. | Ur : 
| Dubious I bid the caution'd lover this, Ane 
And whate'er more the philoſophic eye los 
Beni 


of ſubtle phyſiognomiſts may ken, 4 
. | Truſt 


> Hiſpida membra quidem, & duræ per Brachia ſetæ 
Promittunt atrocem animum. | Joy. 


' Truſt not too far : appearance oft deceives ; 5 


Man's nobleſt ſtudy, be your firſt great care z j 


Each face diſtin&, or | body's s differing ſhapes, 


| Urges to nobleſt deeds; hateful to God 
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F allacious lore! The Muſe with anile tales 
Wills not to blazon ofer her page, intent 


To fix the happineſs of nuptial love 
On the firm baſis 90 unvarying truth. 
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- 155 heaven. tinted ſtudy 1 yourſelf, 


And learn the ruling paſſion of your mind. 
For with more variance not the lines, that form 
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Tho! caſt in twice ten thouſand moulds, contend; 


Than the completions, art or nature. gives 
The varying mind. This groundleſs pride elates; 


The generous impulſe of ambition that 


And man, here Avarice bars ſoft Pity's door; 
There beam i its foſtering rays on all mankind: 
Benevolence diffuſve ſuch the glow, 


8 — E Cœlo deſcendit, ol TERUT0, . 


Figendum & memori tractandum Pectore, five 
Conjugium * vel, &c. Joy. II. 27. 
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That warms s thy boſom, Banks, and wakes dente 
For Luffering worth the ſympathetic tear, 
The mind's each devious winding thus explored 
With unimpaſſioned eye, forget the ſex, 
And chuſe a conſort as you chuſe a friend. 
F orm di in 885 mould let equal nature caſt 
Your fouls congenial ; while to the fame point 
Each ruling paſſion tends. If love innate 
Of gold, dire bane of ſocial life, inflame 
The grovling mind; th attractive centre that 
Of all your earthly joys : the thrifty dame 
Will aptly ſhare your bed, by aſpect ſtaid 


And wary eye diſtinguiſh'd, She with hand A 
Tenacious of the glittering dirt will fave Whe 
Each diffluent mite ; and count it bliſs to add By { 
A daily Something to th' unwieldy hoard, He! 
On every ſide amaſs d. So may ye drudge The 
Through life, abhorring and abhorr'd of all; Wit- 
By ſentiments benevolent uncheck'd, 1 — And 
By every craving paſſion uncontroul'd, But « 
Save ſacred luſt of gold. By mutual aid Conti 
So may ye foſter and improve that luſt, His p 


Til 


Till Nature's every tender tie diſſolved, E; 
Alike unown'd the parent, friend, and God, 

Or centred all in gold, mid ſocial ails 

And voluntary preſſure of pale care, 

Ye live like Gripus ſelf, and Gripus wife. 


ored 


But if your ſoul humane the genial glow 

Of warm benevolence inflame ; the ſpark, 
The luſtrous ſpark of ſoft humanity, 

Let not th' alloy of avarice baſe profane : 
Duped not by beauty, wit, or luring wealth, 
t Be dragg'd a victim to Avara's bed, 

Nor wound your ſoul with ills, that bear no cure. 


Ah, Lalius, ſay, what ſtar malignant ruled, 
When hoodwink'd fortune fix'd your vagrant eye, 
© BY By ſome ill magic guiled, on Celia's charms? 
He loved to mingle in the flow of ſouls, 
The circling glaſs, with moderation crown'd, 
Wit-gendering; loved the generous open friend, 


ag®* . 1 


And wit and virtue's every friend was his. 
But Czlia's thunder-pointed tongue, and brow 
Contracted ever, to ſad exile doom'd 5 
His pitying friends, and ruled with iron ſway. 
Til = 5 | Now 
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Now trim and dainty every room appear'd, LE F. 
Unſoil'd each floor with the intruding feet 4 
Of learn'd good men; whom erſt his bounty fed, . 
And ſoul admired. All 'round was ſplendid void; W 
Save where the unmoleſted ſpider wove i 
His gin, inſidious of the vagrant fly : 

Or haply in the curtain's flowing folds Ws 
Safe ſlepp'd the fluggard moth. The midnight glar | = 


Of waxen taper now no longer lures 
The fluttering inſect from its covert hold, 

And dooms to periſh in a flood of light : 

Celia, how juſt an emblem of thyſelf ; 

How true an emblem, Lælius, of thy fate! 
Lured by the torch, that in her radiant eye 
Love brandiſh'd, he purſued the fraudful light; 
The fraudful light enjoyed, and was undone. 
His heart and purſe were open to diſtreſs, 

And from the eye of miſery ever prompt 

To wipe the guſhing tear. But never ray 
Benign of tender pity thaw'd the ice 

Of her obdurate heart. Hence diſcord raged, 
And broils inceſſant ruffled Hymen's reign. 


Better 


P &Q EMS ws 
Better celibacy than ſuch a mate ; 
Far better, Stracey, with ſome gay good friend 
Open and free to wing the flying hours 
ed, With ſocial converſe; banquet of the mind. 
od; WW What tho' no fondling teizing fair enchains 


In the ſoft lap of ignominious eaſe 
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Thy foul entranced; what tho? no prattling boy 
With amiable impertinence ſalutes 
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Thy ear paternal, climbs the well-known Knee, 
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And haply with ſome little rival ſtrives 
To gain an envied kiſs. Has fame no charms? - 
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Shall ſyren eaſe the ſoul uxorious win 
From virtue's active chaſe ? Is there no joy 
In friendſhip's generous powers? feels the rapt mind 
No pleaſure in the pleaſures of a friend; 
Imparts no fond delight, with lenient hand 
, To ſmooth his ſwell of care ? better I deem 
Lord of my own deſires, from Hyinen's courts 
To live an exile, than to live a ſlave 
To a capricious fair ; than to behold 
Unpitying Avarice in an angel-form 
ed, Gainſt Merit bar th' inhoſpitable door: 
25 While ſacrificed to love, benevolence | 
Zettel | Shrinka 
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Shrinks like a ſhrivelbd flower; whoſe beams 


ſhould ſhine 
Diffuſive bright, as the the meridian ſun. 


If lady Betty love the noiſy town, 
If morning auctiens, and the evening rout 
With pleaſure wing her hours; Eumenes, ſhun 


All nuptial converſe there: for nature framed 


Thy taſteful foul for pleaſures more refined. 
To thee ſhe gave on Contemplation's wing 
To ſoar fublime, and taſte the ſapient fount 
Of bright philofophy. Tis thy delight 


To bruſh the dewy lawn, when mounts the lark, 


Hymning his matin carols ; or ſupine 

Along the margin of tome glaſſy ſtream 

Hang raptur'd on the lyres of Greece and Rome, 
Or woo with rival fame the Britiſh Muſe, 


Even now, or $a fancy eel aſtray 


The wandering ſenſes, or the Muſe beholds 


Eumenes lead a nymph of better clay 
*Mid glades, from buſy hum of men remote es 


Where nature dight in eaſy difhabile, 
Irregularly 
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Irregularly beauteous, charms the eye, ; 
Where ſtream reſponſive, hill, and hollow dell 


Trill with the meaſures of the gay wood-quire : - 
Thy ſpouſal muſic. Sweet muſicians, thus, 


Le Syrens, harmleſs Syrens of the glades, 


Where haunts the Sylvan Muſe, your carols chaunt: : 
Propp'd by ſome oak, with loving ivy twined, 
There let me hang enamour'd of your ſong; -- 
While through the liquid air your veſpers float 
To the perennial fountain of all good; 

To him, whoſe all- ſuſtaining hand, profuſe 

Of bleſſings, ſcatters to each various tribe 

Their various viands, and to all imparts 

Lite, vigour, health, and ſong. Away, ye ſons 
Of luxury, away to other ſcenes, 

Where ſoft Talia's ſoul- diſſolving airs, 

4 Worthy a cenſor, lap in treacherous eaſe 
| 3 


T aſſatias enim Platoni, nihil tam facile in animos tene · 
ros atque molles influere, quam varios canendi ſonos. Mo- 
res lapſi ad mollitiem pariter cum cantibus—Siquidem illa 
levera Lacedæmon nervos juſſit, quos plures quam ſeptem ha- 
beret, in Timothei fidibus demi, „„ 
1 85 Cic. de Leg. Lib. II. 


152 P O E 5 
9 Tire enervate youth. | 
But whither roves the lay 
Enough of Nature's wild fantaſtic ſcenes : 
The cultured garden ſmiles, where mimic art 
With Nature's caſe contends ; 3 the flower. fringed 
5 walks 
Now lure, and the gay family of ſweets 
Attract the fair one's care: there while ſhe PR 
The ſnow-driven lilly with her whiter hand, | 
She ſmiles to ſce the envious lilly droop, 
The envious lilly, emblem of mankind, 
Or ſhall the Muſe purſue your vagrant ſtep, 
When glow the dog-days, to the arbour's = 
Form?d by her artiſt hand i in idle hour ? 
(And far I deem above the vain employs, 
That in tower'd cities rap the giddy fair, 

To form the youthful Scion's ductile age, 
| Inwreath the poplar's ſilver ſhade diſtinet 
With jeſſamine ſmiling gay, or raſteful reach 
The flaunting woodbine's ringlets where to Ray) 
Peace to that bower of bliſs : ſequeſter d there 
From the rude din of care, what pleaſing aſk 
To ſtore her docil mind with leſſons culbd 
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From Nature's ethic page; ſweetening the lore 


lnſtructive with fond blandiſhments of love: 


Fair lore, on characters impreſſive ſtamp'd 


In every ſhady walk, and gay parterre, b 


On hs ſhrubs, on every 1 flower 4 | 


Not ſuch the ſcenes, that gild Sitvand s hours: 
What though enamour'd of the babling ſtream, | | 
The filent grot, where Contemplation dwells, - 
And to the mind, by buſy buſtling cares | 
Unclouded, ſweet Content her requiem ſings; 
He treads-by nature's and by reaſon's laws ' 
The peaceful vale of life: if love deny 


His genial beams, imperfect is each joy; 


Vaip ſmiles the rural haunt, and nature droops 
Diſrobed of half her charms. When th' orient ſun 


| Withdraws the ſable curtains of the night, 


Waking the cock's ſhrill clarion; he obeys 
The chearful ſummons, and the lazy couch 
Leaves to the ſons of luxury and floth. 

And ſoon as Yeſper trims her evening lamp, 
To light to Thetis coral-wreathed couch 


Her nightly paramour ; with Titan's cloſe 


Siivano's 
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Silvano's labours; temperance makes his bed, 
And ſlumber folds him in her downy arms. 
But conſort none, no Thetis there finds he. 
At thoſe bright hours of joy ; at thoſe bright hours 
For other joys her fluttering boſom pants; 
*Midſt many a brilliant figure, pert and vain, 
Burns the gay nymph to deal her glances round, 
And give one gueſt to Comus taſteful courts, 
The beams reſplendent of enlivening day, 


That chear all nature, have no charms for her, 


Adieu for her thou burnuſh'd globe of light, 


_ Effulgence pure] adieu the warbled ſong, | 


With which the grateful choriſter of air 
Salutes the bright return of chearful day 
Adieu the landicape, Nature's pencil draws; 


Where blended, fair variety, contend 
The regular, the beauteous, the ſublime ! 
| The taper's midnight blaze, and all the brood, 


The hydra brood of follies that attend; 

Her ſenſes charm, and beam Elyium round. 
Nor end the orgies, till diſguſting light 
Pervade ſome cranny: when, like prowling gbol;, 


Warn'd by the peep of morn, or ſhrill alarm 
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Of wakeful cock, to bed ſhe ſhapes how way; | 


And courts the fugitive embrace of fleep, 
What time Silvano quits his ivory gate. 

So poets fable, the Ledean youths 

Alternate life enjoy :. Pollux to day 

The ſhades of temporary death withhold 

From realms of light; to-morrow he revives, 
While his fond brother ſhares an equal fate, 


But fee! a mingled radiance meets the eye 
Of various objects beaming various charms : 
Now glows the gay aſſembly ; and the powers-: 
Of dulcet melody invite to join 
The ſprightly dance, Each youth how form'd 
” for love | 


How ſhineseach nymph in more than native charms 


To fond compliance the ſoft muſic meits 

Each heart elate; while not à care intrudes, 
Save breathed in lovers' ſighs; and every where 
Eupbroſyne with her twin ſiſters reigns. 

Oh now, ye ſwains, beware the 1c oblique,- 
Now guard, ye ſprightiy ny the virgin zone. 


While fancy riots wild, thi ungnarcted hour 
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On his devoted head. But ah ! no clue 

Can hapleſs virgin frame; the Mule's ſxill, 
With all her arts, with all her magic powers 
No thread can twine, that may the rapt mind lead 


156 M. 
Is ſeized, and Love leads on his conquering powers, 
Deep drinks the thirſty arrow the fond heart, 
And then no balm can tardy reaſon bring. 
Ever arrect againſt the wiles of love, 
Let reaſon ſleep not; on the dangerous voyage 
To realms of bliſs or woe intent: but weigh 
The vaſt concern in each eventful light. 

Fair Ariadne through the labyrinth led 
Her Grecian lover ; the fond virgin's clue 


Th' inexplicable error, maze in maze 


Revolving, traced. Butcould thenymph have traced 


Her lover's heart, than labyrinth more perplex'd, 
She had not then on Naxos deſert iſle 
Been left, to imprecate the wrath of heaven 


Through all the mazes of a lover's heart, 
Dark, and inſcrutable. He little errs, 


Who little truſts or ear or eye; to lead 


Each raptured ſenſe aſtray, ſuch ſpecious arts 
. 
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AE a 
Prompt love ſupplies: inſtructs the cheek to glow 
With roſes not its own, and with the roſe 


Fictitious lilies blends. And as the face, 


Love adventitious colours bids aſſume 

Th adulterate mind: unlocks the griping hand 
Of Avarice, prodigal with aukward grace; 

And checks the riſing choler of a ſhrew. 

What though the lovely dame mid parleys ſoft 
Of amorous intent, no drop: of gall 

To ruffle the ſmooth calm that reigns within, 
All-golden ſmile, love-whiſpering, bland and gay: 
Will ſhe be ever thus! mark from this cliff, 
How ſmooth the ſurface of the ocean's plain, 
While on its green lap breathes the vernal breeze, 
And blithe the Naiad ſports in amber cell. 

Hence then, go climb th* adventurous bark, unfurl 
The ſails; nor ever think that Ampbitrite 
Will ſmile leſs fair and placid, leſs benign. 

But if the ſire of winds with a rude gale 
Beride the deep, and the black tempeſt brew: 
Streight ſwells her angry boſom, the white ſurge 
Collected foams, and dire commotion ſhakes | 
The watry realm. The fair diſſembler ſuch 

| Through 
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138 2 HE M . 
Through all the workings of the heart purſue; 
And with deep-ſearching eye, and ear arre&t 
Explore the mind; where centers all thy ſtore | 
Of earthly happineſs. Nor blames the Muſe 
A ſoul· detecting fraud; for fraud with fraud 
Aſtrea's {elf forbids not to repel. 
To tread on Shock, or break a china jar, 
May ſhew thee, Flavia, in another light; 
How much unlike herſelf! unlike the dame; 
That in the ſofter hours of love, and buioy'd 
By a fand lover's golden flattery, ſeem'd 
All love, and rapture, kind complacence all. 


Diftruft the prude, of the coquet beware; 
But moſt beware of her, whoſe ſcandal tongue 
Makes Athiops half her ſex: if ſhe be chaſte, 
This reaſon take, none ever held her fair. 

| Lucinda err d: Vet why muſt Flora's tongue 
Dwell ever on her faults z why ſcornful hint 
Her frailties paſt, and add new Kings to woe? 
Sure Flora envies not Lucinda's fate :— 
Yet think, raſh maid, how cenſure may decide; 
The fair and good are · generous and humane; 
. And 
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of i Innocence them led; not fallen as thoſe. 
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And when they let the drop of pity fall, 
Or pour the balm of comfort in the wounds 


That vice hath made; the candid action thanks 


With ſilent eloquence the hand benign 
Of providence, that in the pleaſant paths 


This is no draught of fancy's pencil, truſt 
The faithful Page, the world will reaſon * 
wok O ye ebe of ws fair and gay, 
That love to mingle in Hygeia's train 
Along the ® vale the ſilver Medway laves, 
Or *midft the bright reſort of pleaſant Bath; 
Where oft the mineral rill, a huſband oft 
Pictures the pale cheek of chlorotic maid 
With health's accuſtom'd grace: friend to the fair; 


Even there the Muſe attends you. | Pauſe awhile 


From pleaſure's giddy round; awhile forgo © 
The bright impertinence of fluent beaux, 
Let reſt Spadilio, the love-waking dance 
Awhile forbear, and liſten to the Muſe, 
Thither 


* TUNBRIDGE. 
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Thither repair in queſt of heireſs gay, 

Or jointured widow, prodigal of love, 

The tall Hibernian, and the needy Scot, 

And he, whom Arthur's and the ſtews have ſent 

Inglorious exile from paternal lands. 

Let not his face embronz'd, his taſteful dreſs, 

The ſtudy of his life, nor ready flow 

Of nonſenſe, catch th* unguarded ear or eye: 
Let not his empty vaunts of high deſcent, 

Tho? ſwell his veins with Bruce's royal blood, 

Your heart s too eaſy conquelt boaſt: his tongue 

Though love perſuaſive gild, and wing his words 

With magic, truſt him not; ah, truſt not love, 

For love is blind: and thou, alas! raſh nymph, 

Art little hackney'd in the frauds of man. 
So may you never ſee the treaſured ſtores, 
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Which your fond frugal parents earn'd to crown 
Your happineſs, and their own genius ſpared, 
Laviſh' d inſervient to a wretch' s will; | 
Who knows no other pleaſure than his luſts 
| Indulged, in whoſe baſe *ſcutcheon glows no wreatl 
Of honeſt fame. The beam of ſocial joy 
5 . Ne'ct 


ent 
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Neer feels the callous ſoul, on which ne'er ſmiled 
Bright ſcience, prompt to humanize the mind. 


Merit from merits counterfeit to ken, 
Th' inſidious ſharper from th' ingenuous youth, 
| Muſt be your care: neither ſoon known, nor long 
ConceaPd. The hundred tongues of rumour ſpare 
To truſt; but moſt diſtruſt yourſelf. Some charms 
By lovers only ſeen, the anchor'd heart | 
Oft holds attractive, and each ſenſe o*erpowers: 
Deaf is the partial ear, the eye is blind; 
And in the radiance of that magic charm, 
As in a flood of light, all ſpecks are loſt. 
So the rude Indian, with the glories rapt 
Of the light- ſtreaming orb of chearful day, 
Th' empyreal ſplendor hails, and genial heat: 
His every power there fixt, he bows, adores; 
Spots it may have, but none the votary ſees. 


How many dangers circle Hymems throne ! 
How many evils yet remain unſung, 
That thwart the bliſs, and nip in early bud 
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T he invocation ; the importance of the ſubjecs: cha- 


rafters; the foxbunter, the bookworm, the beau. 
Great diſparity in birth and fortunes, and in con- 
ſequence of that a difference of education, a gene- 
ral cauſe of unhappineſs : a” baſe trafficking of 
Hearts, and arithmetical exafneſs in adjusting the 
preportion of ſettlement and dowry, as generally 


productive of future diſquietude, and mutual diſ- 


guſt. An ApoStrophe to liberty: reflettions on 
the revival of a national militia, Deſcription of 
a country wedding : the epithalamium, 


 { YNCE more ye ſiſters of the vocal ſhell, 


Once more I woo you; nor reje& my ſuit 
With virgin coyneſs. If for you I ſhun 
The noiſy revel, the voluptuous bower ; 
It 
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On which the happineſs of fondeſt ſwains 


1 PDO S. 

If from the buſy town to rove your fair 

But barren hill I fly, wake with the lark, 

And trim the midnight taper at your ſhrine; 
Auſpicious come: and every fatal rock, | 
Fatal to nuptial happineſs, reveal; 

For all is clear to you. No futile tale 

Th' adventurous bard unfolds: at truth he aims; 
On which the happineſs of faireſt nymphs, 


Shall hang ; ; _— and inſpire the daring ſong. 


I 
There are, who count it bliſs ſupreme, to ſtery An 
Their humid temples in the midnight bowl : Sm: 
But may he ſhare the virgin's juſt diſdain, Of 
That to bright beauty's roſeate glow prefers Of 1 
His minion glaſs, baſe rival of her charms. Wh 
Nor in the boiſterous ſportſman hope to find Tha 
The lover bland, who for the headlong chace This 
Quits the ſoft raptures of the nuptial bed, And 
Where joy remorſeleſs reigns: and with diſplay 9 
Of reaſon little higher than the brute 
That bears his tyrant weight o'er hill and dale, 
* 


Speeds o'r the furrow'd glebe his wild career; 
While 


Paſs o'er her widow'd head, not thus defign'd : 2 * 
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While roving echo glads his raptured heart $ 
With ſhout of men, and cry of opening hounds,” 
Concord diſcordant to a taſteful ear. | 
Mean time at home the ſolitary fair, 
Lavinia, pity | poor Lavinia's fate, b 
Mourns that ſo ſlow the leaden-footed hours 5 ot 
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Hours that ſhould nimbly poſt on filken wings, 
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Shedding the n balm of * love. 
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But now the waning day, 1 lagging dogs, 
And the tired ſteed urg'd on with ſlacken'd reins» 
Small earneſt give of longer ſport: while hope 
Of converſe conjugal unbends the brow 
Of the fond fair. Vet o'er the evening's chear 
What other theme knows he to quicken time, 
Than the ſtale praiſes of his favourite hounds, 
This famed for fleetneſs, that for nicer noſe, 


And panegyricks on the feats of Roan ? 
Or on the table, mark'd with glewy ale, 
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OFober-brew'd, the ſportſman's beveridge, 
Hie ſhews the various fortunes of the day: 
Depicted here a mimic river rolls Of 
Where plunged the practiſed deer by trackleſs way, On 
Eludes the errant dogs; beneath this hill! Sof 
He earth'd the wily fox; there traced in view So. 
The ſcented veſtige of the circling hare: _ Of 
While gates ſcarce leſs than Heor ſtorm'd of yore, By 
And foſſes nobly crots'd oppoſed. in vain. 
Than parleys theſe not the papaverous rod 

Of Morpheus apter to promote repole,, 
To bed they hie; and morn's returning light 


< 


Recalls the Britiſb Nimrod to the field. 
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The tutor'd nymph, thus war n'd what various ills 
Flow from the mind uncivilized and rude, 
Is not impell'd poor refuge thence to ſeek. 
In the faſtidious bookworm's cold embrace: 
Who to the whirlpool of Churyldis flies 
From Sqlla's rocks, ſhall rue the dire exchange. 
| Briſtled 


Hac ibat Simojs, hic eſt Sigæ ia tellus, | 
Hic ſteterat Priami regia celſa ſenis, &c. 
5 5 Ovp. Ep. I. 
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* Briftled with pedaht-arrogance. and Greet, 


And fraught with glenjata from each audty ſhelf 
Of Bedley's dome, how will his mind deſcend | 24 


On trivial things to hold with ſimple nymph. 
Soft parleys; how with blandiſhments of love 
Sweeten the ſocial converſe ! where the fund 
Of decent wit, the gentle generous ſoul. 
By art and nature forim'd to-foar ſublime; - 
That ſtooping low, when time and place admit, | 


And apt occaſion, trifles amiably ! | 


Theſe natufe gives ehe youth on ion ſhe ſmiles, 

Not to be learn'd from Ariſtotles rules 

Not to be culbd frem Plato's page divine. 

Theſe gild the face of joy, and ſmooth the fivell 

Of common cares: theſe place the mated Par 

In the perpetual ſpring of glad content, 

And ſhades than thine, O Academe, more fair; 

Never more happy, never leſs alone 

Than when alone. Hymen, thus ever ſmile, 

And vindicate thy altars long prophaned 

By ſordid luere, or uſurp'd by luſt: 
44. In 


* Un-pedant enivre de ſavaine ſcience, 
Tout heriſſe de Grec, tout bouffe d' Arrogance. Bolt, 
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In the ſmooth haven of deliglit ſecure 

So ride the nuptial bark; while the fond pair 
In happy union move through all the ſtorms, 
Through all the gilded ſcenes that chequer life. 


But danger, O ye nymphs is {till behind, 
With reſolution ſteel your virgin hearts. | 
The conflict is not now with drowly ſot, 
Or boiſterous huntſman, or the pedant air 
Of cloiſtcr'd ſcholar. All your prudence, all, 
Jour pride, a foe of other mould demands; 
Briglit rival of the vaineſt of your ſex 
| In trifling, noiſe, and dreſs, Shrined in your arms, 
With your own arts inſtruct, beware the thing 
Compoſed of nothings, that men term a beau. 
When firſt the blazing character appear d 
With meteor-glow, the rueful havock ſuch 
Of mouldering time, no annals mark; his birth 
No region claims: ſpawn'd by the brainleſs head 
Of vanity, by affectation nurſed, 
He batten'd in the pamper'd lap of pride ; 
Fixt to no place, and to no rank confined, 
Is every where ; and like the marine god 
„ ITS”. 
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Fabled of old, in every ſhape appears. 
Fluttering around the fair he'ſhines at court. 
Not leſs diſtinguiſh'd at the rural wake; 
There trick*d in India's ſilken luxury, 
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Here in the homelier garb of tidy drill. 

At toilette that inſtructs the eye to roll, 

Or forms the curve of the well-turn'd tupee : 
And by the mirror of ſome cryſtal ſtream 
This combs his jetty treſſes, o'er his breaſt _ 
Suſpends the poliſh'd buckle, and anon 


Smiles ſelf- delighted. Such Narciſſus was; 


So would he hang enamour'd of himſelf 

O'er ſome pellucid fountain: till the gods 
Avenged the ſighing flighted nymphs of Greece, | 
And made the beau a flower. So fare thee, pride 
And, ladies, as ye love to de admired, 

Believe th' impartial Muſe; to love or you 

No altars he will raiſe, who is himſelf 

His own a ee 
| Light minds there are 

That from deſcent count worth; nor in the man 
Aſk other virtues than the pompous train 


| That ſwells his boaſted pedigree ; there 128 
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That place the ſum-of all their . | 
On the proud pomp cf titles, and reject 


The ardent vous, ihe faithful boſom breathes 


Of rapturous lover, for an empty name, 


A breath, a ſound; and rue too late the loſs 


Of real good: Ambition's meed, ill- placed, 
When raiſed not on the baſis of deſerr. 
| Will this to the cold winter of old age 55 
Give genial warmth,? ? Will titles vain reſtore | 
To languid limbs i invigorating; health,', 1 | 
And brace the neryeleſs rake? bliſs more W 
Feels ſhe, that wrapt in Calidonian plaid 95 
With him whom age and fortune apier mate, 
Braves the keen. blaſt of winter's midnight rage 
On ſome, hoax heath! in Orkney's. deſert; iſle 
Than buried in the monumental arms 

Of frozen age, though downy luxury Taff 
With all i her chaps prepare the die fate. 


Not that the ſober Muſe contemptuous holds. 
The high perogative of noble birth, 
Earneſt and meed of virtue nobly earn n'd 
By worthy anceſtors, and handed down 


From fire to ſon ; inſtructive monitor 
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Of great exploits. She bids not lady Bel 


With dapper footman {peed to Scotia's realm: 


When paſſion wild uſurps the name of love, 


And Plutus ſeals the deed with hireling hand, 
How rarely Hymen ſmiles,! ſhe bred in courts, . 


Her mind by many a fair example taught 

To add new luſtre to her high deſcent, 

And with the brighteſt poliſh art could give 
Refined ; he nurtured | in ſome lowly | 8 


Few his ideas, grovling as his birth 


His manners, unimproved, inſulſe his mind ; 


How will their converſe grate harſh aiſfonance! 
How will their hours, e days, years roll roughly on, 


Their lives on ſuch unequal models form'd ! 
If ver the natal hour with ſtepdame frown = 


Here fortune rule, there ſmile with laviſh band; 


A different colour thence the mind aſſumes, 


And differing, notions different manners mould. 


Nor evils leſs unequal years denounce, 
Where varying age diverſifies in each 
The aim, the wiſh, the want, and the cas: 
And thefe diverſe, tis jar and diſcord all. 
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* Pleaſed with his cruel paſtime: Love deliglits 
Beneath the yoke to force th* unequal pair: 
His villain ſhaft not his own mother ſpared, 
Who took the limping Pulcan to her arms; ; 


Anon, hear this, ye dotards, left her ſkies 
And wrinkled huſband for a beardleſs boy. 


Why ſhould the Muſe relate bow laundreſs ft: pruce 
In Sunday gown, and ſhanty milliner 
For Templar or grave Academic ſpread 
T heir artful nets: or how the vain fine things, 
The tawdry captain, and intriguing clerk, 
Pride of ſome country town, with rival hopes 


Attempt the manſion of the neighbouring '{quire, 


Where the ſequeſter'd heireſs lives immured ? 
Oh ſhield, ye guardian powers, that tend the Fr 
Belinda's heart from theſe bright figures ſhield; 
For whom ſhe ſighs, as whom ſhe never ſaw 
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* Cui placet impares 
Formas atque animos ſub Juga ahenea 
Sævo mittere cum joco. Hon. 


* By 
any po: 
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so pitiful, ſo wondrous pitiful ;” 


any portions ; which he thought ſerved only to make them 
a prey, and deſtroyed the ends of marriage. That this was 
the reaſon fo ſuch an inhibition, is plain from a proviſion he 
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So rare, ſo finiſh'd men. Each plies his art: 
Through the chicanery of the doubling law 
This glibly glides : while ſounds of cent per cent, 
And lands in fee, retain the father's car, 
Not fo the other : with recital dread 
Of hair-breath [capes 1 in dangers never faced, | 
And feats heroic in the covert way, 
He holds her ear ; his ſtoried woes invade 


The tender breaſt, where pity loves to dwell : 
While the ſoft virgin ſighs: to hear a tale, 


And unſuſpectful with her fortune's meed 


And heart too facil crowns deſert in arms. 


Oh curſe on gold deluſive ! hence the Muſe 
Might ſwell her numerous page with cold diſguſt, 
Roving deſire, and all the various ills 


Of ſettlement and jointure, * bane of bliſs _ 
Connubial ? 
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* By Solon's Laws the women were not ſuffered to have 
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Connubial? hymenæal rites prophaned, | Te 
Affections wreſted, vows ignobly bought, * 

In his free realms, where nature wont to ſit T] 
Sole arbitreſs, the venal bargain driven, In 
And the baſe merchandiſe of barter'd hearts, 
Love ſorrowing ſees; the ſplendid altar ſees 
To ſordid Plutus raiſed, and his own power 

| Diſown'd : his idle ſhafts lye ſcatter'd by, 

To village ſwains, and rural haunts confined, 
He mourns his ftraiten'd reign. 

Ill fare the wight 

That under fair pretence of equity 
The fraud injurious framed ; with partial good 
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Gloſs'd over, full-fraught with public injury! 
Ah me ! how oft ſhall ſupplicating nymph, 

By rigid parent's awful menace forced, 

Or, legal traffick, by vile guardian fold, 

Rue the dire deed, that circumſcribed the power 


Of genial love; and forged the iron chains 
| To 


made in the caſe of an heireſs; the man who married bes 
being by law obliged to uſe her as his wife at leaſt three tims 
amonth. Moderate as this obligation is, it is beyond a quel Than 
tion whether many Britiſh ladies hav$ not reaſcn to wiſh tit 
introduction of ſuch a law. | 
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Ve happy plains of ſtoried! Aready, 


| Was breathed for ſtate, and pageantry, and dreſs. 


Whoſe labours glad content, and peace of mind 


Syveeten, and mutual love without alloy. 


What tho” his board no cates delicious crowd, 
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To manacle bright liberty! Thrice hai! 
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That whilom ſmiled with liberty and love f 
In Saturn's golden reign: when ſhepherd's pipe 
Harmonious thrilPd with love in every ſhade, 


With love ſucceſsful * when fi mplicity 
Bared the fond heart, and bade the bluſhes riſe 
Of yielding virgin; ere the venal ſigh 
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ve too are re happy, O ye Britjh ſwains, 
Happy beyond your knowledge rural ſwains ; 
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What hind ſo low, that tills Britannia? 8 ſoil, 
But looks ſuperior down on purpled flaves; 


The proudeſt ſlave, that dreads a tyrant's frown ? 
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He fears no menace of the pendulous ſword. 
Health ſtrings his luſty nerves; his boſom free 
From terror-haunted conſcience, better far 


Than Hermes wand, the balmy flumber gives: 
The 
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The chaſte embrace the labours of the day _ 
Repays ; and on his ſturdy ſteps, that bruſh 
The morning dew, young liberty attends. 

The friend of love is liberty. It gives 
Strength to the arm, with courage ſteels the breaſ, 
And plumes the warriour's creſt with victory. 


Britons, once more behold to Britiſh arm 
Your native rights committed: ſnatch the ſword, 
And your own thunder wield. So liberty 
Proclaims ; who does nat liſten to the voice, 
The cherub yoice of golden liberty ? 

Whoſe boſom glows not, rapt with patriot joy, 


Oft as he ſees the ſturdy ruſtic ſwain 


With equal proweſs and with equal grace 
The ſword and fickle wield alternate ? This 
Unlocks gay plenity's treaſured ſtores, that ſhield 


The rich boon from oppreſſion's paw; and gives 
To bloom the olive wand of white - robed peace. 


Rome 5 great dictator thus, while Rome was fre, 


Now at his farm, amidſt the ruſtic crew, ; 
Purſued 
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Purſued the tollſorne labours of the plough: 
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Now at the head of conquering legions taught 
The well- inſtructed battle where to rage; 

And planted laurels round his lowly cot, | 
Gather'd on glory” s plain. When faction 8 crew. 


n — —— 3 
8 rr 


With broils inteſtine ſhook the jealous ſtate, 
And hoſtile ſquadrons girt the realm without; 
Ah, where was then the Roman empire, where 
The Roman narne ! but that the ruſtic ſwain, 1 
The ſoul and guardian of a tottering ſtate, 
Left the hali-cultured glebe : his fre- born ſoul 
In virtue mail'd, unnerved by luxury 

His arm, gave to his ſtruggling country bench, 
Th' embarraſs'd legions ſaved, and from the creſt 
Of the proud foe pluck'd victory, that loves 


To lodge in virtue's arms; fair victory, 9 
With all her richeſt bleſſings, all her joys, +» | 
Fame, life, and liberty than life more dear 
CE. To noble 1 1 And thence intent to run 


2 True glory' s high career, above the pride 
; free, WW Of pomp external, home he bent his ſteps ; 
There turn'd the fallow glebe, the gadding vine 
ſued Or pruned, or taught its marriageable arms 
NN Round 
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Round the tall elm to twine. Glorious i in arms, 


Nor in the obſcurity of private life 


Leſs glorious, hail great QuinIins ! thee the Muſe 
Would gladly follow to thy frugal board 
Ranged with coarſe viands, catch th' inſpiring gloy 


Of freedom, which, amidſt the youthful group 
Diffuſed, the boſom of each ſtripling forms 
To deeds of high emprize : there let me fix; 


And leave the giddy multitude to gaze 


At Julius, glittering i in th inglorious ſpoils 
oy * liberty. 8 
What Britain is 


Was Rome. Oh may no Julius ſnatch thoſe rights 
From Britiſh breaſts ! the gem of liberty, _ 


Which your brave fathers on the ſabre's edge, 
By patriot ſtruggles, and ennobling deeds 
Have handed down, with jealous virtue guard. 
Let not the flattering lure of golden vice, 

Nor pleaſure's treacherous cup unnerve the arm, 
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The ſoft ſoul melt, and mould the breaſt to chains; 
Be brave, be virtuous, and you muſt be free. Te 

; 5 5 By th 
But whither have the charms of liberty, Its ve 


8 Charrns that with genuine luſtre ever meet 
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Poetic eyes, the devious Muſe betray d * 


Give flowers, give roſes; ſee the white-robed prieſt 
With hallow'd rites hath bound the happy pair 
In ſacred union! See the bluſhing bride = 


Advancing, now her finger's new acqueſt 


The matron honour of the ring ſurveys 

Now on the delegated youth reflects ü 
The glance oblique, not ill-return'd : for he, 
With eager eye devouring all her charms, 
Rapt on fond fancy's wing, with ſweet foretaſte 
Anticipates each future joy. Joys pure, 

Without alloy: not purchaſed at the price 

Of innocence; nor with the poiſonous ſting 

Of dire remorſe attended. Hand in hand, 

Home to their little cot, that decent ſmiles, 

The couple blithe proceed: the village train, 

Of nymphs and ſwains a numerous throng, attend; 
For idly grazes then the vacant ox, | 

The weedhook reſts, nor ſounds the luſty flail. 


To form the table, of its honours reft 
By the rude ax, low bow'd a ponderous oak 

Its verdant head: where vegetable hemp, 
8 95 (What 
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The fatted gooſe recount, or plover wild, 


In fragrant cuſtard here the pippin floats, 


'190 K 
(What will not art and induſtry effect! H 


Difplay'd the dædal labours of the loom. FT 


There Britain pour'd her rural dainties forth H. 
Luxuriant; various was the rich repaſt. ; 
Pride of the table ſmoak*d the kighted beef : 1 
Nor was the placid lamb thence abſent; type 
Of innocence, and mirth that knows no guile. 
The.“ gall. leſs dove was there, example apt 
In the high duties of connubial life | 

To leffon many a pair. Why ſhould the Mufe 


Or how the chickens met the vermeil ham ? 
Of birds that wing the air, of fiſh that haunt 
The ſtream, no lack was there. Ceres benign 
Smiled in the artful fabric of the pye, 
Or flowed in amber ſtreams of ſparkling ale : 


There ſnowy mountains riſe from dulcet milk. 
Hail 


* In the nuptial facrifices offered to Juno, the gall was T 
always taken out from the victim, and thrown away: the 
legiſlator, as Plutarch obſerves, thereby inſinuating that all 
aſperity of temper ought to bebaniſhed from the nuptial ſlate. 


PO E M S. 181 
Hail happy foil, where laviſh nature pours 
The choiceſt treaſures of her teeming horn: 
Hail native land, that crown'ſt the humble board 


Of lowly ſwains with bleſſings, fuch fair train ! 


Content, that ſmiling fate on every brow, 
And feſtive mirth enhanced the feaſt : nor ſtood 
The jovial glaſs; but many a decent jeſt, 
And many a wiſh help'd round the pleaſant board. 
While Colin-Clout, of all the neighbouring vale 


The defteſt lad that blow'd on ſhepherd*s pipe, 


To Hymen thus the artleſs carol framed, 


Hall to the power, that rules the hallow'd rites 


And ſpotleſs honour of the nuptial bed; 
That the prompt hands, as love the hearts, unites, 
O Hymen, here thy genial influence ſhed. 


If the proud equipage, the ſplendid dome 


Lure not thy eye impartial ; if thy care 
Be virtue's plants to nurſe; auſpicious come: 


Theſwain has worth, the nymph is chaſte and fair. 
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What tho” the Perſian loom was ne* er em ploy'd 


To form the bridal bed's rich cangpy ; ; 
Oft is the proudeſt bed of bliſs devoid, 
And from rude care the wollen teſter free. 


May never foot of wanton paramour 
Invade the precincts of this little med; 


But let affection fond ſecure the door, 


And of ay ſofteſt roſes make their bed. 


And hear me, mighty Love, ; if ere thy praiſe 
Carol'd at country wake my artleſs lays, 


If ere my ſighs were offer'd at thy ſhrine, 
And vows prefer'd to make my Marian mine; ; 


Now ſmile propitious : : wing thy golden dart, 
And ſpeed th unnerring ſhaft at Marian $ heart: 


So may ſhe ſmile upon her Colin's lay, 
And ſhe and Colin hail the e e day. 


Thus . and Marian ſmiling thus rejoin'd,” 
M. Happy, thrice bappy be the pair; 


Each richer bleſſing, every joy, 
| That 
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That Hymen ſcatters, may they ſhare, 
And, might it be, without alloy ! 

Never may yon. waning ſun, | 

Round the welkin tho! he run, 

A fonder happier couple ſee ; 


Be Hymen's chains as light as chains can be. 


Col. A boſom friend to ſooth our care, 
A lover bland our joys to ſhare; 
If merit ought theſe gifts benign, 

Theſe, O Hymen, each are thine. 


M. A jealous tyrants ſtern controul, 
When mean ſuſpicion haunts his ſoul, 
Hymen, is bliſs we owe to thee, 
But ſhield me, Dian, I'Il be free. 
C. From ill-weigh'd choice ſuch evils riſe; 
But can we read ſuch ills expreſt, 
Thou in thy Colin's generous breaſt, 
Or I in Marian eyes? 


M. No home-bred feuds my ſoul moleſt, 


Nor but with joy my boſom pants; 
And 
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And when I lay me down to reſt, 
No care wy peaceful pillow haunts, 
Thus bleſt, oh be it bounteous fate's decree, 
That I ne'er change this bliſs for vague uncertainty, 


Let dread vindictive Hymen' 8 power; : 
For ſhe, that ſights the nuptial bower, 6 8 
Sunk in the vale of years may find 2 


A life of wiſhes lag behind. 


M. The Hymenæal torch with fear J ſhun, 
Nor blame my virgin fears to be undone z 
I deem not of the nuptial bed with ſcorn, 
Tho' wreath'd *midiſt Hymen's flowers is many 4 
thorn. 
C. With many a thorn is girt the bluſhing roſe; 
Yet may we not the rich effluvia taſte, 
Unleſs we riſk the dangerous wounds of thoſe, 
Dangers that well repays the aromatic zeſt, 


M. Convict of hve: I own his HE ſway, 
Too weak to conquer, fearful to obey; 


Tis this, O Colin, rules the nice debate, 
And 
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And adds to all thy reaſons all their weight. 
Yet when I ceaſe to reign thy favourite toaſt, 
And the gay miſtreſs in the wife is loſt ; 
ty, Still to thy Marian, {till be kind and true, 
Then, Hymen, come; and Dian's choir, adieu! 
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C. Smiles Hymen thus, and is my Marian kind; 
To love and rapture wakes her mind ? 


Marian is kind; and I am bleſt: 
The willow garland hence I throw, 
Glad Hymen's wreath ſhall twine my brow, 
To him the rich libation flow, 
Whoſe plaſtig power thus moulded Mar iam Wend 


Away with pride; was ever ſeen 


Carpet ſo gay as yonder green? 


.w 


In nature's richeſt loom 'twas wove; | 1 
oſe, . Thither the powers of ſacred love i 
it, In meet arrangement bid repair if 
Fach ſmiling ſwain and bluſhing fair. = 
Io! Hymen, let abound | 
Decent mirth, the mazy round 
Dettly thread; and leave the elf, 
nd _ That 


x36 ” © EE Ms 7. 
That loves to brood on cares and pelf 55 
The ſlave of ſtate let envy waſte, 
To ſee thoſe joys he dares not taſte. 
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Let no faſtidious brow profane 
With cynic frown this jocund day; 
For Marian ſmiles upon the lay, 
And, Hymen, I am of thy train. 


THE END. 
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Les anciens Grecs, les Francois du 3 F ecle hi 
ſoient, que la tragedie doit developper les ſentimens, 
& non pas les ſeules paſſions. Auſſi ny a-t-il au 
cune paſſion dans POEdipe de Sopbocie, ni dans 1 


Auteur de ſiege de Calais. 
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Priam, King of Troy. 
- =" { ſons to Priam. 

Antenor, a Trojan prince, in league with Aineas, | 
ZEneas, Prince of Dardania, a dependant fate of 
Troy, ſecretly in confederdcy with the Greeks, 

Doryphon, brother of Andromache. 
Sarpedon, Prince of Lycia, | 
Amphimachus, a Trgan, 
Achates, @ Dardan. 
Hecuba, mother of Hector. 
Andromache, wife of He#or. 
C — daughter of Priam. 
Ambaſſadors, Herald, &e. 
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Scenes Sc AN GATE. 


PRIAM and DORYPHON: 


Dr, QUen is my tale, and ſuch was my intent, 


When by the guards ſurpriſed, 
&c. Pr. Son of my friend, 
Thus I with joy receive his ſhip-wreck'd hopes: 
And urge you, with a father's tenderneſs, 
To quit your raſh deſign ; nor fling away 
A life reſerved for nobler purpoſes. 
Dor. What nobler, other purpoſes have I 
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To win you from your purpoſe, you will find 


\ Your royal word is pledg'd; and I do claim it. 


Your further enterprize ? | 


190 POEM 5. 


In life? I live, I breathe but for Briſeis. 
Pr. Robb'd of a crown, of parents, friends, and 
country, 

Ihre for revenge. Briſeis hath found means 

Without your aid to make her terms of peace: 

Fame calls her happy in Pelides' arms. 

Dor. Curſe on the raviſher ! 
Pr. Says, ſhe repays 

His paſſion with a mutual warm return. 

Dor. Oh ſpare me, ſir: nor add new ſtings to woe. 
Py. Worlds ſhould not bribe me to it. If I vil 


That Priam is your friend. 
Dor. Fixt is my purpoſe: 


Pr. But have you weighed the dangers that attend 


Dor. I har and plac'd 
In adverſe ſcale againſt the love I bear | 
The dear Briſeis, find thoſe dangers light, 
More light than Goſſimer. ; 
Pr. Since thus reſolved i= 
This 
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P :E MTS; 791 
This [gives him a fignet} will ſecure a n thro 
the Camp 
Of Troy ;—take i it. 
Dor. I do with humbleſt duty. 
Pr. And in what follows may ſucceſs attend you 
Greater than I dare hope. | 
| Dor. In ſuch a cauſe 
[Exit Doryphon 
Pr. How on vc other's heels 
Tread pain and pleaſure ! Poor Andromache! 


I cannot fear. 


I hoped to have a gem in ſtore for thee, 
But un view'd its luſtre, ere *twas loſt. 


Enter MESssEN GER. 


2 Dread Sir, a herald from the camp arrived 
Admittance ſtraight requeſts, 
Pr. Let him appear. [Exit 3 
If mercy circle the bright throne of heaven, 
[f dove-wing'd prayer can charm that mercy down, 
Heav'n fave my Hector, and you ſave my Troy ! 
Enter HERALD. 


Herald, what news? Is Hector ſafe? Is Troy — 
Her. Hector, dread liege, is ſafe; and Troy 
victorious 5 
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80 grant, indulgent heaven, it ever be. 


This morn's grey wings had ſcarcely fringed the ſky, 
1 


When the prince led our forces to the charge. 
Long time did victory, with fair flattering wing, 
N 

Cheriſh the ſpirits of each drooping hoſt: 
Till the ſuperior proweſs of your _ 

atient of reſtraint, firſt overpoiſed : 
= doubtful ſcale; and led the way to conqueſt, 
"oY ere our chieftains ſlack ; his brave 5 
Nor were our han 
Chiding each loitering arm. The as 
And the rich harveſt of the field was ours. 


| aft 
0 troops now gird their trenches; and each bre 
ur 


ival ardour urges nobly on, 3 
3 their camp, and fire the 3 
Then haughty Greece ſhall curſe the fa "Mb 
On which her too, too hardy youth on _ | 
To war againſt the walls of heaven-bui # 5 1 

Pr. Heaven grantſucceſs may paragon | 


Enter ZNEAS, 
G, 
A Diſ PRO from Hector, OE Sir, I com 
2 


* | | 
FE : rom 7 | 


1 
1 Greeks? affairs 
Pr. What is the poſture of the pln 


Per 


5 O E * 8. 19% 
Ain. Forlorn and defperate: coopꝰd up behind 
Their trenches, to retard the fatal blow, 
They ſend their laurelPd band with terms of peace. 
pr. If fair the terms of 9 "_ mind inclines 
To peace. 
An. Soon as this buſineſs of the geld 
Permits, "or wil have Hector's thoughts. 
Pr. Tis well. 
An. Winged with great deeds th important 
minutes fly, | 
And muſt be ſeiz'd, or are for ever gone. 
Pr, They ſhall be ſeized. Herald; you have 
our orders : 
Proclaim a council at the Scaean gate: 


, j , 
7, | Where your _—_— prince, will be of weight” 
d, Exit. Priam. 
WE 
y. An. Inclines to — [—Periſh that n 
our! old man 
Enter ACHATES. 

COING, RE ne | $7 _ 

Well met, Achates: hath your care provided 
KT The weary Dardans with ſuch ſcant repaſt 7 
Fairs WW | 
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As time and ſhort occaſion will permit? 


Fo or 
4, Sir, ay 8 ? | 

29nil- nu. We mult to war again, 

Ach. FRE : 

| An. W 
Ach. The De troops 

Have made his morn ſo dear a ſacrifice 
To Mars, they cannot take the field ſo ſoon. 
En. They muſt: . what tho myriads of ſuch ro 
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lives 
As theirs, as yours, and mine, are flung away; 
No matter: ſo it plume the pride- blown creſt 
Of one great man with fame. But, hah!—the times 
Are dangerous I fear - what faid I? 
LIKE Ach Noth 
When friends W they do but think aloud. 
But bleeding, breathleſs, as our Dardans are, 
Muſt we immediately to war again? 
Zn. So truſt I: tho' indeed Dardania's prince 
Is not of Hector” s council. 
Ach. Honour'd prince, 
Iam your ſoldier, and partake your wrongs. = 
En. Thou 


ich 


bo 
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mes 


Ice 


ou 


As on a Phrygian brow, I tell you, prince, 


2D 'E MO. 7 I 95: : 
„„ Thou art my friend, 0 gllan faithful 
friend, 
But our great general is the foul of Trop: 
And it is fit that we ſhould live for him. 

Ach. And fall for him: fall undiftinguiſh'd-4 — 
Unmark'd, unown'd by fame: the Dardan glory 
Buried in Hector's name; 

An. Ay, there's {the thorn. 

By toils all day, and watchings all the night, 
To earn; and ſee another wear the wreath, 
The envied wreath, ſo truly, dearly won; 
My patient foul could bear without recoll : 
The breath of vulgar fame I envy none, 
Who court it. But when jealous care ſuggeſts, / 
Dardania's fame muſt riſe or fall with mine 
In ſpite of duty my wrung heart exclaims, 
Of honeſt glory he who robs me, wrongs me. 

Ach. Duty — Achates thinks, the Trojan crown 


Would ſit as well upon Dardania's prince. 
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My ſword, and its beſt ſervices are yours, 
In any cauſe, 1 
An. Pe but one cauſe to ſerve: 

To 
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To ſave from wreck, if art or arm can ſave, 


And with him comes that pandar to his pride, 
That forward favourite, the young Lycian prince. 


rr 
. 


And long, O long may guardian gods protect 


And all whoknow, likethis young prince, your worth 


[ Enter Hector and Sarpedon. 


Imperial Troy. 
| Hector fo ſoon arrived! 


Lede. 

Farewel Anon I would ſpeak farther with 
thee, 7 [to Ach, Br 

[Exit Achates, MW Fo 

Now for the ſuppleſt knee &er lover bowꝰ'd Or 


To a capricious fair, the ſmootheſt tongue 


That ever gilded court hypocriſy. [ afide 
All happineſs attend the martial Hector; 


This light, this pillar of our trembling ſtate. 
Hect. I thank you, noble Dardan; but ſuch ſtrains 
Beſt ſuit a lady's ear or lover's tongue: 
Flattery is not the language of the camp. 
| En. It is no flattery; as this prince doth know, 


Hect. No more of this, my friend, as mo do 
love me, 


: Have 


J. 


ains 


1OW, 


Irth» 
u do 


ave 


PO EH ' - 
Have you had audience of the king? 
En. I have. 
Even now the ood old monarch haſted hence, 


His rapt foul big with | joy; the honeſt joy 


A prince and father feels, his throne ſecured, 
And country ſaved by a victorious ſon. 
Hect. Saved by the arm of every friend of Ta 
Brave princes, take a fellow- ſoldier's thanks 
For the rich ſervice your good ſwords perform'd. 
On this auſpicious morn. | 
2 Sarp. You over-rate 
My ſervice, which if haply of account 
Is but a debt to friendſhip and to you. 
Twas you that train'd me in rough virtue's ſchool, : 
And taught my youthful breaſt to pant for fame ; 
Beneath your wing I fleſh'd my maiden ſword, 
And in bright glory's high career purſued, 
Tho? with unequal ſteps, my prince and friend. 
Hect. Indeed you have a rough and thorny road 
Aſſay' d; and from the feaſts of luxury . 
To toil and labour riſen- 
An. And truſt me, prince, 


In glory's active field one ſingle day, 


This 
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This morning nobly ſpent, Ancas deems 


Above a lazy life of luxury. 


Heci. Spoken like a god. —The time wil come, 
Aneas, | 
When the ſtrong nerve ſhall crumble into duſt; 


The channels, where the vital currents ſtray'd, 


Shall be dried up; the breaſt, where valour beat 


With godlike impulſe, ſhall become a feaſt 
For worms ; and nought of all this goodly frame 
Remain, nought but our actions ſhall be left 


Behind: Yet theſe, our virtuous great exploits, 


Shall outlive breathing ſculpture, the proud column, 


Triumphal arch, and, or tradition errs, 


TH harmonious frame of this fair globe; while we, 


Borne on the towering wings of our deſert, 

Shall ſoar like gods, and triumph over fate — 
Enter CASSANDRA. 
Caſ. The time will come. 
Hect. Why let it, good Caſſandra, 
Cal. Fate, fate will have it fo. | 

Hect. No matter. We 
Meanwhile will make each flecting hour our on, 

And ſeize a meed beyond the reach of fate. 
ca Tho 
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| Ca}. Tho' the Morn be paſſing clear af 
Something whiſpers i in my ear; 
Before the ſober Evening ſpread 
Her ruſſet cloak for Titan's bed, 
Caſſandra, there is much to fear. 


Whirl the flying ſpindle round, 

Fine and fair the thread is wound 
Too fair, too fine, to circle long 
Weave | it courſe, and weave it dae, 


But, hah! dread ſiſter, ſtay thy Atem hun, 
Behold a ſuppliant prieſteſs ſtand, ——— 
No, no, ſhe graſps the fatal ſhears, ' 


To ſlit that thread, and drown a realm in tears. 


Hect. Cœleſtial maid, ſtrike, ſtrike another chord: 


With happier Pæans greet thy conquering brother, 


Caſ. See the eſſenced pair advance, 
Strike the tabret, lead the dance. 
The gods are falſe, the prieſteſs blind, 
Or frowning Nemeſis behind, 
Cloſe behind, hath fix*d her ſtand, 


And 
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And deals the bitter draught from Joves im. 
mortal hand, | 

En. . are the dan, with which the priefiel 

T he 3 b and wakes the We night; 


Her fancy warm in forgery of evil 


Againſt prince Paris, 
HFect. Where was as this morn?— 
Oh, were her ſtrains of power to break the charm, 


That lapp'd him in th inglorious arms of eaſe; 


While we bade conqueſt wave her crimſon wingy, 
And ruled like gods thro the enfanguin'd field! 
Were ye to ſpeak me with a ſoldier's freedom 
Of his unworthineſß, J dare not hear 


A ſoldier's thoughts. 4 


SGa-arp. I ſhould give much to wth 
Much to impaſſion'd youth, and much to love. 
En. Believe me, prince, there is a world of 
__ witchcraft FE 


In two bright eyes. 
Hect. But will the . believe it ? 


En. The world, the lying ſlanderous world, all, all 


Who know prince Paris, know that he is brave. 
Hecl. 
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Hect. And in their provid ed will * 
1 —.— 1 


arp. As of a flower, that e have call'd 

From earth's cold lap, and .ripen'd into bloom; 

Vigorous and bold its opening foliage ſhoots, 

Foils each rude blaſt, and mocks the nipping froſt: 
Till a rapacious fair, with wiſhful eye, Ay 

And hand unpitying, crops the bloſſom'd ſweet, 

And to her boſom bears the lovely prize: 

Its painted honours thus tranſplanted fade, 

It droops its languid head, nor as before 

Wantons in air, and wafts its fragrance round. 


Hec. My ſon, my Hector, welcome to my arms; 
Welcome once more to Troy, my victor ſon! 
Minutes like theſe repay me all my cares, 

My doubts, my fears. Hah! our mad daughter here! 

Caf. Mad daughter! Mad indeed: while thus I 

"= 
The naked ſword, to ſee you bare your breaſts, 
And ruſh upon it. Well: that's good however: 
A trophy 
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Ye powers of deſtiny, if I muſt read, 
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A trophy: — I'll read on: a hearſe Ah me! 


So cloſe behind. Shut, ſiſter of- the three, 


Shut up the book. 21 am going to cull flowers: 


Of flowers and ſweet greens never fear 
III: * the purfled year, 
Jo deck that hearſe withal. 
Hee. Excuſe me, {hich if ought I interrupt 
Your martial a for a lady's . 
nn idly there. ele 
ah adn A ſubject court as war 
III ſuits A 1 of a lady's ear. 
But in the camp, the embaſſy arriv'd, | 
My buſineſs lies; I there time and duty call me. 
Hect. Go, good Sarpedon, ſee the troops refreſh'd, 


And watch each hoſtile motion: ere the day 


Incline, in arms or with the laurel wreath, 
Which eber the King decrees, I'll meet thee there 
. [Exit Sarpedon. 


Hec. Her frenzy ſeems a late to have increas'. 


How wild her looks 
Caf. Her words how full of fate 


Well Clotho, Atropos, and Lacheſis, 


Open 


— 


It 


P O E M. S. 283 
What a figure that! 
Two tongues--and blos a double breath and takes 


Open your black ſcroll: 
i A thouſand plies—No heart! —PlII ſee no moreof it: 
r It is a monſter nature never knew, 
Or forin'd for rapes and treaſons. 


al, 
Jt 


An. Strange delirium ! 
Coſ. Nay, that indeed is cruel: to urge on - 
The faithful friendly dog, then Kulk away, 
And baſely leave him to tht unequal fight 
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war Gt twice two hundred wolves. 


Wild as the ſea; 
And ſhould I longer liſten 8 her dirge, ö 
1 might be wild as ſhe. Your leave awhile : 
For by th' oppreſſive weight of years and cares 
Fetter d at home, a parent claims my duty 
In this ſnort reſpite from the field. | 
Hect. Well fare 
That good old man! 
Eu. And when the trumpet calls 
Fect. I know ZEneas will not lag behind. 


bs [Exit Eneas. 
Caſ. Then ſhut the book. | 
A 


PO Ms. 
| A naked ſword, good mother. 
[ Exit Caſſandra, 
Hec. Why! a the dagger rude oppreſſion 
draws, 
And proud exclaims, or ſervitude or death; 


Bu 


J have not then ſo much the woman in me, 
As to look pale upon a naked ſword. 
Hect. Heaven ſhield your virtue from ſo harh 
a trial! 
HFec. Let, Hector 
| Hect. What! - What can alarm is mind The 
Of rays] Hecuba ? 


Hec. Brave as thou art, Chi 
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3 And free from guile, thou meaſureſt all mankin I Ben 
By the rare inmates of thy own great ſoul. The 
Yet flight not caution in a world like this. Till 

Hect, *Tis a cold word, and ill doth ſuit the Ade 
temper | 2 
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Of my mind, or th* unuſual height of yours. I we 

Hec. In ſighs and tears to vent my idle griefs, But 

Ill ſuits the tenor of a noble mind; - BW The 

Which yet thoſe griefs can feel. Caſſandra's dirge Vou 

Appalls my foul with more than common powers 
But 


on 


the 


But hear my tale; and comment as thou wilt. i 
Laſt night, at dead of night, Caſſandra ſhaped 
Her frantic ſtep along the ſilent ſtreets : 


And ſuch a crowded ſcene of ſtoried woes 


From the dark womb of time did ſne unrip, 

As would in bare recital freeze thy ſoul. 

Th' alarm was general: women left their beds, 
And garrulous age, intent to hear and tell 


| Of ſtrange portents, around the prieſteſs throngꝰd; 


Suſpended hung upon each other's tale, 


Then ſnook their heads, and talkꝰd of flames and 


ruin. | 

Chill horror ſeized aycentinel, who ſhook: = 
Beneath his rattling arms: another caught 
The dire infection, and another ſtill : 
Till thro? the town it ſpread; while trembling all 
Adored the prieſteſs as the voice of fate. 

Hect. Deluſions all: on my victorious ſword 
[ wear an argument *gainſt all ſuch fears. 
But time is on the wing, the King expects me. 
The great occaſion's preſſing exigence 
Your goodneſs will excuſe. 

Hes. Awhile, adieu]! 

__  Impartial 
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Impartial heaven and your own worth protect you. 


IL Exit Hector. 
What a bright beam of joy Hawes my mind, 


While I ſurvey in the dread pomp of war 
My martial ſon arrayed; his bloody brow, 


And arm ennobled in his country's cauſe. 

But when I caſt a thought on yonder camp, 
Such dangers threat us from that gloomy quarter; 
Pale-faced Suſpicion checks each riſing joy, 


- Bids think on war, and tremble for th' event. 


So the pleaſed failor with a ſmile ſurveys 


His well- rigg'd galley ſweep the level ſeas; 


Proud of her painted poop, agd ſtreaming ſail, f 


And fair maſt bellying with a proſperous g gale : 


But from ſome quarter chancing to eſpy 
Increaſing darkneſs ſhroud the lucid ſky, 
Aghaſt he ſtands ; the gathering tempeſt hears, 
And death on every ſwelling ſurge appears. 
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Aud. Ca ARCE 1 withs more joy to weary mariners, 
Tracing with vagrant _ ſome deſart 


- 3 
, 


waſte, | 

'Midſt night's dark gloom and all its brood of ſears, 
Beams forth the filver luſtre of the 1 moon, | 
Than breaks the chearful face of day to me. 
Not that the Morning on her roſy wings 
Portends me other ſolace, other) 35 
Than that ſhe chides away the lingering night: : 
A night, in which no one of either hoſt, 
Stretch*d on the dewy earth uncanopied, 

"I Knew leſs repoſe than I. For what avails 
The bed of down, the ſplendid canopy, 
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If care be at the heart? The victor care, 

Superior to the blandiſhments of art, 

With rude hand ſhuts the ivory gate of ſleep; 

Baffling each vain effort: and I have here 

Alas ! no common care. Perhaps this day, 

This hour, by ſome unpiteous ſtroke may make 

My boy an orphan, me a widow'd ſlave. ; 

What dulcet ſounds are theſe? ( Muſic heard) Thad 
an ear, 


Tl hat once was open to their er powers, 


ane, 
Why ſhould fell grief her arrows ; keen | 
Againſt the virtuous breaſt prepare? 


Her favourites ſhall not virtue ſcreen 
From the corroding tooth of care? 

Ah! truſt me, yes: tho? fortune now 
Afflict us with her frowns, ſne may 

To- morrow wear a ſmoother brow,” 
And glance a. kindlier ray. 


Oft, when a gathering ſtorm with dreary elouds 


The lucid ſky's ætherial beauty ſnrouds, 
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Accurſt be he, whom danger foils ; 


O Hector, firſt in martial toils, 
mi 
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NM 


roar the brazen throat of 
or arm whole ſquadrons fly, 


With firmer ſoul who mounts the ratt!l 


Before h 


Immortality is thine. 
In Heftor's mould how well conſpire 
Soft as the breeze that fans the ſummer ſea. 


But 


What is man? A ados dream 
1d the 
None wears a ſmoother opener brow chan he, 
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And heaven 
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Rough is th' aſpiring way that leads to fame, 
With arduous toils beſet, and big with death 
Then grant, impartial heaven, great Hector's claim 
And round his victor brow with glories wreath, 
The cordial cup of life is ting'd with griet's alloy, 
This 1 the a this improves the joy. 
: cho} 12% | Mufick ends. 
And. Ah me! thu: ſadly out of | tune the mind, 
On which the powers of melody are loſt ! 
Perhaps even now the mercileſs hand of fate 
Lies heavy on my Lord: ſome Grecian arm 
Perhaps now revels in the nobleſt blood, . 
That &er gave action to the braveſt deeds 
That ſwell the triumphs of enſanguin'd war. 
But not to rack myſelf with more reflections, 


I'Il hence, and of my royal father learn | 


How Hector fares ; if haply ought of news i Ar 

Hath reach 'd him from the camp. Prince Pars I ge 
naar |, .--:.-. 1 1 
8 Enter PARIS. 

What news of Hector? 


per. Wreath'd with 1880 


The godlike Hector comes a morn to Troy, 
And 


"i 


aris 
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Ahd ſoon will lay his laurels at your feet. 
And. Midſt all the terrors of dire war I feel 
A gleam of joy dart thro* my darkſome mind, 


And ſooth my troubled thoughts at Hector's name. 


Why loiter I to meet my glorious lord, 
And pour out my fond ſoul upon his boſom ! ' 


Par. But firſt, good princeſs, ſtay thoſe drops 


of forrow,. 
Or they will taint the glories of the day, 


And blaſt the laurels on the hero's brow. 


Heaven doth not always ſhroud its face in clouds: 
When will your ſorrows end? 
And. When Troy has peace; 
When He&ot's ſword lleeps in the Peaceful ſeabbard: ; 
When Helen is reſtored, 2 
Par. Oh, ſpare, for you 


Are goodneſs all: nor let your happineſs 


Be founded on the wreck of Paris ruin: 
Both oy be . | 


Enter ENEAS. 
En. May the} joy, great princeſs, 


With which Rh the news, excuſe th' intruſion. 


Par. 


D 3 = . — * 3s e 

* mne oN 9s r 

re 1 SP 5 e 
* N 12 5 A LW re — 
7 


73 Ln ne hp 5 — — — \ 
OL IS TY 33 ˙ Re IEG 
ah, a eee 
1 


— = — * r= 
Mo CE III 2 
— 


1 
a n 
> vas 
* 


22 ˖ * KK ee 
— „ — LI An aa 22 3 — 
* 5 * * A533) . 5 
n * ry r 
1 N 
— ge war — . b 


„„  FCEMS 
Par. Saw you my brother fince 1 as Dies from 
me? 
Mn. Hector I faw, and didcommend you to him. 
And. I thank "_ es but _—_ has brother's 
zeal 
Hath been vcforabaid with you in the news 
Of Hector's ſaſe arrival. 
An. I bring more, 
And greater news : I come to tell you both, 
What days of joy the fates are haſtening for you, 
Peace is at hand, 
| Aud. Hear him, ye powers above 
Herald of joy indeed; hear him, bleſt powers! Ba 
And midſt your irreverſible decrees De 
O regiſter his words, and make them fate. 8a 
But where 1 is Hector os Pr 
An. Home he ſoon will ſhape Tt 
His anxious ſtep, his glory's faireſt beſt 
Reward to meet in his Andromache. 
GalPd and diſpirited with this day's defeat, 
The Grecians now haye ſunk 1 in their demands; 
And ſend. ambaſſadors to treat of Peace. i 
Par. Know you their terms ? 


nu. Only as rumour ſpeaks them. 
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All they demand is, what this prince can give, 
The beauteous Helen. 

Par. Hah !—My Helen, mine !— 

Fate made her mine, and Troy confirm'd her mine. 
By heaven ſhe ſhall not go. 

And. Hear me, good brother: 
Why will you ever croſs the ſtep of peace ? 

Par. Why would you purchaſe peace at my 

5 expence? 

8 To whom, for Aber, muſt 1 ** Helen? 
| There are daggers in the EOS 
Helen! 

Balm of my ſoul, and treaſure of my lie — 

| Deprived of which, my life is not worth having. 
Say, for you ſaw when firſt her painted bark, 
Proud of its lovely burthen, touch'd our ſhore ; 

N The ſilken ſtreamers wantoning in the wind 

| Courted each frolick gale : old Neptune law, 
And for his marine daughter, Beauty's queen, 

Miſtook her image, huſh'd each riſing wave, 

And lulPd the ocean to a deep repoſe: 

Say, how admiring Troy then lin'd the ſhore ; ; 

A preſent deity, aloud they cry ; 

n. The rocks and ſhores a deity reſound. 


J. 


214 Pe OE M S,; 


Is ſhe not- Mi 


+; _ ind. Fair: 18 I e not hs 
From Helen's charms ; fair, finiſh'd fair, as fair 


As you can think her, or ſhe would be thought ; 
Yet, Paris yet by our beſt friends! beſt blood, 
By all the various ills this Helen brought, 

Let ſoft- eyed Pity plead my cauſe within; 
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The wretched cauſe of miſery and diſtreſs. 
[Exit Andromache, 


Par. Is this your news of joy? O Helen, chou 


8 * 5 OW. 7 
OS. DR 
8 


Wert country, parents, friends, wert all to me 


— 


T hou art—Say,prince, who ſhall decide her doom: I 
My doom, in that of Helen = 
An. To a council, 
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This mornig ſummon'd at the Seæan Gate, 
The King refers the embaſſy. At which, 0 i 
With chiefs whom age hath fetter d in the town, Ax 
Hector, myſelf, and others from the field, | 


Commiſſion'd by your royal Sire, attend. 
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It will import you much to be there too. 


I — 


Par. Tho', like a timorous fugitive i immur d 
Within the walls of Troy, I have loft his day 
Of glory; Helen's fate ſhall baniſh ſhame. 
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Iwill be there; I will aſſert my'claim, 
And tell them plainly Helen ſhalb not go. 
Ere I ſet ſail for Greece, who of them al! 
Said, No? And when I found this Helen fair 
As the report of fame, and bore away 


The lovely prize, did they not all ſay, Well? 


But now my heart is wound and knit with hers, 
And life itſelf leſs dear to me than ſhe; - 2 
Muſt I be facrific'd, to ſate the oe; 
And buy _ m_ Pee fon] 

With friendihip? 8 zeal 


1 4 an your wrongs ; and will partake 


With the ſame zeal your labours, to repel them. 

Par. Thanks to my friend. But when the un- 
equal crowd, Y 

Circling the deſtin'd victim, by h 15 blood 

Are begging bleſſings of averted heaven; 

Will all his ſtruggles baffle their intent, 

Or ſtop the ſlaughtering prieſt ? Yet, O my love! 

I will, by heavens, I will be heard. I know 

I ſhall not want your frienaſhip to ſupport | 


My voice. 


and a debt 
Of 


En. I have 2 father 


s CPMOUECMES. 

Of duty cher ſcaree makes my voice my own, 
But, bred in doutts; ydu have not yet to learn 
The courtier's leſſon, how to purchaſe friends. 

Par. Till ndw I never knew the want of Lo 

w_ _—_— 18 not 27 hy 23G 2% 1 

1 e. Mark me then; 

FPThere are wiki . virtue; honour, fame, 

All things of higheſt worth, by one great rule, 

The ample round of their poſſeſſions: Theſe, 

Slaves of this droſſy mould, will barter country, 

Friends, and, if ought their be of ſofter name, 

Will break that tender, ſacred tie, for gold. 

The buoyant ſpirit of ſome is rul'd and ſway'd/ 

| By titles; rank; andi place, and every tag 

Oft ſuperficial honour, —Others again, 
Bred in the flowery ſchool of rhetoric, 
Deceiving and deceived, are to be W] +. Cc 
With promiſes and words. Each has his bait; A. 

And each may {doh be yours. 0 

a Par. Fair ſpeaks the plan, fl Ti 
And J will ſtraight about it: ſor ſuſpenſe | 


Ts death, while Helen | is in danger, Exit Paris. = 
"Enter He 
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Achates hete! What news of woe hath broughs 
My ſoldier from the field? 

Ach. Know you, wy Lord, 
Of any py difpatchrd from he en 
n. Of n. none. 


Ach, Within this hout, in Eben armour 


maid; n 
Under 1 of che royal es 
A youth hath 0 my g guard. e 
An. I like it not. 
bo: Some Greet revolter, or 4 Trojan ſpy. 
n. Trojan, or Greek ; why was this policy 
80 — hid frotth me? —- 
Aͤcꝗ̃b. Perhaps it might 
Concern you, Sir, too nearly: this 1 fear'd, - 
And haſted to nen THOR ek 
Anu. *Sdeath 1 
Thou haſt rais'd ſome doubts. Why ſlept your 
ſword; my friend? 


Ach. 1 heard not of the adventurer, till I heard 


He had paſs'd the guard: or had cut ſhort his tale, 
Whate er it were, and with it half our — 
; n. Well 


< py * — — bs ' 
* — ITY W 8 1 5 ws » — — Eee oa 
5 * * 90 8 * n 9 — N 7 - * = mag =: £ ; a 
SLES LACY 1 * 8 . n n n JJC . OOF l Samy 4 LEES 


Err 
1 
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An Well give.the winds our fears; but muſt V 
0 n e e 15 g 
With caution: which from this dark incident A 
| Bids haſten our deſigns ; delays are dangerous. 
Plots, that like ſluggiſh fruits are long i in growing, 
Are often nipt i'th⸗ bud. Convey me theſe 


(Be gives him e 
To the hear of Greece. They know 
The part they act; farewell: your care will mould 
The PDardans to our purpoſe; 1 mean while | 
Muſt blow up war, yet wear with that good n man 
ER Fa (Pointing to Antenor 
The — of peace. Exit Achates, 
e enn ANTENOR. 9 
Well met, good prince Antenor; 
Ant, Accept: a welcome, double welcome, prince: 
Returning thus with victory and peace. N= 
En. Offers of peace: oh, were it peace indeed Th 
Ant. The gods in pity to our honeſt labours 
I truſt will make it ſo. N 207 1 
_” pony are "ſl Not 
And may work wonders for us: I wiſh they may; MW Not 
So wiſh the Dardan troops. That brave old ſoldier, WW Anc 
| Who 
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Who parted from me, lately left the camp ; 


Where all is uproar. ' Moſt the Dardan troops, 
And in this laſt encounter being moſt gall'd, 


Clamour for peace: a dear-bought peace, they cry, 


And madden even to mutiny. | 
Ant. In truth 
Antenor ſees but one alternative, 
And 'tis of awful import, peace or ruin. 
An. You, I, and every friend of Troy ſees this. 
But how ſees our great maſter ? Sees he not 


With jaundiced eyes? To pleaſe his braggart _ 
Should he withhold the weary ſcimitar 


From its juſt reſt, have you, my friend, reſolved, 
What courſe to ſtcer ? | 
: Ant. The courſe which virtue points. 
En. That courſe be mine. And where bright 
: virtue points . | 
The way, a little thought will tell. 
Ant. As where? 
An. Not EK deſertion of a ſinking ſtate ; 
Not through devotion to a tyrant's will, 
Nor through the parent's groans, the orphan's cries, 
And widows piercing tears: while loyalty, 
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Like a vile forcerefs, fmears o'er theſe crimes, 
Inhuman horid crimes, with the Wire WRT 
* a fine name. 

Ant. The virtue of the 8 
Doth ſanction ny in an extreme. 

En. You Jong have thought ſo. 

ln And I think ſo ſtill, 
Have in that confidence urged home the cauſe 
or bleeding Troy, and preſ'd the reſtitution | 
Of Helena. ns os 1 
An. Did he i there? ; 
Ant. I urg'd, on ns were dan all our 
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hopes; ; 
And fram'd, heav'n pardon me the pious. fraud! 
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A charge againſt her, bearing ſtrong ſuſpicion 
Of fecret correſpondence held with Greece. 
u. Love and ambition, friend, have piercing 
eyes : 9 | - ar 


And ſhould our royal youths, bent as oP are He 
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On this or that detect the forgery, | | Hi 
1 tremble for th' event. WI 
Ant, Twas well intended; re 

And Ma 


Our 


And Priam is 2 friend. iQ | A 
An. And your King too. 


Whatever Kind deceptions friendſhip bears, 
The brow of Majeſty is more ſevere: 


And I adviſe you, urge the tale no further. 
Or if he ſhould more cloſely queſtion * OI 

Ant. Ay, then! 

An. Then unſay all you ſaid —Why ſtart ? 
Are you grown old in ftate intrigues, and doubt 
To do in a good cauſe what ſtateſmen all 
Do in a bad one? Say, the ſacts alledg'd 
Savour of inecherence; and intreat 
The royal favour, till conviction back 


The bold furmiſes, to ſuſpend aſſent. 
Ant, *Tis well attvied ; PH hence and execute 


Thoſe counſels, which for ever bind me yours. 
[ Exit Antenor. 


En. Aye; and I mean to make good uſe of you, 


He muſt be won. "Curſe on his honefty t 
His honeſty !— his fears: or he would be 


What I am, what he ſhould be. But, this barrier 


To great deſigns, a well couch'd ſtratagem 


May force, when arts of fair perſuaſion fail. 
A peace 
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A peace with Greece! Confuſion to the bug 
This had marr'd all my hopes: Aneas ſtill 
Had bow'd to Priam, ſtill been He&tor's ſlave. 
Well I remember our prophetic prieſt, 
With eye full- fix d above, and hair uprear'd, 
His boſom panted with the labouring god. 
And ſudden tremor ſhook his frantic frame: 
Till th' energetic fire at length forth-working, 
Rapt into ages yet unbade to roll, 
The bold enthuſiaſt thus divinely ſpoke. 
* To old Anchiſes born, a Dardan prince 
“ Shall rule the Trojans, and from him deſcending, 
A race of Kings ſhall lord it o'er the world; 
* So ſpeaks Apollo, and his words are fate.“ 
Enter PARIS. 
Par. What pliant ſtuff are courtiers made of 
An. Such 
1 ever notic'd, and preſume you found, them. 
Par. I tri'd not one, who Peng not Helen 
to me: 
. I found not one, oo left me room to doubt, 
But he well pli'd would. ſo have pledg'd his wife. 


And yet, ye gods, if on ſo nice a thread 
As 


9 * 
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But 
Ane 


Un! 
Tan 


The 
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As Helen's ſtay depend the fate of TI 0 


An. (aſide.) Now on _ life, the wretch's 
| cowardice, '- 2278 $0 IVE by 4 
In ſpite of fate; W n o'er his love. e 
Par. Let Helen go: let Sparta” s hateful monarch 
Revel on thoſe rich charms, that now are mine: 
Let him, reclin'd upon her ſnowy breaſt, 
The throne of love, hang on ſome. amorous tale; 
At ears and eyes drink nectar'd ſtreams of love, 
Feel her all charms, all rapture and je 2H 


O curſed killing thought ! It muſt not * — 


Adviſe me as a RG 
An. If as a friend” 

To Troy, then let the lovely dame be ſent, | 
To bleſs the Spartan's arms, and calm his rage. 
But honour bids you keep her, friendſhip bids 
Me urge you to it; I would not ſee you wretched; 
And Helen gone, no peace remains for you, 
Unleſs to rack yourſelf, and ſigh for joys, 
Tamely given up, and never to return, 
May be deem'd peace. 

Par. Peace ! *tis the felleſt war: 


The labours of the field are downy eaſe 
| | To 
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To ſuch a thought. Ye powers 


ge oy 


Give me once more to ran 


And brave the Fates, ere yet J part with Helen 


And when the veil of interpoſing ni 
Shall put an end to conflict, Pl 


t 


y to chear my love, 


And in her boſom bury every care. 


tales of vi 


With 


= 


— 


the weary god. 


So poets fable, when his courſe is run, 
To Thetis lap deſcends the radiant Sun; 


There he, on coral-wreathed couch reclin'd, 


Yields up to love's ſoft joys h 


In azure cell, the green-hair'd nymph's abode, 
arms receive 0 
Cœleſtial raptures his paſt toils repay, 


Her longing : 
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And crown with bliſs the labours pf the day. 
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ScENE ScæxAN GATE. 


4 Cruncil. Preſent PRI AM, AN TE NOR, HEC TOR, 
ZANEAS, AMPHIMACHUS, PARIS, &c. 


0 Jae and chiefs of Troy, our preſentcares 
Matters of high and general import claim, 

This day's auſpicious dawn, that ſmiled on Troy 

With victory on her wings, brings from the Greeks 

An embaſly, with overtures of peace, 

Ho! guards; admit th* ambaſſadors of Greece, . 

For to this council I referr'd their hearing. 


Euter AMBASSADORS. 


Amb. All health to royal Priam, and fair peace, 
If ſo he wills, great Agamemnon ſends, 
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To weigh thofe terms; which ſhall be ſhortly 


Pr. If Agamemnon ſend ſuch terms of peace, 
As Troy with honour may accept, we will. 
Amb, The terms propoſed, dread Sir, are 
briefly theſe : 


Since the prince Paris, breaking dirough the ties 


Of hoſpitality, from Sparta bore 


| The royal conſort of King Menelaus : Ei 


In whoſe juſt cauſe th' aſſembled ſtates of Greece, 
Denouncing war, have toil'd around theſe walls, 
Ten ſummers exil'd from their native ſoil: 
Free and unranſom'd, Helen is their claim. 
Theſe ſhores for her they ſought; with her prepar'd 
To leave, and ftrike the folemn league with Troy, 
Theſe are the terms of Greece. 

Pr. Your leave awhile, 


Anſwer'd. [ Exeunt Ambaſſadors. 
The terms are brief; and the occaſion, ſcant | 
Of time, demands diſpatch in your refolves : 


Whether once more to truſt the fate of Troy 80 
On the deciſive edge of perilous war: If 
Or ſalve the wounds, our bleeding country mourns, Fe 
| Wich Fo 


POEMS wi 
With mild compliance and the balm of peace. f 
Ant. Amidſt this waſte of war, and ſcene of woes, | if 
re Deep character'd in the beſt blood of Troy, | 4 
I wiſh the weary ſcimitar repoſe, a 
5 What ſhape doth miſery wear; which hapleſs Troy | { 
: Hath not engag'd in this decennial war ? 1 
Raz'd are her tribute ſtates, her coffers drain'd, 4 
ce, Her thirſty plains enrich'd with Trojan gore: 'F 
, And ſhould we further tempt the battle's rage, 1 
We all may grace the haughty victor's car, A 
And drag the ſervile yoke in foreign land. | # 
Pd But ſhould our arms, with ſmilingconqueſt crown'd, ( 
oy, Defeat their bold deſigns ; ſhould Græcian blood F | 
Purple the verdure of Scamander*s plains, 4 5 
le, Till not a wretch eſcape our conquering heel, 
xt To publiſh the ungrateful tale in Greece: 
rs. Say what the price of victory? What gain 
Redounds to Aſia, or the Trojan arown © | 
Dominion, empire No: ye gods a woman. 
So far diſſent I from the thoughts of thoſe, 
If ſuch there be, who would ſpin out the war 
urn, For one fair face: in truth Antenor thinks, 


For half the ſex this war had paid too dear. 
Hect, 
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Hect. Accurft be he that can delight in war ; 
To whom the death-denouncing trumpet's clang, 
The claſh of arms, the groans of dying friends, 

And all the dire confufion of the field, 
Sound more delightful than the feſtal train, 
Ecchoingthewiſh'd-for ſweets of white-rob'd Peace. 
Long as the olive blooms in honour's wreath, 
| None hails the garland with more joy than I. 
But when our country's ſafety, or fair fame, 
Claſhing with peace, demands the hero's aid, 
None draws the fword with firmer reſolution. 
Think not we combat in a woman's cauſe; 
Vengeance againſt the hoſtile ſtates of Greece 
Firſt led us to the field : the voice of honour, 
Our country's ſafety, all that's great and dear; 
Now countenances war, and bids us on. 
Let Helen to her Spartan Lord be ſent, 
And let the Græcians waft th' uninjur'd fleet, 
Each to their native ſoil: yet with the ſpring 
Expect them to return with doubled ſtrength. 
To maim and lop the Hydra, is to raiſe 
New * againſt n Thus think of Greite 
Pr. What 
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Pr. What are your thoughts? What ſay you, 


prince /Eneas ? 
An. With Hector, that the . would bi 
glorious ; 
But with Antenor I incline to peace, 
mph, J have two ſons, each fam'd for martial 
tolls, | 
Pledges of happier days, and _ love, 
The joy, the ſolace of my widow'd years : 
Yet doth Amphimachus diſdain to buy | 
His peace of mind at the expence of Troy ; 
Or meanly ſoil the trophies, nobly won, 
By the baſe terms of an inglorious peace. 
Par. Tis true, I bore away the Spartan queen; 
'Tis alſo true, it was by your conſents, 
I found her fair as the report of fame, 
Right worthy of my love, and therefore lov'd her. 
But if ſtate motives, and your high decrees, 


Shall re-demand her for the peace of Troy, 


Let the victorious monarch bear away 


The long-conteſted prize, the conquer'd bear 
Their fate: let us in dark oblivion bury 
Ti injurious rape of chaſte Hermione, 

| Wi Our 
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Our captive virgins, and our cities ſack'd. 


But whilſt each Græcian, ſuch the price of war, 


For Spartan broth on fertile Afia's viands 


Luxurious feaſts, and claſps his Trojan ſlave, 


The wit of Greece, as well our brother urg'd, 


Will ne'er want colour to repeat their viſit, 


And ten years longer harraſs Troy with war. 
Shall empire and dominion 'draw the ſword ? f 
Shall ſordid pelf, the lure of groveling minds, 
Call down the thunder of the war; while we 
Deſert the cauſe of beauty, fame and Troy? 
Have you forgot (to Antenor) old man, thoſe 
heavenly charms, 


That ſet grey hairs on fire? Each hoary chief, 


Tho? age had chill'd the torrent of his blood, 


At her approach with youthful tranſport gazing, 


All, fondly gazing, cri'd, *tis no reproach, 
That eyes ſo killing bright, beauty like this, 


Ant. The lazy drone, 
That revels in the hive, midſt the ſtor'd cells, 
The honeſt labours of th' induſtrious bees, | 
Would cry, up, up, to buſineſs and to toils. 


Thoſe, 
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Thoſe, who enjoy, amidſt the waſte of war, 
The honied ſweets of downy luxury ; 
Thoſe, who can find account in crying war, 


May ſhut their eyes to reaſon and to peace. 


Hect, Youth hath its errors; candor owns the 
truth: 


And age the privilege to be ſevere. 


zut in the conduct of the beſt of us 

The eye of ſcrutiny may find a flaw. 

Pr. Antenor, my good friend, for love of Troy 
Let not inteſtine feuds and civil · broils 

Conſpire with Greece to blaſt the Trojan glory, 


And multiply « our troubles. 


Ant. Heaven forbid ! 
Who'er perverts my words to private pique, 
Or ought importing but the public good, 
Indeed, my royal liege, he greatly wrongs me. 
Pr. Enough, my worthy friend. And a" 
the bond 


Indiſſoluble of firm friendſhip Knit 


Each boſom here: our country has without 
Too many enemies. On them, on them 
Bo” 7: | Let 
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I ſummon'd here this council to enquire 
Your ſeveral ſentiments for peace and war: 
For war I find the voices prevalent: 
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Who gives up Helen, owns a conqueror, 
That Troy demands or other terms, or war. 
[Exeunt Priam, Paris, &c. 
Manent HEC TOR, ANTENOR, *NEAS, 


 Flect. Again, brave Dardan, ſwells th* impor- 


tant ſcene 


Of this conteſted day ; again *tis given 

To frown in arms, and o'er th' embattled plain 
Bid fierce Bellona rage. An hour's refreſhment; 
And while our troops, fluſh'd with their late ſucces, 


Demand the foe, their ſwords yet warm with 
laughter, 
Th' auſpicious charge ſhall be renew d. Antenor, Re 
Farewel. 

Ani. Siebel attend the valiant Hector. 

[Exit Hector. Bu 

An. Vain are our ſtruggles for a ſinking feats W 
Troy's 


{s, 
th 


or, 
. 


Its) 


1 have been baſely us'd. — And I will right— 


P'O: EMS :- a 
Troy's period only terminates the war. 

Ant. Why old Amphimachus ſhould be for war, 
I much admire: ſo warm, ſo ſtrong for war! 

Ax. While Paris midſt the wreck of ruin'd 

| ſtates | 

Riots in wealth, Paris will never want 
A friendly voice in good Amphimachus, 

Ant. But let us not detain th' ambaſſadors 
With vain delays. - 
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Au. Tl hence, and introduce them. 
Ant. Do, good Aneas (Exit ÆEneas). Is this 
| due reſpect 
To years? —To be thus bearded, brav'd by boys! — 
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Ob! no: my King, my friend muſt ſhare the 


wreck. 


No: I forgive, and will forget the offence. 


Re-enter AANEAS, wwith the AMBASSADORS. 
Health, noble Greeks; we wiſh we might ſay 
peace 
But Priam hath impos'd on us this office, 
Which, thankleſs as it is, we mult fulfil, 
And 


224. EF: O RNS. 
And bid you to prepare once more for war. 
Amb. Thanks, good Antenor, to your generous 
wiſhes: 
The Greeks have ever held in high eſteem 
Yourſelf, and your right noble friend Eneas, 
As generous open foes; and friends to peace; 
And wiſh you may eſcape the general wreck 
That threatens Troy: in token of their wiſhes 
| Have ſent you theſe (preſenting each of them with a 
letter) which will inform you farther. 
Farewel ; all peace and happineſs attend you, 
Ant. And you. 
An. Farewel. [ Exeunt Ambaſſadors, 
By heav'n I'm all on fire, 
To know what this contains. 
Ant. What can it mean? (reads) H 
« Aid ledge »— Deſigns; Death, whatdeſigns) TD 
And againſt what? My country How? 5 Te 


treaſon ! 


Perdition ſeize them for ſo vile a thought. 
Bu 
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POE M S. 235 
Antenor's yet untainted foul to treaſon ? 
Ain, Tis ſo: *tis treaſon, worſt of treaſons, 
treaſon = 
Againſt the King, gainſt Priam, againſt Paris, 


'Gainſt Priam's royal race. — Virſt periſh Troy! 


Let her ſons feaſt the crows, her daughters ſate 
The luſt of Græcian Lords, and drudge for bread, 
Ere power deſpotic quit the ſcepter'd hand 
Of Priam, and the crown forſake his line. 

Ant. Your words would ſeparate things that 

fate hath join'd : 

Priam and Troy ſubſiſt and fall together. 
An. No; tho' I had read it in the book of fate, 
I would aver ſome power, that o'er-rules fate, 


Disjoin'd them when th' adulterer croſs'd the ſeas, 


Have not Misfortune's ſcowling family, | 
Treading upon the heels of one another, 
Taught Priam that, e'er ſince the war commenc'd? 

Ant. Misfortunes have indeed fallen rudely on 

him; bp 58 

But are they not the common fate of war ? 

An. His are uncommon; and each day confirms 
Th' opinion, Troy or Priam ſoon muſt fall. 

| But 
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But if our country, deareſt, ſweeteſt name, 
Whoſe ſafety hangs on your reſolves, w nt charms 
To animate you in defence of gh . 
Ant. My life is Troy's. 
An. Then now, Antenor, noy, 
If you are ſuch as I have ever held you, 


1 


If you are, as your actions have beſpoke you, 
Noble and free, behold a way laid open, | 
T” aſſert our freedom, and preſerve the ſtate ! 
Each motive ſingly worthy to engage 
A noble mind in perilous reſolves. 
Thoſe letters prove, what I have often urg'd, 
The rage of Greece falls not againſt theſe walls; 
This is the war of Priam, not of Troy: 
Of Priam's boys. Why then ſhould one man's fall 
Draw down the ruin of an empire with it ? 

Ant. Hiſt, hiſt, my friend; death lurks in 

every word: 
Death and diſhonour;. This accurſed ſcrawl 
Bath branded us with treaſon : and each ſtep, 
We farther tread, is on the ſlippery brink | 
Of danger's precipice ; where every path 
To 


Tims 


3 


But that I bear to thee. 


To death and ruin leads. 
En. Who riſks his life, 


To ſave his country from impending ruin, 


And on the walls, where lawleſs tyranny 


Exulting long hath laid his iron rod, 
To plant the banners of fair liberty, 
He acts a nobler part: we call him patriot. 


Ant. Why then, if Troy and Priam cannot 


ſtand 


Alas! alas! that Priam is my friend! 


But, O my country, can I ſee thee gaſh'd, 

And gor'd, and bleeding thus beneath the hands, 
The parricidal hands of pride and luſt, 

Unmov'd ? —No: here I put off all relation, 


| En. Then thus we kneel : 
And, Neptune, thou, and thou Hercæan Jove, 


Founders of Troy, accept a patriot vow; 


From foreign foes, and tyranny at home, 
To guard with jealous eye imperial Troy: 
In her defence, whatever fate intend, 
To live with honour, or with glory fall. 
Ant. And to this high, this delegated cauſe, 
| 80 
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So proſper us, dread powers, as we are true. Is. 


[ Exit Antenor, 
En. Good tractable old man; at laſt he is won, 


Thus far my hopes prevail— Te 

Enter ACHAT EsS. Tl 

My beſt Achates | | Ar 

How has my l ſped ? Q 
Ach. Troth, even beyond 

Our warmeſt hopes. Like a fond forward girl, In 

Fortune ſcarce waits for wooing; but throws herielf W Ch: 

Into our arms. In moſt convenient hour (G1\ 

The mangled corſe of Menon's gall:nt fon, Fre 

Borne from the field to glut a parent's eyes, Al 
Had tuned each 1often'd Dardan's mind to peace. 

En. Never did circumſtance more aptly hit. 

Ach. Half was already done: ſome milky word: 

Wh 


Soon won them to our purpoſe, 


An. Worthy ü Ont 


Faithful Achates! Alli is then our own. Ur x 
Directed in purſuance of our plan, 
The Grecian force, where're the Dardans form, wy 
Will aim their ſtrength. — 
Ach. And every Dardan chief I No: 
Is, 


nd 


l, 


rielf 


hiet 
Is, 


PO EM 3X 239 
Is, on my ſignal given, prepar'd to fly, 
An. Then, while this Hector rages, ſtormy 
and frets, 
To ſee from his proud temples ſhattering fall 
The blafted laurels, I will goad him on : 
And fate's impartial hand ſhall do the reſt. 


O my Achates, what we owe to thee | 


Acb. That ſhall be ſettl'd, when the game is won, 
now muſt hence, and in our Dardan friends 
Cheriſh the tender feelings that are rais d; 

Give nature's milk to flow; and guard their pals 
From honour's dread alarms: which elſe may brew 
A ſtorm we cannot lay. Exit Achates. 


Enter DORYPHON. 


Dor. What, ſoldier, ho! 
Why ſo much care upon a Trojan's brow 
Onthis bright morning? Give it tothe Greeks :;— 
Or give it all to me. : 


An. (Afide. Hah ! by my hopes 


It ambiguous Greek, of whom Achateswarn'd me. 


(Half drawing his ſword, he returns it.) 
No: ere I raſhly ſtake by ſingle combat 
| | A crown 
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A crown to nothing, I will read the ſlave: 


All may be mere ſurmiſe. | 
That look, young Sir, 


Speaks more already than ſits light upon thee. | 

Dor. Why then it ſpeaks, no oracle more true: l 

And I would have thee give me thine; for more, . 
A little more would cruſh me down, and kill me, 
An. Whence art thou? 
Dor. Whence! ; Oh, from—No matter whence, 

An. Yes, it is matter : when appearances 

Like thine provoke diſtruſt, 0 
Dor. Then this (/hewing Priam's 

Ainet) mult clear me. 5 3 0 

En. Paſs'd you the Trojan camp to day? P. 

| Dor. I did: 0; 

And my next paſſage will, I humbly hope, Ge 

Be on a nobler errand, Tho? by fame 10 

Unown'd, this day ere it incline ſhall make Oh 

Me better known : for hither am I come, 15 


With my good ſword to buy a glorious paſſport Mo 


From this world to a better. ETh 


An. Speed thee well, 
| No: 


E. 


ns 


Ort 


ell, 


No: 
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No: if 1 ſpell aright, there lies no mile 
Hid there: that grief is genuine, all 1 Is ſafe. 
I to my purpoſe then: and, F :ortune, now, 

For thou alone art my divinity, _ 
Now for one ſmiling hour, one lucky blow; 
And I will worſhip thee in ſhrines of gold: 


(Exit. Eneas. 


33 14 


' DORYPHON folus.” 
Der. Why leeps thy chunder, Jove? And 
| thou, bright orb es 


Of Cay, canſt thou ſuch wrongs behold, be 
falſhood | | | 


Of ſuch 8 nature, "nd not burſt 


From thy fix'd centre in devouring flames 

On thoſe that brave thee with ſuch wrongs as mine? 
Gods ! For ye all were witneſs of her vows, 
Your will, or power to puniſh, ſhall I doubt? 
Oh! I will doubt of all things, ſince ſhe is falſe 
In whom of all created beings I deem'd 

Moſt truth and goodneſs. O thou very woman | 
That frweet love-whiſpering thing, which golden 
ſmiles, 
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And doats upon you, vows the very thought 

Of parting wounds her tender loving foul, 

But that to part, would—parts, and ſmiles, and 

ſpurns 

You for a finer trinket of a man; 

And him again for one of greater wealth 

And ſway. Should Phcebus ſelf deſcend, fair as 
| When peeping o'er an amber-ſkirted cloud, 

And woo her; Phoebus {elf ſhe'd leave for Jove, 

Let Jove deſcend but in a golden ſhower. 

Oh Woman, woman ! One more interview 

With woman; and then, ho, for other realms, 
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ACT 1. 


ACT 


ScENE Scan GATE, 


Enter ANDROMACHE, fellowed by HEC TOR. 


And. IS he return'd, and his Andromache | 
The laft, the leaſt deſerving his regard 
Heat. Judge not, thou moſt accompliſh'd of 
thy ſex, | 

Too hardly of your warriour; in whoſe mind 

Though you will ever hold the higheſt place, 

Yet are there times, when we muſt ſacrifice 

To higher cares the ſoft concerns of love. 

Affairs have call'd me from the field to council ; 

From whence ere I return'd I came to change, 

A few fond words with my Andromache. 


And. Ah! welcome, welcome: do I onee again 
Embrace 
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What glorious deeds mark'd this auſpicious day. 
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Embrace my noble Lord? What god hath ſaved 

you 
Even in the jaws of fate; and proved my fears, þ 
My bodings all were vain ? Come, fit you down: 
Let me uncaſe your arms, while you relate = 


III tell Aſtyanax the dreadful tale, 
And warm his boſom with his father's fire. 

Hect. Pardon me, fair one; tis no ſoldier's part 

To be the trumpet of his own exploits. 
Nor have I time long to repoſe me here, 
For ere yon ſun has ſloped his weſtering wheel, 
Our brave battalions ſhall begin the fight. 
Therefore an hour muſt bear me to the camp. 

And. And whither thence ! 5 

Hect. Wherever heaven intends. 

And. And come you but to tell me you mult go: 
Is this the joy that Hector brings his love ? 

Heet. I bring thee love and life, as thou doſt me: i To 
And go to fetch thee peace and victory. The 

And. Ah! hear me, Hector, on my bended knee? -” 
If ere you ſaid you could deny me nothing, 

Now kindly hear, and favour my requeſt. _ One 
Hect. 
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Hect. Thou on thy knees! That poſture be 
my foe's: | 


And only his, that I may raiſe him thus. 


(Raiſing ber.) 
Now on my breaſt diſburthen all thy cares: 
Count every wiſh, nor doubt whate'er required 
If I with honour can perform, I will. 
And. Nay, but, my lord, firſt promiſe me you 
will. 

Hect. So well I know Andromache, I know 

That I may truſt my honour in her hands; 


Aſſured ſhe will not, can not aſk in vain. 


And. It to regard your country's falling ſtate, | 
Your aged parents? ſafety, and your ſon's, | 


And hers, who glories in the name of wife, 


May be conſiſtent with a ſoldier's honour, 
I will not aſk amiſs. wn: 
Hect. Oh! they are all 
To me: and thou the centre of that all; 
Then doubt not, theſe ſhall ever be my Care. 
And. As theſe you tender, one ſhort day, my 
Lord, 


One little day, O, hear me kindly, Hector, 


Only 
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Muſt againſt me, my tears, my prayers prevail: 


\ 


246 ** EM 

Only this day repoſe yourſelf at home, 

Hlect. Hah! Wouldſt thou have thy Hector 
turn his back, 

And like a timorous coward qui the field ? 


Is this to guard the ſtate, my aged parents, 


My infant fon, and thee more dear than all : | 
For who will keep the field if Hector flies? ] 
And. ] did not uſe to play the coward thus; 
But I have had, it was but yeſternight, 

The dreadfull't dreams— 

Hect. And what are dreadful dreams? 
Think on your Hector, fluſh'd with victory, 
And in your next night's ſleep you'll ſmile to ſee 
The proud Achilles drag his victor chain. 

And. Why then farewell; if that unbodied thing, 
Which you call honour, which the canker'd breath 
Of every knaye can ſoil, or blow away, 


Farewell! Oh! no: give me that word again, 

That ſcreech-ow! note: and while I fold you thus, F. 
II gaze upon you, till my eye- balls ſtart, 
And look the long adieu. I would not leave r 


You ſo, though all the world combin'd to wag $0 
Their 


Us, 


it 


So ſhalt thou ſee me great, as when my arm 
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Their ſaucy tongues againſt my fame. 
Hiect. We part, 
T o meet again, to love, and to be happy. 
Such ſeparations ſerve but to enhance 
The future joys of meeting : when the tear, 
That riſes now in that dear pearly ſluice 
From bitter ſource, ſhall courſe in floods of joy. 
And. Talk not, my Lord, of 0 and leave 
me thus 
Forlorn and hopeleſs, to ſigh out my griefs 
To the rude winds, that blow my prayers away 
As you do. 
Hect. Leave, unkind Andromache, 
To wring a heart that 1s wound up in you. 


Leave thee abandon thee !—No; by yon heaven 


I ſwear, not all the fine bright things below, 

The world can promiſe, or the gods can give, 

Shall ere eſtrange my thoughts from thee. Smile 
then, 

Fair excellence, and bid me go, and conquer: 

For in thy ſmiles hangs a divinity 

That can enſure ſucceſs. From Pergama 
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I'll hold, till I grow one with thee. 


Plumed in the ruins of everted. Troy. 


248 E O FE. M F 8. I 


Set half the Græcian fleet on fire, And when 
With ſhield oppos'd I meet ſome gallant foe, 
P11 think thou ſeeſt and ſigh'ſt: and that fott ſigh, 


More powerful than the breath of Mars, ſhall nerve 


My weary arm, and wing the blow with death. 
And. But ſhould ſome death-wing*d blow find 
you, my Lord, 

Then might I ſigh, and wail myſelf indeed, 

And beat my breaſt, and give the laughing winds 


My hair, And * poor boy when robb'd of 


thee- | 
Oh! no; Pl not ho robb'd of thee : here, here, 


Hect. No more; 
Thy words are wounds, and do unman me quite: 
Prithee no more, as thou doſt love me. 


And. Hah! 


Can you not bear to hear, what I muſt ſuffer ; 


When led by my proud Lord to Grecian bondage, 
And all beſet with rags and wretchedneſs, 

With ſuppliant voice I lowly crouch for alms 
To the proud dames, that vanton thro? the ſtreets, 


And 
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And from the well while haply as I drudge, 
A pitcher at the arm that now folds thee ; 
Oft as the rude ſtones wound my naked feet, 
I ſhrink at each unwary painful ſtep : 
The taunting mob ſhall cry; ſee there, there goes 
The pamper'd dame of Aſia, Hector's wife. 
Oh! how will then the ſtreams of ſorrow flow, 
From ſad reflection on paſt happineſs z 
And all the tender hours that poſted by, 
That once on ſilken wings danced gayly by ! 
O Hector, think on this. 

Hect. The dread of this 
Keeps vigils with me when the ſluggard ſleeps, 
Inſpires me in the field when cowards fly; 
It bears me on, and crowns my arms with conqueſt. 
Why, lovely mourner, ſtream thy ſorrows thus 
Afreſh? Shalt thou, ſhalt thou (forbid it heaven!) 
Become the jeſt of Greece ? Periſh the thought ! 
Andromache the jeſt of Greece] No: no: 
If fate decree to tear me from thy arms, 
The gods ſhall bleſs thee, grateful citizens 
Shall honour and adore thee, foes revere thee : 


And thy dead Hector ſha!l be more to thee 
Than 
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Than myriads curſt with life and infamy. 
But think on better days, and better things. 

And. Is then, my ſon, thy bondage thus decreed, f 
Thy fire thy judge? Oh! no; it muſt not be: 
I fetch thee hither; and thy eloquence, 

The ſilent eloquence of thy ſweet looks 
Perhaps may plead with more ſucceſs than I: 
Picture more {ſtrongly to a father's mind 

The weight of woe that godlike father's death 

Muſt lay on thee.—Shield him, ye guardian powers 

Of innocence, oh! ſhield his orphan age. 

And I—ah, whither, whither ſhall I go? 

To whom no father, mother, brother lives ; 

But father, mother, brother, huſband, all, 

The fond relations all ſurvive in you: 
Then, do not, Hector, do not widow me. 
Hect. So well thou know'ſt the paſſage to my 
heart, | 

I dare no —_ liſten to thee: hark, 

(trumpet ſounds, 
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The trumpet—thus farewell. | 
And. Yet ſtay, my Lord; 


Oh 1 do not ſpurn me thus, and ſay you love me 
Hett. 
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Hlect. Again, (trumpet ſounds again) again it 
chides the loitering warriour. 

Look not ſo ſadly on me : the keen ſteel, 
The keeneſt ſteel of Greece can probe this heart 
Not half fo deeply as that look of thine. 
Once more, thou deareſt, trueſt, beſt of women, 
Thou ſum of all my hopes and fears, farewell. 
Now ſleep, ſweet child of ſoftneſs, gentle love, 


And thou, rough Mars, with thy own ter- * 
rors clothe 


My blood-ſtain'd brow, ſteel my firm ſoul Again 
trumpet ſounds. 
The brazen voice of war, —Again farewell. 
[Exit Hector. 
Aud Why was! ſo tongue: tied with fear and grief, 
As not to give him one foft parting word, 


Not one farewell, - perhaps the laſt!--He's gone.— 


Enter CASSANDRA. 


Caf. For ever gone. 
| And. Fo or ever — 0, recal 
That deathful ſound. 
Caſ. Be Hector frft recall'd. 
And 
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And. O, all ye powers! For ever ll will hence, 

And tho? the hero has thus far prevail'd, 

Yet ſighs and tears may melt the huſband down. 
_ Andromache. 


Enter PRIAM. 


Co, My King, my father, 
Death waits his every ſtep; while ruin ſtalks, 


2&or 3 not go: 


And with his gory. viſage beckoning ſhakes 
The walls of Pergama. 
| Pr. Peace, frantic girl: 

Nor with thy ill-framed dirges chill the ardour, 
That glows in each determined Trojan's breaſt. 

Caf. Oh yes; the god, the god muſt be obey'd 
In vain I warn'd you of the bridal day, 
The day, the fatal day, when Paris claſp'd 
His Spartan bride. Then Phcebus from my eye 
Remov'd the cloud, that veils our mortal ſight. 
I ſaw th' offended powers: revenge and anger 
Shook every brow, blaſting the fatal marriage: 


While old Scamander, on his urn reclin'd, 


Wept tears of blood, and roll'd a crimſon ſtream 


T rojans, 


Ala 
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nce, Trojans, quench, quench the firebrand ; ere it 


mount 10 ilch 
n. Into a flame, that lays old Troy in aſhes. 
ne. Such was the theme J ſung ten years ago: 


Each ſmil'd, and pitying mark'd me for a frantic; 
Then turning round rejoin'd the general cry, 


go: Loud Pæans ſung, and hail'd the happy pair. 
Pr. Caſſandra, I would ſpeak with you in private. 
Cal. O Phœbus, patron of the Delphian dome, 
That gives thy favourites with far-kenning eye 
rl: To pierce into the ſecret womb of time: 
. O reaſſume this gift, or give me credit. 
ſt. FF. charge thee on thy duty to obey. 
eyed. Ca, Th' inſpiring god would harrow me for 
| lence; | 
Spare me, dread power; oh, ſpare my raptured ſoul. 
eye feel thee, hear thee, ſee thee ; duty, hence. 
ht. behold a ſhrine magnificently great, 
r Self- balanced in the air; the hoſtile battery 
e: Planted in terrible arrangement, all 
Aiming at the main piilar of the dome, 
ream The ſtructure's pride, its glory, its ſupport.— 
ans, Alas ! *tis ſtruck, it totters now, it fall? 
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Or hoebus, 
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The walls of Pergama. 
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Aud. O, all ye powers! — For everl—1 will ber 
And tho” the hero has thus far prevail'd, 
Yet ſighs and tears may melt the huſband down, 

| 88 51 Andromache, 


Enter PRIAM. 


Cal. My King, m. 
Death waits his every ſtep; ahh ruin ſtalks, 


my father, tor mult not go: 


And with his gory viſage beckoning ſhakes 


| Pr. Peace, frantic girl: 
Nor with thy ill-framed dirges chill the ardour, 
That glows in each determined Trojan's breaft, 
Caf. Oh yes; the god, the god muſt be obey'd 
In vain I warn'd you of the bridal day, 
The day, the fatal day, when Paris claſp'd 
His Spartan bride. Then Phœbus from my eye 
Remov'd the cloud, that veils our mortal ſight. 
I ſaw th' offended powers: revenge and anger 
Shook every brow, blaſting the fatal marriage: 
While old Scamander, on his urn reclin'd, 
Wept tears of blood, and roll'd a crimſon ſtream 


Trojans, 


nce, 


nn. 


he, 


go: 


rl: 
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Trojans, quench, quench the firebrand; ere it 
| mount PAs 50 
Into a flame, that lays old Troy in aſhes. 
Such was the theme 1 ſung ten years ago: 
Each ſmib'd, and pitying mark'd me for a frantic; 
Then turning round rejoin'd the general cry, 


Loud Pæans ſung, and hail'd the happy pair. 


Pr. Caſſandra, I would ſpeak with you in private. 

Caſ. O Phœbus, patron of the Delphian dome, 
That gives thy favourites with far-kenning eye 
To pierce into the ſecret womb of time: 
O reaſſume this gift, or give me credit. 

Pr. I charge thee on thy duty to obey. 

Caſ. Th inſpiring god would harrow me for 

© = lence. 

Spare me, dread power; oh, ſpare my raptured ſoul. 
feel thee, hear thee, ſee thee ; duty, hence. 
behold a ſhrine magnificently great, 
Self-balanced in the air; the hoſtile battery 
Planted in terrible arrangement, all 
Aiming at the main pillar of the dome, 
The ftructure's pride, its glory, its ſupport.— 


Alas tis ſtruck, it totters now, it falls: 


- 


Or hoebus, 
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O Phcebus, what a ruin does it ſpread ! 
Hah! tremble you, my Sire? O mighty Phœbus, 
Excuſe me from the ſequel, —Keep him cloſe. 
*Tis in the book of fate: I ſee it; read | 
He falls : and Troy, to grace the hero's fall.— 
Pr. Nay then we muſt uſe force. Ho! guards 
take hehce hy 
Our daughter; and conduct her to the palace. 
[ Exit Caſſandra and guards, 
The wild illuſions of this frantic girl, 
Tho? vain as wild, I own, work ftrangely on me. 
| [Exit Priam. 
Re-enter CASSANDRA. 
Caf. Troy, Troy, muſt fall. Deceit with ſmilng 
leer, | | a 
Trick'd in the blandiſhments of plighted love, 
Shall lead grim ſlaughter thro? the ecchoing ſtreets 
Ecchoing withdying groans, and drench'd in blood, 
The ſilver'd ſage, frantic with grief, ſhall ſee 
His lovely infant ſmile beneath the ſtroke 
Of the raiſed falcheon ; ſoon himſelf to ſtain 
TH unprivileged altar red with Trojan go re. 
Yet fhall a ſtem of Priam's royal line 
A In 
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In better days a happier ſceptre ſway. _ 


Far in the weſtern main a land there hes, 


Temperate it lies; unſcorched by torrid ſuns, 
By baleful froſts unchill'd: nor envies ſne 
Our pine-clad hills, or brook that babbles by. 
There blooming Flora paints the enamelPd field, 
Nor frowns Pomona on her fertile plains, 
And golden Ceres crowns the laughing year. 
There ſhall * New Troy ariſe ; there Priam's race, 
To lateſt times a numerous race of Kings, 
Shall rule a people brave : by foreign yoke 
UngalPd, unaw'd by lawleſs tyranny. 
This nation too, the nurſe of heroes bold, 
Like ours defended by Neptunian walls, 
Shall of old Neptune hold in fee the main: 
And where her ſquadrons ſpread their canvas wings 
The proudeſt fleet, ſtooping their flaunting fails, 
Shall own with homage her ſuperior ſwax. 
_ [Exit Caſſandra, 
Euter ANDROMACHE. 
Aud. Stay, ſiſter, good Caſſandra:—ſhe is gone, 
. 1 
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The world is full of ſuch; 


Or ſleeps the ſword? And Hector, where is he? 


| His port like Mars, and on his creſt I ſaw 


' 
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And left me to the torture of my fears. 
Ah me !— 
Enter DORYPHON. 
ene paſſes there? 
Dor. A foe to Greece. 
At Thy habit, ſoldier, ſpeaks thee otherwiſe. 
Dor. J am not, gentle lady, what I ſeem. 


And. If from the camp 
Arriv'd, ſay, ſtranger; is the war renew'd; | 


Dor. Even now I met him near the Scæan Gate: 


The cherub Victory with golden ſmiles | 
Beckon to war. Ere he ſhall reach the field Hi 
I will be there : unmaſk'd, in Trojan mail 


Will ; join his ſide; and when the ſcene grows uc, Tt 


Some blow, ſome glorious blow ſhall fix the fate An 


Of Troy, and cruſh the ſinews of the war. 


And. Thou art a god; thy form and gracious i 
words 1 : Ely 


All ſpeak thee ſuch : and I have heard, the gods To 


In pity to the afflicted often deign 
Sa» To 


Ce, 
fe. 


Thou art a god, and doeſt but mimic grief. | 


Might chaſe affliction. Doubtful fame reports, 


To leave their bleft abodes, charge on the ſide 8 
Of ſuffering virtue, and command ſucceſs : | 


Dor. Oh! no: I am no god: or—O Aetion !— 

_ (Ahide. 
And. Hah! Said'ſt thou not Aetion ? Knowedſt 
thou? | 


Know'dlt thou Thou art a god, and knoweſt 
all things : 

Thou knoweſt Thebes ; where is Aetion now ? 

For mortal none can give me tidings of him: 

Nay rivet not theſe eyes upon the earth, 

Whoſe heart- enlivening beams from gloomieſt breaſts 


He leads a vagrant life, | 
Dor. Indeed I knew 
The good Action, ſaw him breathe his laſt, 
And this good ſabre laid his ruffian low. 

Aud. Celeſtial power | And do his ſons— 

2c... , 

Elyſium, rumour ſays. But what haſt thou 
To do with old Aetion, or with Thebes? 
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And art thou then ? (¶ Ade.) 


To cruelty and deaths, as e er could ſheathe 


PE D E MN s. 


And. Aetion was my father. 
Dor. Ve gods, what trophies time and 
care hath raiſed 5 | (Afide, 
On that fair face, ſo late the throne of love!] 
And. Then Doryphon is fallen :—Alas, alas, 
Thou generous, noble youth! What hand, ſo train'd 


The ſword in thee? To blaſt thy flowers of youth 

A ruffian's nature had recoiPd. 

: Dor. Perhaps 

You ſaw him, lady, with a lover's eyes; 

Perhaps too many years have poſted by, 

Since you beheld this Doryphon; and time | 

Works wond'rous change in body, and in mind. : 
And. It does, when poiſon'd with corroding I t 

care: | 

But happier he, his cares were of ſhort date. 

Thrice happy boy, whom fate permitted not ; 

To ſee Brifeis in another's arms: 


His loved Briſeis. 


Dor. Haply had he lived, 
If Doryphon was what thy words befpeak him, 
She 


ling 


Good lady, or would not Briſeis quit 
A life of greatneſs for a life of love ? 


But if thou once wert he, and from th abodes 
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She would have ſpurn'd a monarchs arms, to rove 


Our Aſtatic wilds with Doryphon: 


The moſſy hill their bed, their canopy 

The heavens, their drink the brook, their viands 
earn'd | 

By daily toils, th* achievements of his bow : 

Their balm of life, the grave of all their cares, 

Love. For may heaven fo proſper me, as I, 

If I were Doryphon, and loved this fame 

Briſeis, would not envy proudeſt Kings 

Their luxuries ; fo bleſt, fo greatly bleſt 


In my Briſeis? love. Does fancy err, 


And. If ſhe be wiſe, and good, as ſhe is fair, 
[ think ſhe would, _ 
Dor. No: ſhe is falſe as hell. 
(Throwing off bis helmet. 
And. What Doryphon Good heavens, what 
art thou? Speak. 
If thou in very deed be Doryphon, 
My brother Doryphon, let me embrace thee : 


Of 


ö 


— ' ͤ KGBw—¼—— 
; 7 mc 
4 — of 


260 1 
Of happineſs deign'ſt viſit this vile world, 
Stand off; while I with Ant awe adore 
Thy new divinity. 
Dor. (Embracing.) Oh, ſiſter, ſiſter, 
The verieſt wretch of all Aetion's ſons 
Thy arms infold. Indeed I would have died, 
But fate would let no dagger reach my heart. 
And. Thanks, thanks, kind fate; for this ! 
owe thee much, | 
Propitious fate. And does our FaTHER lived 
Dor. Why will you chafe afreſh thoſe ſores, 
that time, 
So quickly flies, ſo buſy is to heal? 
And. O ſpeak ; where are our brothers? =Has 
the ſword 
4 Made orphans of us? And thou 5 cameli 
. N | Thou here? And why that hoſtile dreſs ? 
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15 long and bitter: but I will contract 
The dire relation ; which, if told art large, 


Would harrow thy ſoft ſoul. Our city ſack'd, 
Thy brothers all, ſave this vile wreck thou ſel, 
To happier manſions fled; thy father's. life 


Placed on this poor weak arm, thy father's life 
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Dor, My tale 
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And all his cares a ruffian Greek cut ſhort. 
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Revenge and duty nerved my arm; I cleaved 2 

The villain to the chine. Shrined in his armour, 

As thou now ſceft me, I deceived the foe : 

And under cover of the friendly night, 

Attended by one truſty ſlave, convey'd 

All that remain'd of Thebes's honour'd King 

To Neptune's ſacred grove. Thou knoweſt the 
ED 

Juſt at the mountain's brow, where we ſo oft 


Have 1n our puerile happy, happy days, 


In ſports and gambols whiled the vacant hours: 


There laid I that good man, that was our father; 
And there perform'd the rites, ſuch as the time 
And fad occaſion would permit. 
And. Good Bere 
Repay his virtues in a bettter world; 
And all thy duteous cares, thou good young man! 
Dor. This duty paid, I had return'd to TIS; 


With deſperate intent to ſell my life 


As dear a purchaſe as revenge could make it, 
When my Briſeis ruſh'd into my mind. 

There fancy painted all things black: 1 ſeem'd 
To 
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To ſee her ſtruggling with her raviſher, 
To hear her call on Doryphon ; and thought 
The gods had ſpared me for Briſeis' ſake. 
Streight to Lyrneſſus, where I hoped to find 
That treaſure of my ſoul, thro' waſte wide tracts 
I ſhaped my anxious way. But there I found 
The veſtige of our foe; a deſolate heap 
Of ſmoaking aſhes, where Lyrneſſus ſtood : 
And there I found Briſeis was a ſlave. 
And. Ah, barbarous Greece | 
Dor. Frantic and wild with grief, 
To Troy I came, and of the King of Troy 
Obtain'd a paſſport thro? the Trojan camp. 
T-heard that Agamemnon's tent contain'd 
This ſum of all my hopes. There I arrived 
Confuſion tell the reſt | 
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MW An, You pot mike 
She calls Pelides Lord. 


Dor. Oh, lifter, ſiſter, 
she is more foul than the report of fame; 
The ſtrumpet of the camp. Read this, good ſiſter, 
And. (Reads.) © Why will you, Doryphon, 
raſh youth, oppoſe 


D i 
r 


The 


es 


ef, 


"he | 


The fates ; that have for ever ſever'd us: 
Why thus provoke you ruin, and my own ? 


' Your life is in my hands: and ſtill to ſhew, 


It is my care; accept this ring, your paſſport 
Through the Greek camp. Misfortunes are the debt 
Of nature: bear them, and ſubmit to fate.” 
Dor. I ſpurn'd her gift: and told the ſlave who 
brought it, | 
That this (laying his hand on his dl ſhould be 
my paſſport. So it was. 
And Then where is faith and truth! ? 
Dor. They are not in woman. 
Oh, pardon me: pity, thou art a woman. 
And. Perhaps ſhe— _ 
Dor. Do not dwell upon that ſtring: 
Twill make me mad indeed.—Since I have ſeen 
thee, T 
All is well; and we ſhall-both be happy. 
Take this farewell : And when we meet again 


Exit Doryphon. 
And. stey, Doryphon, I have . ten thouſand 
things 
To 
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To ſay. Alas! he hears me not: farewell, 
Thou injured, generous youth—cruel Briſcis ! | 


* 


Re-enter DORYPHON. 


Der. So full of my own cares, thoſe worſt of cares, 
Coin'd by ingratitude and frantic love, 
I had forgot a token I was charged with 
From the fair ſorcereſs to you : tis this. 

| (Preſents a letter. 

And. A letter from Briſeis ;—ſhe may ſtill 
Be true : and you perhaps have been too haſty. 
(Reads.) « Tho! I have forfeited a ſiſter's name, 
Accept a friend's advice. If you have power 
O' er Hector's heart, exert it: let him not 


Leave Troy to day; ; for creachery i is abroad. 


Time will permit no more: farewell.“ (Dreps 


the letter.) Oh no; : 


I have no power: he is gone, and I am loſt. 


Dor. A damning lie, a tricking forgery, 
A wile, conceived in ſome hot fit of luſt, 
'To ſkreen her daſtard, wanton paramour, 
To blaſt the laurels of the dreaded Hector, 
And 
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res, 
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And rob me of my juſt revenge. 
„ And. Tis true, 
Oh! 'tis too true: haſte, fly, and ſave my Lord, 
Der. Tis falſe as wind and wave, as woman falſe, 
Falſe as thoſe vows the tainted air convey'd 
F. om that falſe woman's perjured lips to me. 
| And. Oh, for my ſake, for Hector's ſake, be. 

lieve her, | 


She talks not now of love; * death and danger : : 


Tis now no love tale; I conjure thee, haſte, 


My Hector ſave, and be my guardian g god 
Dor. J will obey thee: at thy Hectors fide 
This faithful ſword ſhall tend; and ſhall keep pace, 
As far as this weak arm can urge the blow, | 
With his. Gods ! for a glorious great revenge. 
: Exit Dor. 
And. Save me, ye powers, if there be powers 
above; 

For huſband, brother have I none, no friend 
To lend a liſtening ear to me, but you. 
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SCENE OCAAN GATE. 


ANDROMACH E alone 


Aud. Ar- yet looks ſafe: I have not met a 
brow, 

That wears not joy; but ſoon I ſhall hear more, 
The King from Pergama ſurveys the field, 

And bade me wait him here. ER 

Enter PRI AM. 
He comes, with news, 

I long to know, but dread to aſk. And yet 
That brow, that open brow denotes no ſtorm. 
Dread Sir, of trophies won, and troops o*'erthrown, 
J little reck to hear; my hopes and fears 


On the ſmall * of Hector's ſafety turn: 
I had 


2 


Ire, 


1ad 


Thro' the firm ſquadron. 
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had a brother top.— - x 
„ Thou haſt a brave or one: 

I ſaw kink like a blazing meteor ſhoot 

Hector too J ſaw, 

With death and terror at his ſide; he ſeem'd 

Above himſelf. Even now the baffled Greeks 


Have crouch'd behind their battlements; whilſt he, 


Their trenches levell'd, and their barriers forced, 
Leads on his conquering powers. 

And. How have your words 
Beam'd brightneſs on a mind o'ercharged with care: 
And half diſpers'd the cloud that hover'd there! 
Permit me, Sir, to bear the queen a tale, 
That will be muſic to a mother's ear. 

[Exit Ahdromache. 


Enter HERALD, with the rns of HEC TOR. 
* *Sdeath | [ What do 1 behold | 7 Heaven 


ſhield my | ſon | 
Villain, what mean thoſe arms? Where i is my ſon? 
Her. Your valliant fon— 
Pr. Death!—Heavens! —Where i is my ſon ? 


Her. Let me entreat a while your royal ear 
| Pr. To 


1 
(78 
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Pr. To wound my ſoul with Hector's— 
Her. Victory. 


Pr. What ſayeſt thou? Speak me true. Thou 
didſt miſtake : | 


Yet *twas a Kind miſtake : reca!l it nor. 


Her. 1 may not, ſovereign liege: the voice of 


| truth 

. Forbids it; and by me thus ſpezks in brief. 

Soon as the Greeks, their monftrous mound ſur- 
paſs'd, 

Saw Hector ſpread deſtruction thro? their ranks; 

A panic fear appall'd the trembling hoſt, 

And wild diſorder wing'd their troops with flight. 

When, at the carnage moved, Mænetius' ſon, 

The brave Patroclus, of the Pthian chief 

Obtain'd a body of choice veterans, 

And leave to lead them on. In armour maibd 

Of great Achilles, the diſſembling chief 

Reſtored the fight, and check'd a while our conqueſt. 

Him Hector thro? the thickeſt battle ſought ; _ 

He met, engaged, o'ercame. And now enſhrined 

In the celeſtial arms of Thetis? ſon, 


Again he drives the furious blaſt of war; 
While 


— 


y. 
100 


Of 


Ur- 


2 
as. 


ht. 


le 


- Of Pallas great at Troy. 
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While cn his ſword fits ſmiling Victory, 
As. ſhe were wont, Mean time theſe bleod-ſtain'd 


arins 


He ſends an humble offering to the ſhrine 


Pr. Hence to the temple : 


Let thanks be offer'd at Bellona's ſhrine, 


And when the blaze of Hecatombs aſcends, 
And joyful Ios eccho, next to Jove 


e Hector's name reſound. To be thus raiſed 


From death to life, to life and victory !— 


The pleaſing tale ſtill vibrates in my car, 
With h ſports, and in elyſium laps me. 


Exit Priam. 
SCENE changes to the FIEL o. 


HECTOR. 
Tuns way their phalanx drives; and where f it 
moves, 
Bears deſolation with it, *Sdeath ! they fly, 
The Trcjans fly. Falſe queen of chance frown on: 
And daſh my og ſtill will I Srapple with thee. 
| Enter 
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Enter SARPEDON. 
Sarpedon, now, now 1s the time for courage : 
My hopes are blaſted, and the day is loſt, 
The daſtards ftand aghaſt with haggard fear, 
As tho? the gods oppos'd them. 


Or never could ſo little time bring forth 

Such ftrange reverſe of things. Their cavalry 
Are ſkirting round, to cut off your retreat: 
Retreat, my prince, in time; or all is loſt. 


The gods fight for them. 


Hect. Gods of Wen or hell: 


They ſhall not ſee me fly before my foes, 

And ſomething worſe than cowardly deſert 

A conqueſt, I had almoſt calPd my own. 
Sar. A reinforcement of freſh veterans, 


_ Grown old in arms, fierce thro” reſtraint from war, 
And now like hungry wolves let looſe on ſlaughter, 


Give great advantage o'er a hoſt fatigued 
With the long labours of a toilſome day. 
Held. Nay argue not. Ei 


Sar. My prince, the augurs ſay, 


Whatever augury by bird or beaſt, 


Sar. So they do: 


Or 


O. 


e 


var, 


ter, 


ays 
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Or from the face of heaven they have aſſay'd, 
Are inauſpicious and finiſter all. 


Hef. Talk not of auguries, of beaſts and birds: 
Tho? crows or eagles hover o'er my head, 


The cauſe our ſwords maintain, is ſtill the ſame: 
Our country's cauſe. This omen on our ſide, 


The brave man ſeeks no other. 
Sar. Then lead on; 


Bid the gored battle bleed: and he that firſt 


Cries, halt | 
Hef. Periſh, brave friend! But Pve a charge 
Of other ſort for you. You ſhall to Troy, 


And from the towers and battlements collect 


The troops we left behind, a laſt reſerve; 
As freſh as theirs, nor leſs inured to arms: 
So may we fight upon more equal terms. 
I have no more to add. Be expeditious. 
Sar. On ſuch an ne Pl outſtrip the wind. 
Exit Sarpedon. 
Enter ENE AS. 
An. The ſtorm is brew'd, and we mult now 
make head, 
Or all is loſt. 


Hee, 


VVV 
Hef. Where are the Darda troops ? 


Zu. Like the ſtricken dcer, they bound before 


the foe. 
But let us on, and while our keep pace, 


Ourſelves will be a hoſt. 
 Heft Jo be it then. 


And now, brave Dardan, for the race of fame. 


Exeunt Hector and Æneas. 
Enter DORYPHON, | 
Dor. On, on—Briſeis, woman, is the word : 
And when the lovely ſmiling prize is won, 
The lovely ſmiling thing will be a gift, 
Right fit to curſe my deadlieſt foe withal. 
Who, when ſhe has wound herſelf about his heart 
With all the little wiles ſhe is miſtreſs of, 
Shall ſpurn him from her, while his nee 
ö q 
And he feel ſomething of the pangs that I do. 


Atrides—hak !* have at thee, king of kings. 
Exit Doryphon, 


SCENE 


Cart 


Hec. * 


And Bat, raſh Patroclus, with thy blo6d 1 
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SCENE Sage to the COURT of TROY... 


PRIAM, HECUBA, ANDROMACHE, Se. 
H, how Ilong to claſp my glorious boy, 
Plumed in Pelides' arms, cœleſtial work, 


Nor could I ſorrow, if a manly ſear 
Stamp*d on his breaſt a ſpark of brighter honour, 
Than the rich luſtre of the mine can give. 


And. Ah me No glorious ſcars, no crimſon” d 


% 144 


breaſt; OT 
May [ behold him as in happier days, 
Ere yet the trumpet s death- denouncing clang 


Had call d him to the ſavage work of war, 


Graſping the olive wand of white. robed peace: 4 

When every milder virtue was his care, ” 

And borrow'd luſtre from his foſtering — 
Hec. Indeed, my child, you know not how to rate 

The worth of martial virtue; or this war 

Had ſhew'd you Hector i in his nobleſt light. | 


When fondly-ſmiling on his mother 8 lap, 


11 


In all the innocence of infancy, 
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He look'd not half fo plealing in my eye, 


As, in the terrible array of arms, 


His ſtern brow painted in the blood of Greece. : 
Enter SARPEDON. 

Pr. Sarpedon lt i is he. What 2 young 2 

man, | # 

Haſt thou for Priam's ear ? What brought thee = 

* 1 

Sar. Hector— _ 

Pr. Hector—ſpeak on. ak 

Sar. Sends health to Priam. a 

u 


Aud. I hope my lord wants not that health he 
ſends. 5 
Sar. Great Hector, royal princeſs, wants not health, 
Nor ſafety; worth like his the Gods protect. 
Rouſed by Patroclus death, and th'imminent danger 
Of the confederate Greeks, for now the fleet 
Had felt our flames launch'd from oreat Hector's 
hand, | 
Achilles led his Pthian "IO forth; | 
Numerous and brave. With whom, the Trojan 
chief, 
Unwilling on unequ al terms to tſk 


— Px 
The 
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The fortune of the day, diſpatch'd me hither 
For the reſerve of troops he left behind. 

Pr. Tis welt; yes, ſoldier, let our orders be 


Extenſive as you wiſh, Leave not a man, 


. That can bear arms, in Troy: old age itſelt 
i With trembling hand ſhall graſp the warlike lance: 
The towers and battlements ſhall be our care. 
Sar. O my right loyal liege, what was that worth» 
When youthful vigor ſwell'd the luſty veins ; - 
2 Which ſhines ſo nobly in the dregs of life! 
5 JoOur ſabres will beſt thank you in the field. 
[ Exit Sarpedon. 
th, Hee. Why ſigh you thus, and rack yourſelf 
| with fear? GL 
Toh All will be well. Come, and from Pergama 
While we the great, the glorious ſcene ſurvey, 
7 There will I point you out your warlike Lord, 
Whoſe purpled ſword from maid or widow's . 
For every ſigh of his Andromache, 
1 Shall fetch a hundred fold, Will you attend us? ? 
-0jan 
| (To Priam. 
Pr. The rogps diſpatch'd, and I will meet you 
The chere. [Exeunt Hecuba and Andromache. 


Enter 
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Enter HERALD. 

Here comes th' auſpicious meſſenger of joy, 

And Hector's TOY | 
Her. But no triumphs now, ; 

No joy expect. O hear a tale of woe, 41 | 
A tale that will plant daggers in your heart: 
Think on the worſt of ills, and ſteel your mit 
Againſt the worſt the womb. of time can bear. | 8 

Pr. No ſtranger to the frowns of adverſe fortune, 
Againſt her menaces and bolts I ſtand 
Alike prepared. But circumſtantial tale 
Let us have none; for when one word will Kill, 

Tis cruelty to give a . death 


— 


By long narration. 


Her. Worthily refolved.— 
Hector is fallen. 
Pv. Tis falſe, Recall the word, 
Or—ſlave:—now on my life tis falſe.— No, no: 
And Troy doth ſhake with all her hundred rowers, 
could have heard, with reſolution heard, 
The cruſh of falling worlds: to Hector's fall 
That had been muſic, Fallen Let ſay by whom 
That I may hence, and court the fatal edge, 
Which 


z NA 29 .ivcaTcr's 


— 
2 


W, | 


22 NMY - 277 


Which ſnatch'd me from myſelf. 


Her. On all ſides prefe'd,. 
Long time he ſingly held a hoſt at bay; 


Till ſpent by many a wound from miſſive lance, 


The hero fell: th' ungenerous ſon of Thetis 
Sprung foremoſt, and, while on his neck the 


coward, 


Th' inſulting coward trampled, with a voice 


Sarcaſtical and loud, This, this, ſaid he, 
Patroclus gives : and ſtruck the fatal blow. 
Pr. A blow, which you, and I, 
mult feel. 
Oh tortures, oh Caſlandrai!* Such a ſtroke !— 
Why have the angry powers devoted me 


and Troy 


To ſuch a ſcene of woes? How have I ſinn'd, 


That all their vengeful bolts are ſpent on me? 


One only boon, one little boon I aſk ; 
Heaven, take a wretched life, nor let me live 
Reſerved to greater ills. Greater I—alas! 
There are not greater in the ſtores of heaven. 
Oh then ftrike on: *gainſt this devoted breaſt 
Launch all your ſhafts. A mind ſo train'd in woe, 


ls out of miſery's reach: beneath the glance 


Of 
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Of PE s bright beams, beyond the pale of Fear, 
| Enter SARPEDON. 
Sar. Death and confuſion ! what an hour is this? 
Grave matrons beat their breaſts, with mercileſs 
hand 


The frantic virgin tears her flowing locks, 


While infant cries, and ſhrieks of feeble age, 


And Hector's death, reſound thro” every ſtreet. 
What ſay'ſt thou, ſoldier ? Hah! * Priam) 
It is confirm'd ; 
That ſtatue of dumb grief too well confirms it. 
Went not Eneas with him 'gainſt the foe, 
Againſt that hoſt of foes ?—Yet he eſcaped : 
His friend expoſed, the . Narcan fled. 
Was it not ſo ? 
Her. As you report, young Prinoe, 

T he Dardan chief eſcaped, and Hector— 

Sar. Fled. 
Fled to his native realms, on wings of joy: | 
W here virtue reigns ſecure from envy's ſting, 
And faction's hoodwink'd guiles. —I fear foul her 

Enter ANDROMACHE. 


ef Oh, heart, heart, heart! as rock of mar- 
ble hard, 


Or 


am) 


K. 


Har- 


Or 


F OH“ "& 279 


Or thou hadſt melted, when the curſed bloß 
Laid low of all Aetion's line the laſt 


Theſe eyes ſhall &er behold, laid low a brother : 
A brother juſt recover, to be loſt. 
My godlike Hector too, my Lord, my huſband, —- 
He, he, that was the mirror of all virtue. 

Pr. Ay — Where is he? 

And. No more 0 Virtue, PIER 

He nobly woo'd thee, but he woo'd a ſhadow. _— 
To ſee the murderous hand of fate upon him, 


And not embrace him, on my throbbing breaſt 


Pillow his head, and drink his dying breath ; 


Graſp his cold hand in mine, and hear him bleſs me, 


And ſay, © take care of poor Aſtyanax, !”— 
Pr, Soldier, bring in the caſe, that once contain'd 
The dreaded Hector: and Þ'll check thy envy 


85 At the high ſtate of Kings. 


And. Was this mg much * ZAR 
Gods! Yet is this deny'd. He is the jeſt _ 
Of thoſe, who oft have trembled at his looks; 
The ſport of coward foes, that trample on, 
And with vile inſults mock his mangled corſe. 


Great though defaced, and terrible in death; 
. heſe 


r 
Of 8 af s bright beams, beyond the pale of Fear, 
| Enter SARPEDON. 
13 Sar. Death and confuſion! what an hour is this? 
Grave matrons beat their breaſts, with mercileſs 
1 
Tie frantic virgin tears her flowing lockg, 
While infant cries, and ſhrieks of feeble age, 
And Hector's death, reſound thro? every ſtreet. 
What ſay'ſt thou, ſoldier? Hah! (o/rving Priam) | 
It is confirm'd ; | 
That ftatue of dumb grief too well confirms it. 
Went not ZEneas with him *gainſt the foe, 
Againſt that hoſt of foes ?—Yet he eſcaped : 
His friend expoſed, the wily ] * fled. 
Was it not ſo ? 
Her. As you report, young Prince, 
T he n chief eſcaped, and Hector 
Sar. Fled. 
Fled to his native realms, on wings of joy: 
Where yirtue reigns ſecure from envy's ſting, 
And fattion's hoodwink'd guiles. —I fear foul oh 
Enter ANDROMACHE. 
And. Oh, heart, heart, heart! as rock of mar- 
ic hard, 5 


Or 


this? 
ileſs 


*. 


iam) 


it. 


ed. 


lay. 
nar- 


Or 


Great though defaced, and terrible in death; 
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Or thou hadſt melted, when the curſed bloß 
Laid low of all Aetion's line the laſtt 


Theſe eyes ſhall &er behold, laid low a brother 
A brother juſt recover'd, to be loſt. 
My godlike Hector too, my Lord, my huſband, — 
He, he, that was the mirror of all virtue 
Pr. Ay —— Where is he? 

And. No more—Q Virtue, n 
He nobly woo'd thee, but he wood a ſhadow. — 
To ſee the murderous hand of fate upon him, 
And not embrace him, on my throbbing breaſt 
Pillow his head, and drink his dying breath; 


Graſp his cold hand in mine, and hear him bleſs me, 


And ſay, © take care of poor Aſtyanax.!“ 
Pr. Soldier, bring in the caſe, that once contain'd 


The dreaded Hector: and I'll check thy envy 
At the high ſtate of Kings. 


And. Was this too much? 
Gods! Yet is this deny'd. He is the jeſt 
Of thoſe, who oft have trembled at his looks; 
The ſport of coward foes, that trample on, 
And with vile inſults mock his mangled corſe. 


Theſe 


—_— T7 . E M S. 
Thaſeiwidow'd eyes beheld his godlike mein : 
All gaſh'd and e _ * & and ae 


F A . 


: 2211203% around 
T hoſe walls,. which i he 0 piltancy ee 


Drag d vilely at tl inſulting victor's car. 


With clotted hairy and filth obſcene leform: d, b 
How is he changed! Since panting on my breaſt, 
Oft would he ſmile to hear me talk of danger, 1 


And ſooth'd my eriefs, and ſoften'd all my cares: 
But he is gone, and I am twice an orphan. 
Pr. Oh thou wert ſtone indeed; or thy ſtrick- 


en eye 4 
Had from its centre burſt.— At what „Why there, | 
There, there: —O ſhield me, ſhield me,or that ſight, d 
That horrid fight will daſh all reaſon down. 7 
Sar. Rouſe, my dread liege, your ſoul, let v wo- : 
men vent 8 
Their unavailing ſorrows at their eyes : 1 
Be ours expreſs'd | in action and revenge. 
. Right, ſoldiers ſee my ſon, my Hector lead 2 
Deſtruction thro? their hoſt. My arms, my arms, 
And J will daſh the Pthian from his car. | ; 


Curſe on this feeble arm ; or even now 


My 


aft, 


res: 


lead 
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* lance had reach d his heart. 2 

1 A T0 «ane Sir, be calm: 2 
Such . ſuits not with a monarch's cares. 

Pr. A father's cares: —Ay, there's the Rink 2 

Oh, Nature! : t\ 

Down, down, gray hairs: now who would be a 

father? . | : 

Didſt thou (to Ant * chat, and nr 

and love him too? 
And. Heaven Knows I loved him. Not the 
parting hour 0 
Of the fond mother and her a Os 


Rent from her arms by the rude din of war, 


Not the ſoft minutes of the bridal bed, 
Were half ſo tender, half ſo full of love, 
As was each dancing minute of my lite : 


So was my foul wound up in that loved man, 


In that poor breathleſs corſe, that once was Hector. 
Pr. Ay, that is Hector ſtill. A god, a god, 


I faw him mount, and mingle in the skies. 


And. But that god's caſe !—To be inſulted, 
mangled, 


And rage d about | —Sir, Priam, royal Priam, 


King 


as * * o - 4 — 1 — 
2 - 4 1 - * - + * m 5 P — — head —EBͤ a 1 ” » -_ S 
7 » N 1 r — —— — — » wa trans ae ener © 2 — — d 1 * * 7 . - * - lb 
* SE _ * * — — — — —— — YE 3 2 * * 2 8 a — — I — — 5 = 5 
* " * . 2 2 a * ä RIGS 4 - * * 2 — — — 72 7 3 . ray —— 1 * E Co AA og E - a £ 1 
- ee et Wo. — pn | —— A — be - 5 
* 4 "_ ——— * — _ — — * ” —— va PP ESI... — — Ei ——— —— — — — MS ” Pr a 
q 
- 


282 208 E Ki 8. 
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Pr. Do not mock me. Of AMiRtion' $ 5 
If to drink deeper than the — do, 
Be royalty, Lam indeed a King: by 


And who would change his rags to be King Priam? 
But to frown dead, to cry revenge, and have it, 
To live and reign above the reach of fate, 
Kings cannot challenge. BO 

Sar. But they may obtain. 


Pr. Oh thou haſt hit me right: revenge, revenge, 


P11 have revenge, or die, and go to Hector. 
And thou, when T and he are gone together, 
Do not forget him, hug him to thy heart, 


And cheriſh Hector in his riſing boy. 
And. You judge, indeed you do, too hardly of me. 


Tho? heaven has widow'd me of all that's great, 
And, ah !- regardleſs of my ſex and years, 


Hath mark'd me out to ſtruggle with misfortunes; 


Virtue is ſtill my own, and plighted faith, 
And love unſſ potted of the peerleſs Hector: i 


If theſe I forfeit, if I give up thee, 
Dear infant pledge of our connubial joys, 


And ever knit my heart unto another, 


Let 


ff RT OR aY 


To 
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Let infamy eternal brand my luſt, / 
The ſong of future ages. 


| 2b er: Pr. Break, hard heart, 

And let me be at eaſe: for I am reft | 

Even of the flatterer Hope; all hope, but that 

Which ſoars above this ſublunary world. 

Sar. Diſtruſt not heaven; whom virtue {till 
may move 


To portion out to Hector's orphan child 


The date of years, that were denied his father. 
And. But where is he that ſhould have form'd 
thoſe years? 


'O my right noble Hector, my TAE Lord, 


Thou great good man, adieu ! With him all Joy, 
Each golden hour of ſweet delight, adieu! 


Far from theſe ſcenes of horror, with my ſon, 


The infant image of his father's greatneſs, 


My vagrant ſtep ſhall range our deſert wilds ; 


Till ſome ſequeſter'd haunt, where never foot 
Of man intrudes, nor low ambition lurks, 
Afford a ſafe retreat. With homely viands 

Kind Nature's frugal hand ſhall crown our board. 


There will 1 watch this gem, the general wreck 
Hath 


ds ..:PiD E MIS. 

Hath ſpared my hopes, and form his mind to 
virtue. 

And when warn'd hence, in happier Hb I go 

Fo meet my noble Lord ; ſtern tutreſs, ſhe 

To real greatneſs ſhall direct his aim, 

And call up all his father in his ſoul. 

Sar. What heart but bleeds for beauty in diſtreſs? 
And gray hairs ſcatter'd by the ſtorms of fate 
Claim Pity's tendereſt tear.— Let, royal Sir, 

Oh yet remember Troy. A father's grief 
M iuſt be ſubſervient to a monarchs cares. 
= Heaven ſtill is merciful, 
Pr. Then wines s my ſon? 
He's loſt, he's gone: then where's thy "mercy, 
heaven ? 5 
Alas ! What ſaid I? Raſh, preſumptuous man; 
That vainly ſeeks to fathom heaven's deſigns | 
By the ſhort ſcanty line of human reaſon. 
Sar. Spoken like yourſelf. Now as I love 
bright arms, — 
I feel that here which promiſes ſucceſs: 
Maintain your greatneſs, and preſerve your Troy. 
Pr. If any arm could have defended Troy, 
My 


eſs? 


Ove 


P OO EMMA M 
My Hector's had not fail'd. But oh !— 
Sar. What then, 


Shall we, when fortune blows an adverſe gale, 


Madly give up the veſſel to blind chance ? 
Alas | my Liege, ſhe is a deſperate pilot. 


True virtue never loſes fight of hope: 


If we can force bold treaſon from within, 


Troy yet may ſtand, and we may live ſecure. 
Ye favouring gods of Troy, look kindly down, 
And guard the glories of the Trojan crown; 


From faction's dark intrigues preſerve our ſtate, 
And give us peace within the Sczan Gate : 


Open to view each canker'd traitor ſhew, 

And doff falſe friendſhip? s maſk from every brow; 
Let concord aim the ſteel that valour draws,” 

THE CAUSE OF TROY IS EVERY T ROJAN'S CAUSE, 
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On ED UCA TION... 


To WI Lian Joxss, Et mY the Imer 7 pl. 


Dear Sig, 
d O U. will with your uſual candour accept 


the following reflections : intended ra- 


ther to evince, how much I have availed my- 


ſelf of thoſe converſations which have paſſed - 
between us on the ſubject; than calculated to 


throw any lights upon it, which may to you 
bear the ſemblance of novelty. I preſume to 
offer no new plan: my aim is only to con- 


vince, that the mode of education which. at 


preſent obtains i is wretchedly bad. And per- 
haps I may be thought ſufficiently preſump- 
tuous, in daring to controvert a general prac- 


tice, that boaſts the ſanction of two hundred 
years. But though cuſtom may give error a 


degree of reſpect, it can never change its. na- 
cure. | | 
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And ſome fundamental error there muſt be 
in our ſchool education; or it is impoſſible 
that the' labour of eight, nine, or ten years 
ſnould be requiſite for the acquiſition of two 
languages: : thoſe two languages even at the 
expence of ſo much time ſeldom. learned, as 
N tutor in the two Univerſities can teſtify, 
in any tolerable degree of perfection Yet are 
neither of them very copious, conſequently 
not vety difficult + and thiet in particular, 
_ which is laſt and moſt imperfectiy Barned; ift 
phraſe and idiom is not very diſfimilar from 
our own. . Milton ſuppoſes one year ſufficient 
for the acquifition- of thoſe two languages: 
and Milton, who had Rimfelf been engaged 
in the education of youth; we recaſt adinit to 
be no very competent judge. Nut lie per- 
haps meaſured the powers of the kuman mind 
by the ſtandard of his own. S6 conſidered, 
the idea deth not ineptly ſuit the magnitude 
of a Milton's genius: and his plan tight be 
practicable by ſuch abilities as yours; bat is 
| cer- 
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certainly not calculated for capacities e an 
ne, fine. | 


— 


Is there thei 10a wt n 
Be: is too little for the acquiſition of the lan- 
guages, are we for ever to proceed in the old 
dull track of maſter Lilly, and with miſerable 
waſte of time emnlor a fixth part of our life . 


upon them? 
. enen prodire Fenus, A. non detur ahra: 


Iti is ſurely an object of ſome conſequence, to 
accompliſh in five years, what in the common 
track of Shools uſually coſts ten; many other 
acquiſitions of uſeful knowledge in the mean 
time made, which never enter into the ebene 
of a ſchool . | 


Badges AM at is contended for, it 
may be afked ; what then is to be done witli 


boys the remaining five years, that are uſually | 
ſpent at ſchool? If the boy be removed to 
ſchool, merely to be out of the way; to be 


U 2 


kept 
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kept from diſturbing the family, and tearing 
his cloaths; the propriety of the queſtion will 
admit of no reply. But if he be ſent to 
ſchool, to improve his mind ; and qualify him 
for a uſeful and honourable poſt in life : is 
there not the whole circle of the ſciences yet 
untaſted, to employ them ? A general know- 
ledge of each of them, as well as of the civil 
and common law, and a very compleat know- 
ledse of hiſtory antient and modern, particu- 
larly that of our own country, are eſſential 
parts of a youth's education. Add to theſe 
acquiſitions that of the two modern languages, 
French and Italian, the polite and maaly exer- 
ciſes, ſuch as dancing, fencing, and horſeman- 
ſhip: and we ſhall not want engagements for 
the other five years. And to an education lo re- 
gulated the Univerſities will abundantly ſupply 
all the boaſted advantages of a public ſchool. 
Or the youth ſo qualified may ſafely venture a- 
broad: his little bark more ſecure in the bal- 
laſt of his own accompliſhments, than * 


gel in tow by a OT tutor. fin 
Far 
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Far am I from thinking that hours of relax 
ation are not neceſſary : but the number of 


thoſe hours, which ſchools allow, I conceive 


to be much too great. Beſides the long 
holidays, and every ſunday in the year; two 


days and a half in a week, may I believe with- 
out exaggeration be accounted play days. Nor 
do I except to the number of play days more 
than to the abuſe of them. Would they not 


be much better ſent in ſports and paſtimes, | 


that conduce to health, ſtrength, and agility, 
than lounged away in idleneſs, or diſſipated in 
gambling and other fooliſh and vicious pur- 
ſuits? But perhaps it is not in the power of 


the maſter of a great ſchool, perhaps it is not 
his province, to attend to the conduct of boys 


out of ſchool, and regulate their paſtimes and 


diverſions, Perhaps not: and this circum- _ 


ſtance is nocommendation of a public ſchool, 


For the miſapplication of holidays is of much 


worſe conſequence, than the abuſe of time in 
ſchool : it is in holidays, that by the influence 


ef vicious aſſociates and bad examples the 


princi- 
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principles are debauched, and the morals cor- 
rupted. And a poor compenſation for this 
would be the acquiſition of a little Latin and 
Greek, if thoſe languages were more readily: 
and compleatly learned at a great ſchool than 
any where elſe. But while lads are ten years 
in running through a public ſchool, that is 
not, cannot be the caſe. And when from the 
hours of relaxation the boy returns to the bu. 
ſineſs of the ſchool, the taſk of learning ſhould 
by every means be made as light and eafy to 
him as poſſible : inſtead of which he finds the 
ſchool a mere houſe of correction; and the 
drudgery of it ſo great, as nothing but the 
terrors of the rod will enable him to bear. 
His memory is loaded with uſeleſs lumber, 
and his fingers wearied in unneceſſary tran- 
ſcripts : : in ſhort every means is uſed to take 
the burthen from the ſhoulders of the ch, 
and throw it on thoſe of the * 


| Conſider in the next ale the oe time 
employed in learning grammar rules, even 
While 
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while they are as unintelligible as a verſe In 
Gray's Memaria technica. | Whereas if they e- 
gan to read eaſy authors at the time they, he- 
gun grammar, or very ſoon after; the rules 
thus reduced to practice would from the be- 
ginning be rendered intelligible, and the Ru- 
diments of grammar be maſtered with leſs la- 
pour, and in half the uſual time. That great 
and incomparable judge of human knowledge, : 
and the avenues that lead to it, Mr Lock, 
adviſes in teaching Latin the uſe of no gram- 
mar at all. After boys tolerably well under- 
ſtand the language, if they wiſh to read and 
| write it with critical exactneſs, he then recom- 
mends the ſtudy of the grammar as & branch 
of rhetoric. I ſhould be equally afraid to 
controvert Mr. Lock's opinion, or too ſtrenu- 
ouſly advance it in oppoſition to the gene: 
mode of teaching : but it may with fafety be 
afferted, that a grammar can ſcarcely be too 
ſhort. A great book is ſaid to be a great evil: 
but a great grammar is of that kind of evils 
by much the greateſt, | : 
al 
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In proof that Latin may be taught in the 
ſame manner, in which the living languages 
| are, a very remarkable fact was related to me 
by. a gentleman who was well acquainted with 
ſome of the party. At Pont-a-mouſſon, a 
town in Lorain, eight young gentlemen board- - 
ed in the ſame houſe : who reſiding there. for 
their improvement, entered into an agreement 
to ſpeak nothing but Latin; except when ne- 
ceſfarily obliged to direct their diſcourſe to the 
maſter of the family, or the ſeryants. The maſ- 
ter was at firſt piqued in being excluded the ge- 
neral converſation : but, though he was then 
more than thirty years of age, in the courſe of 
a year he became ſo well acquainted with the 
language, that he underſtood moſt things 
which were ſaid, and could ſpeak it a little. 
I mean not from hence to infer, what I know 
you would not allow, that the language is to 
be learned with accuracy and preciſion by 
ſpeaking it: but this inſtance may ſerve to 
ſhew, there is not that myſtery in learning 
Latin, the practice of ſchools too er 
rends to perſuade. 


rn 
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And if boys are too long in beginning to 
read Latin authors, there i is much more reaſon: 
to complain of the flow progreſs that is after- 
wards made in reading, Who, that does not 
experimentally know it, would believe that in 
ten years, the uſual time allowed to ſchool e- 
qducation, ſcarcely ten Latin authors are read; 
and of many of thoſe ten authors perhaps only. 
ſome detached pieces? And as to Greek; it 
is begun ſo late, that according to the com- 
mon ſpeed of learning, there is ſcarcely time 
to acquire it in any tolerable degree of perfec- 
tion. And this experience confirms . the 
Greek language being uſually learned even 
more imperfectly than the other. 


It may likewiſe be reaſonably asked, why 
nothing but Latin and Greek, why not even 
the Engliſh language is taught: and the queſ. 
tion deſerves a ſatisfactory anſwer. Is it ſup- 
poſed, that becauſe Engliſh is the language of 
the country, therefore i it is beneath the digni- 
ty of Latin ſchools, as they are called, ta 
teach it? Sure I am, that it is a zeproach ta 
E n "as 
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ſuch ſchools, to turn out lads, perhaps too of 
ſuperior parts and erudition, Who after ten 


years woefully waſted there, are not able to 
write their own language With elegance Or. e- 
ven propriety. Is it beneath the dignity of the 
greateft public ſchool, / to require an- Engliſn 


elfay or tranſlation to be now and then given 


up: When one of the moſt accompliſhed ſcho- 
lars of this age and nation thought it no dero 
gation from his diftinguiſhed learning and a- 
bilities to compoſe an Englifh Grammar, which 
merits the thanks of every Engliſhman who 
has the honour'of his country at heart. For 
it is an ohject of the firſt importance, to ex- 
tend the language of a nation; and the means 
moſt conducive to that end, is to fix it * 


ſome ſtandard of purity. 


Why Greek and Latin only, excluſive even 
of the knowledge of their native language, 


were taught in the great ſchools a hundred and 


fifty and twWo hundred years ago, ſome reaſon 


may be aſſigned. . of real learning were 
then 
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then almoſt univerſally written - in one of thoſs | 
languages ; 3 and 1 1 was therefore neceſſary not 
only to underſtand Latin critically, but to 
write it elegantly.. Wheręas the caſe is nom 
altered: every man at this day writes in h 
own language; and it is of much greater 
conſequence to an Engliſhman, to". write 
his own. language correctly and elegant- 
ly, than eicher Latin or Greek. And why a 
nice and critical knowledge of the Engliſh 
language is not made a part of our ſchool e- 
ducation, nothing but the invincible pertinacy 
of inveterate prejudice will account. 


Every 510 of literature hath i in the-courſe 
of the laſt hundred years received conſiderable 
improvements : and the kinds of learning now 
moſt cultivated are very different from thoſe 
which were moſt admired and purſued a cen- 
tury or two ago. The quidities of the ſchool. 
men are treated with contempt or ridieule: 
the merit of verbal criticiſm is much deereaſ- 
ed; and an expertneſs in ſettling accents, 
Points, and particles, ſeldom leads either to 

fame 
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fame or fortune. And perhaps there is ſome 
reaſon for this decline in philology : much 
having been already executed in this way, 
there remains the leſs to do; for it is not an 
exhauſtleſs field of learning. But amidſt the 


late improvements and viciſſitudes of litera- 


ture, it is the peculiar misfortune of education, 
which is the key to learning, to remain in 


much the ſame ſtate in which Lilly placed it; 


or to come nearer home, Buſby of flogging 


memory, left it. 


The moſt diſtant inſinuation to the preju- 
dice of Dr. Buſby may poſſibly incur cenſure: 
for who it will be asked, made better ſcholars 
than he did. In the long exerciſe of his pro- 
feſſion in a great ſchool, it is impoſſible but 
he muſt have had under his care many lads of 
great parts and cloſe application; and of 
courſe muſt have ſent into the world many ex- 


cellent ſcholars. And J as thoroughly believe, 


that many lads his abominable practice hath 


ſteeled againſt learning, and flogged out of 
Their ſenſes, I can no more attribute to his 


method 
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method of teaching, or his indefatigable in- 
duſtry in flogging, ha claſſic elegance of an 
Alsop, an ATTERBURY, or a FRIEND; than 
I would the profound erudition of My Lord 
to the inſtitution of Dr. Nichols. 


= objection I have to make, 1s the 
ill, T would ſay abfurd choice of exerciſes, 
which i in moſt ſchools prevails, Not to enter 
too nicely into particulars; z an indiſcriminate 
impoſition of original compolitions , in Latin 
and Greek, ſuch as themes and verſes, with- 
out any regard had to the abilities of the boys, 
or their future deſtination in life, is a general 
and capital fault. This prepoſterous practice 
not only loads them with an uſeleſs and unne- 
ceſſary burthen; but robs them of time that 
might be advantageouſly employed. The ob- 
| ject of ſchool education is to make youth maſ- 
ters of the languages : neither poets nor orators 
are made at ſchool. Or it oratory may be 
learned at ſchools, it is not to be effected by 
making Latin themes, but by Engliſh compoſi- 
f tions; as well as by frequent practice of ſpeak- 
ing 
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ing Engliſh elegantly 2h ebpiöuſfy. If there- 


fore, with a view to the acquiſition of the La- 


tin language, inſtead of themes and verſes, it 
was only enjoined them to tranſlate Engliſh in- 
to Latin; thus furniſhed with fentiments; 
they would turn into Latin ten pages in leſs 


time than they can compoſe one, where the 


matter is to be hammered out of their own 
weak and puerile underſtandings. Beſides the 
powers of the mind, thus burthened and de- 
preſſed beyond cheir abilities to bear, often 
render the boy heavy and ſtupid. Agreeable 
to this obſervation, we often ſee lads appear 
lifeleſs and dull; who in their more advan- 


ced age, that is, when tlie tone and vigour of 


the mind is recovered, make a tolerable and 


ſometimes i bent figure i in life. 


F will not enquire how virtue is taught in 
ſchook : I will take for granted no opportu- 
nity is omitted of inculcating it by precept, by 
examples, by every thouſand means that oc- 


cafion is continually preſenting. F ſuppoſe 


this; 
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this ; becauſe virtue is the great object of e- 
ducation. Without it all the learning in the 
world will render us neither of uſe or orna- 
ment to our friends or country. A mind un- 
principled, profligate and baſe, learning will 
only the more expoſe; it will attract the eyes 
of the world, and ſhew its deformity in the 
ſtronger colours: juſt as the manners of a 
clown become more conſpicuouſly ridiculous 
under the blazonry of embroidery and lace: 
Mr. Lock, it is true, has roundly charged 
the great ſchools with a defect in this, as well 
as Other branches of education. But if that 
great man had now reſided among us, and ſeen 


the immaculate purity of manners which at 


preſent diſtinguiſhes our public ſchools; would 
he not find abundant reaſon to alter his ſenti- 
ments, and retract his charge? 
1 am, Sir, with great eſteem, 

Your moſt obedient Servant, 


R. SHEPHERD. 
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